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A country miſſion; ſeveral diverting 
incidents relating thereto. A de- 
ſeription of the miſſionaries... 
STAID = few days longer at *2Y 
Donna Victoria's, when calling to I 


* 


— 


mind our miſſionaries, whom the 2 
ſtory of Henriquez and Conſtance had - 
almoſt put out of my head, I ſet forward J 
for Maſſilia. I was greatly afraid they 
would have been gone before I could 
arrive there; but Don Caſtilmoro, who 
was the curate of that place, had given 
them a fifteen days ſabbath to get their 
Vor. II. B ſermons 


8 


it 2 0 0 
ſermons by heart in, and that he mighr 
give his 8 more time to 
pare for the miſſion 

No one could be more cordially re- 
ceived than I was by the licentiate ; but 
my preſence was not quite ſo agrecakle 
to the monks, who imagined I was come 
to do them an ill turn with their land- 
lord. They were however much miſ- 
taken, and I was ſo far from intendipg 
any thing of the kind, that I ſhould on 
the contrary have made uſe of all my in- 
tereſt, had there been a neceſſity for it, 
to. procure them a good reception; but 
this was in no-wiſe the caſe, for Caſtil- 
moro was ſo prepoſſed in their favour, that 
he looked upon them as angels come 
down from heaven, or at leaſt as a ſet 
of new apoſtles whom God had ſent. to 
preach the goſpel to his pariſhioners, | 
who'indeed ſtood in great need of it. He 
therefore, in my . preſence, made over 
all his power and authority eccleſiaſtical 
to them; only reſerving to himſelf (out 
of a ridiculous and wretched, affectation 
of humility) the honour of ſerving them 
at the altar and at his own table. So 
extraordinary a beginning made me pro- 
miſe myſelf no ſmall diverſion: nor was I 
deceived, for the good. licentiate entered 


- EMS} 
upon his office. that very evening, and 
Wiaited on our angels while they were at 
ſupper, who acquitted themſelves much 
better than Tobias's angel did at Ra- 
guel's. Our honeſt landlord had full 
employment, and though his arms were 
pretty ſtrong, yet he found himſelf ob- 
liged to have recourſe to his ſervants to 
alliſt him in png and removing the. 
- diſhes. © + — 
It ſeemed as if they had waited my 
arrival to enter upon the miſſion, Which 
Was opened the very next morning with 
ringing of bells, and the reading a man- 
date promiſing numberleſs indulgencies 
to all who ſhould aſfiſt at it. This great 
privilege drew together not only all the 
peaſants of our village, but of the other 
villages for between twenty and thirty 
miles round: they flocked from all parts 
In ſuch numbers, that we ſhould ſpeedily 
have had a famine in the place had not 
the butchers, bakers, and innkeepers of 
the neighbouring towns, come in to our 
aſſiſtance: | theſe brought others with 
them; rand amongſt the reſt ſeveral 
- mercharits with their different goods * 
trinkets; ſo that all together made one 
af the completeſt and moſt 10 coun- 
2 og fairs.I had ever beheld. "A 
4 ; 3 e 


| [4] 
The reading of the mandate was fol- 
| lowed by a ſolemn proceſſion, in which 
was carried with great pomp an image 
of the Virgin as big as the life. It was of 
maſſy pewter, and caſt by Caſtilmoro 
bimſelf, who had for that purpoſe ob- 
liged his pariſhioners to bring in all 
their plates, diſhes, and ſpoons, even 
their very ſhoe-buckles, This ſuperb 
image was carried on the ſhoulders of 
twelve of the ſtouteſt country fellows 
that could be picked out, ſt like 
prieſts, and walking with all the ſtate 
and gravity of ſo many biſhops, to the 
noiſe of drums, trumpets, fifes, and 
; _— en ge w. bi, roceſſion made 
e circuit of the pariſh in great pomp z 
after which a Te Deum 92 3 — 
the whole concluded with giving out the 
ſermon and lecture for the afternoon. 
The latter part of the day was as di- 
verting to me as the firſt part had been 
ſerious. I got to the church betimes, 
and ſtationed myſelf in ſuch a manner that 
nothing that paſſed could eſcape me: I was 
placed in the center between the pulpit 
and the ſtage; for ſo I think I may call 
it, conſidering the uſe the monks made 
of it, and that a ſcaffolding had been 
purpoſely raiſed for them. And now 
5 5 our 


1 

our miſſionaries appeared: they ſet out 
with ſtriking up a Veni Creator, to call 
down the inſpiration of the holy ſpirit 
upon them; ur they had much better 
have invoked the aſſiſtance of common 
ſenſe, which they ſeemed greatly to want, 
as will preſently appear. We 

Of four miſſionaries that made their 
appearance at firſt, three vaniſhed for 
ſome time, ſo that one only was left on 
the ſtage; and he mounting the roſtrum 
began to hold forth in a diſcourſe againſt 
ſin. He took occaſion to touch upon 
Free Will, which he ſaid was abſolutely 
neceſſary to conſtitute ſin, But as it is 
much eaſier to conceive than define this 
prerogative of the ſoul, he was ſtrangely 
puzzled about it; and entangled himſelf 
in ſuch a manner, that he muſt infalli- 
bly have given up the point had not his 
brethren come to his aſſiſtance. 5 
I cannot ſay whether the ſcene th 

ollowed was an impromptu, or had 
been previouſly concerted between them- 
felves; but never in my life did I behold 

any thing more truly comic, than the 
farce they exhibited on this occaſion. In 
order I ſuppoſe to give us a clearer con- 
ception + 2 what the preacher had been. 
ſaying to us, one of the monks coming 
IR TY | B 3 upon 
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upon the ſcaffold mounts a rope thar 


was ſtretched from one end of the church 


to the other, and puts himſelf in balance 
on it: as ſ66n as he was mounted, his 


two comrades entered, the one dreſſed 


like an angel, the other like a devil, and 


placed themſelves on each ſide of him. 


So odd and unaccountable a ſpectacle 
could not fail of drawing the eyes of all 


the congregation upon the performers; 


but what moſt caught the attention of 
the people was, the dexterity of the 


monk in keeping himſelf ſteady on the 


rope, notwithſtanding the violent ſhakes 


and pulls that his comrades gave him, 


ſometimes on one ſide, ſometimes on the 
other: the preacher all the while crying 
out, Admire, admire, my children, 
the great virtue of the equilibrium 

© Behold here a true emblem of man's 


free-will. In vain would all the powers 


of heaven and hell endeavour to incline , 


it to either ſide; all their attempts - 


would prove fruitleſs, . ſo long as free- 
«will, which is the true. counterpoiſe of 
the ſon], did not give the preference 
to one more” than the other. This 


muſt be the ſtate of man before he can 


© be truly guilty of ſin. If it happens 
© that he is not in exact equilibrium, but 


ow 8 « Fiber 


TD ben 
trather inclines to the ſider of evil, the 
ä << he. commits, ought not to: be im- 
« .putedit9. him; becauſe God: is obliged: 
to make up by a portion! of his grace 
6 what is wanting to man to be in the 
5 Juſti mean, otherwiſe the evil he com- 
mits cannot be looked upon in the 
light of ſin, becauſe he is no longer to 
be accounted free. This yon ſee: here 
repreſented before your eyes in this 
good ſoul, who ſo ſtrongly reſiſts the 
efforts of the two ſpirits which are con- 
tinually ſoliciting it. Loui ſee it at pre- 
ſent appears indifferent to them both; 
but ſhould it give the preference to 
one, it will to 3 ib vac as that 
to Which it finds t eim natural 
ee 8 7 
Boe it emp ende char our r preacher 
had not the gift of prophecy, for ashewas 
uttering theſe words, the devil gave his 
comrade upon the rope ſuch a violent | 
| ſhake, that in ſpite of the boaſted coun- 85 
terpoiſe of free-will, he made his noſe 
touch the ground, to the no ſmall diver- 
ſion of all preſent, who could not forbear 
laughing heartily at the accident. But 
| this in no-wiſe' cooled their devotion; 
on the - contrary, the preacher laid: 
hold of 1 is 0 ſet before them rhe weak 
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neſs and infirmity of human nature, and 
the great neceſſity they were under of 
making interceſſion with God to ſupport 
them in the hour of temptation : and 
no ſooner was the ſermon ended, than I 
ſaw them running in crouds to a little 
office that had been purpoſely erected at 
the lower end of the church, where ſat 31 
one of the monks with a great book to 
enter the names of ſuch as were deſitous * 
of having maſſes ſaid for them: by * 

this ſcheme the miſſionaries got a good 
round ſum of money. = 
But however prophane and indecent 7 
this manner of preaching might appear 
to me, the good fathers found their ac- 
count ſo well in it, that they reſolved 
to continue it; and the next day pre- 
ſented us with a repetition of the ſame 'R 
tarce, which brought them in between 7 
ſeyen and eight hundred ducats more. 9 
And now finding their collections come 

in ſo faſt, they did not chooſe to ſuffer 
them to amount to any very conſider- 
able ſum without coming to an ac- 
count, leſt, if they ſhould make any 
one of their company their caſhier, he 
might be induced to play them a ſlippery 
trick, and make off with the booty. 
The monks are in general very well 
"IS | 
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them at his houſe. 


= 
- 


acquainted with one another's principles: 


accordingly they took each of them a 


ſhare a-piece, and preſented the fifth 
to Caſtilmoro, to reimburſe him the 
expence he had been at in entertaining 


” 


This ſupply came in very good time 


to the licentiate; for, at our return 


to the parſonage · houſe, we found a con- 
ſiderable encreaſe of company, of which 
I imagine he would rather have been 
quit. Theſe were Donna Cameria, that 
eternal talker whom I have mentioned 


| before, with three other ladies, all 
very pretty, but with the air of moſt 


finiſhed coquettes. The croud of people 
that had been drawn together by the 
miſſion had made lodgings very ſcarce, 


which had induced Donna Cameria to 
bring her company with her to the li- 
centiate's, who was her intimate acquaint- 


ANCE. | e | 
le received them with all the civility 


and heartineſs imaginable z but our re- 


verend fathers of the miſſion far outdid 
him, for they carried their civilitics 
even to a degree of gallantry; and I ſoon 
perceived that the eyes of theſe pre- 
tended ſaints were not blind to exterior 
ul! 


= amorous 


100] | 
amorous monk ! ſurely the moſt divert- 
ing that can be to a man of the world. 
I had had a little ſpecimen of it before 
In Father Pancracio 3 but nothing in 
Tompariſon of what I now ſaw. I could 
28 torbear laughing at this comedy, and 
efpecially at the affẽctedneſs and reſerve 
'of the ladies, who did every thing i in their 
oper to draw their reverend inamoratos 
on aud niake as complete fools of men 
el ate. £7 
the mean time, Caitilinoro: tho 
he had made a ſhew of ſuch hearty 
Welcome to his gueſts, found himſelf 
adam Uittle embarraſſed by them, as not 
nowing where to find beds, having 
reſigned all his to the miſſionaries. He 
imparted his perplexity to me: Indeed, 
aid I. this' is 4 great matter to be un- 
Eaſy 3 abour z P have you not a barn? that 
And a few Vip 'of ſtraw will do'the 
| buſineſs. The, fathers are accuſtomed to 
lie hard: ſo it will appear nothing new to 
them. Ay, but, "replied he; don't you 
think they will take it"illito be ſent ont 
of the houſe iutd a barn? No, no, ſaid I, 
leave that t me. If 1 may judge by 
their eyes, they would think "nothing 
too müch to oblige the ladies we have 
| Here. © An mont, ir was agreed? ar 
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the monks ſhould lie in the barn, and | 
Caſtilmoro commiſſioned me to acquaint 
them with it. 

When we returned back to the com- 
| pany, we found our miſſionaries buſied 
with the reſt at cards till ſupper-rithe. 
Mighty well, faid F to myſelf, the poor 
people's maſſes are likely to fly now. 
But I was deceived in my conjecture 85 % 
for the game went greatly again{t”, the a 
ladies all the evening, which put the 
monks into ſuch good humour, that 
I laid hold of the opportunity to open 
my commiſſion to them, which they 
immediately came into with the greateſt 
readineſs and complaiſance. Fn 
The plentiful cheer,” and the chit- 
chat of the women, kept us ſo long 
at ſupper, that it was near midnight be- 
fore we parted. I took the charge of 
conducting the monks to their new 
apartments; where, having given them 
plenty of good clean ftraw, I left them 
to ſleep as well as they could, and re- 
turned back to the houſe — 2 an inten⸗ 
tion of TRE to bed. 
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CHAP, Il 
A company of players arrive at 
Maſlilia. What happened to the 
miſſionaries in the barn. A pic- 
ture of the. Licentiate Caſtil- 
r | 


T WAS juſt entering the houſe when I 
heard the noife of dancing at ſome 
little diftance ; it was a company of 
ſtrollers and muſicians come from La- 
mego,who hearing that there was a great 
fair in our town, had ſtopt by the way 
in order to give us a ſmall ſpecimen 
of their art. Seeing ſome of the ac- 
treſſes very pretty, I entered into the 1 
dance with them, and then taking 
aſide the perſon who appeared to be 
maſter the company, I inquired „ 
| whether one prope ed to make any 
| ſtay at Maſſilia. He anſwered me, that 
Bl they ſhould ſtay no longer than there 
| Was a little money to be got. It fo, 
ſaid 1, it may be perhaps worth your 
while to ſtop a little, for we have one 
company of players already in the town, 
of a Hifferent kind from yours, who have 
found means to ſqueeze our purſes 


L131 
pretty well; for my part, I will certainly 
come and ſee you play. But where 
do you lodge ? As it was very late be- 
fore we got in here, replied the ſtage 
hero, we have not as yet had time to 
fix upon any place: beſides we have 
been told that the town is ſo full, that 
it will be almoſt impoſſible to get any 
lodgings ; therefore I ſhould ex-. 
tremely obliged to you, Signor, if you 
could tell me of any place where I might 
carry my company to upon occaſion. 
The oddneſs of the encounter, to- 
gether with this laſt ſpeech, put a 
thought into my head, which though, 


| N ſtrictly ſpeaking, not very charitable, yet 


appeared to me-a v roper method 
of puniſhing our —— for the airs 
of gallantry, and freedom they had ta- 
ken with our ladies. I thereupon an- 
fwered the maſter of the company, that 
all that was in my power to do for 
him was to make him the offer of a 
barn that I had at my diſpoſal. He 
very readily accepted of it, and as 
bis whole company were fatigued with 
their journey, = begged me to be ſo 
good to ſhew him the way to it. Upon 

which I immediately conducted them to 
the barn, the door of which was ang 
* | ne” oni 


R 
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L 
only by means of a ſecret ſpring, which 
I ſhewed them; and then s my 
leave of them pretended to retire. This 
1 did the better to obſerve the recep- 
tion theſe new lodgers would meet 
with from the miſſtonaries. 
I was 4 good deal furpriſed- ©/find 
wary ching quite quiet on their ſides for 
a conſiderable time; as for the players 
they made noiſe enough but the 
fathers had drank ſo plentifully the whole 
evening, that it was no eaſy matter to 
waken them. However," the players 
pris done talking, and beginning to 
; threw tlemſelves down in 
| Sa and nom che ſeene I had 
promiſed myſelf began in the following 
manner : - | 
One of the actreſſes going to lie 8 
down, unluckily threw: herſelf up- 
vn a müsohary, who being awaken- 
ed by her "falling on Him, put out 17 5 
hand to feel what it was. The 
affrighted to find herſelf Ho 80450 
ſeized by a man, gave a great {cream 
Which wakened the other łhrèe monks, 
and ht che ſume time pur all the bong 7" 
alarm, who — run 3 
10 Know what was the: Iman Wide 855 * 
8 * were . © 
way, 
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way, it happened that one of them laid 
hold of the beard of one of the mif- 
ſionaries, who in his fright Was en- 
deavouring to get out at tie door. The 
player taking him for one of his c 
rades, What the devil are you 1 
ſays he, to dreſs yourſelf up in this 
manner, are you going to play the part 
of Chalcas? pray thee. go to ſleep and 
let the wench alone. By Momus, cries 
the ſecond; who had got hold of another 
of the miſſionaries, I think we are to 
be in maſquerade all night: come, 
come, Ragotin, pull off thy domine, 
we have had dancing enough. By my 
faith, ſaid a third, I think this is the 
place where all the witches of the town 
keep their ſabbath, for L have hold of 
one here that is turned into 4 goat, 
but the devil fetch me if I det him 
ing them, theſe are perhaps the raſcally 
-country-ſtrollers-that the gentleman was 
Juſt now telling us of, Who have-pickefl 
up all the meney that we thought to 
hade got here. Pleaſecheaven we will pay 
hall not be in a condition to play for 


— 
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[ 16 ] 
| While the manager was thus ha- 
ranguing his company, the monks were 

doing all in their power to get out 
of hands of the-players. It hap- 
-pened that in the ſcuffle one of them 
gave his adverſary ſuch a box on the 
ear, as made the barn ring again. 
This was as a ſignal to the fight. The 
player 8 himſelf ſtruck, gave a 
great cry, and calling to his comrades, 
gentlemen, ſaid he, theſe are certainly 
the ſcoundrels his theatrical majeſty 
has been ſpeaking of. At theſe wo 
he threw himſelf upon the monk and 
beat him almoſt to a mummy, calling 
out all the while to his companions to 
treat the others in the ſame manner. 
And now the barn ecchoed with the 
moſt diſmal yells and ſcreams, eſpecially 
From the women, whom you would have 
worn were going to be murdered: fo 
that I began to be afraid leſt my co- 
medy ſhould have a tragical cataſ- 
trophe. In this apprehenſion I was 


juſt going to open the door, and part 
= — — when I ſaw the — ; 

ius, {aid one of them, if theſe Tal. 
Tals have taken the bread out of 
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. 
dear for it: they'll not be in a con- 
dition to play again for one week Pl 
warrant them; ſo, friends, it will be beſt 
for us to lay hold of this opportunity, 
and as ſoon as it is day to go and 
take up our licences before the affair 
comes to be known. 5 

Theſe laſt words redoubled my ap- 
rehenſion. I made towards the door, 
intending to go in and offer my aſſiſt- 
ance to the monks; but then reflect- 
ing that if I ſhewed my face they would 
certainly take it to be a trick of m 
playing them, I contented myſelf with 
iſtening to hear if they gave any ſigns 
of life ; when I was ſoon put out of 
my pain by the voice of one of the bat- 
ter'd ſaints, who, in a faint voice, 
ſaid to his comrades z by St. Francis, 
theſe devils have given me moſt helliſh 
treatment; Tam beaten to a jelly. Ah 
we richly deſerve it, ſaid another, was 
it only for making ſuch a mock of 
religion as we did the other day with 
our equilibrium. It was 1 the: 
devil himſelf whoſe ſhape | you wore» 
that came to revenge himſelf on us: I 
am only ſurpriſed that he did not twiſt 
all our necks, and carry us away to hell 
with him. I was mightily delighted — 
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thing had ſucceeded to my 
returned ſoftly to the houſe, and g 


the ſummons, and riſe. 


ring the time we 


18 1 


| the good father's credulity, and fbund 
tllat fear makes monks religious as wall 
as other people. 
at eaſe, as I was ſure that excepting) 


ary, every 


My mind was now 


ſome few bruiſes extraordinary 
wiſh: for : 


ing up to my chamber ke : — 
down on my bed. 7 
But I was not aan to — 


long there; for the ladies who had not 
t for a renſon that 


ſlept the Whole nigh 
J will leave the reader to gueſs, were 
at my door by day-brealæ to call me 
up. I was obliged in civility to obey 
5 Caſtilmoro 
us ſtirring” ſo early, tho it 
— hk the effec of Hoca 
which he greatly commended us, and 
ordered a good beakfaſt to be ſerved in, 
to keep up our er. as he ſaid, du - 
ould ſtay at church. 
We were hardly ſat down to table 
when we were joined by the miſſiona- 
ries. Their pale countenances, ſwelled 


eyes, and the black and blue marks 


= ag their faces, immediately ſtruck 
licentiate,, who aſked as in a 
great ſurpriſe, who had put them in 
chat condition? The * ſaid [= 
3:15 | ve 
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us, who have uſed us im the manner your! 
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have been tormenting us alf night⸗ Sa- 


tan enraged to find that we were go-? 
ing to ſnatch fröm him the ſouls! of 
the poor country people whom he had 
made ſure of for his on, let looſe 
a whole thouſand of his imps upon 


ſed e %, eee, nn eee 
Tho' no one was more at the bottom 
of the affair than myſelf, yet I affected 
the greateſt ſurpriſe: See ladies, ſaid I, 


with an air of aſtoniſhment, ſee” what 


lengths the curſed” fiend carries his dia- 
bolical malice to oppoſe the progreſs: 
of theſe" reverend fathers; and alas 

it is a melancholy conſideration” that he 
ſhould have ſo weil ſueceeded; for; add 
ed I, addreſſing myſelf to the miſſio- 


naries, it is impoflible for you in your 


reſent condition to continue your 
apoſtolic labours; it would be giving 
too much ſcope to evil and licentious 
tongues, who will not ſcruple to ſay, 


that theſe marks of violence came from 


ſome; other cauſe; therefore, for the 


honour of the church, and the eaſe of 
your on bodies, I think you had beſt 


abſtain from your functions for ſome 
G aer 
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[ Tho' Caſtilmoro was ſenſible that 
2 this would bring the whole weight of 
| the miſſion upon his ſhoulders, yet he 
could not forbear acknowledging that 
I was in the the right; and it was ac- 
cordingly concluded that they ſhould 
not preach till they could appear abroad 
without ſcandal. However, as their 
zeal would not permit them to remain 
altogether idle, they reſolved to em- 
ploy their time in hearing confeſſions: 
they accordingly ſhut themſelves up in 
their boxes, and ſo prevented all occa- 
ſion of ſcandal.  _ 00 PRE OP 
The fathers had ſcarce left the houſe, 
when we ſaw the manager, of the com- 
pany enter with ſome of the principal per- 
ormers. He was come to wait on the li- 
centiate from the lord of the manor toaſk 
his leave for himſelf and company to play 
in the town. Any other clergyman would 
have been greatly ſcandalized at a viſit 
of this kind; but Caſtilmoro was not one 
of thoſe rigid churchmen who are ene- 
E mics to pleaſure, and damn all thea- 
2 trical diverſions, and thoſe that fre- 
quent them; ht had been a great fol- 
F lower of them himſelf before he was. 
-” - preſented to his living, and had imbibed. 
1 ſuch a taſte for them, that he had ſent 


„ for 
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for a complete fet of puppets pur- 
poſely to divert his pariſhioners with 
on holy days. The players, who had 
been informed of this anecdote in the 
village, did not fail to compliment him 
upon his taſte, promiſing to uſe their 
urmoſt endeavours to deſerve his ap- 
probation, as well as that of the au- 
dience. | 

The moſt indifferent talents are al- 
ways. accompanied with ſome degree 
of ſelf-love, this made Caſtilmoro 
take the compliment paid _ by the 
players, as a panegyric upon his taſte, 
ey 6 was at beſt dot weak, and even ri- 
diculous in a man of his profeſſion ; he 
accordingly granted them full liberty to 
_ Exhibit their ſhews : he even went far- 
ther, for, finding himſelf burthened 
with the whole weight of the miſſion, 
for that day at 1 if not for ſeveral 
-others, he thought it rather too much 
to bear, and bethought himſelf of a 
_ ſcheme truly worthy of the genius of 
the tontrivers; this was to inquire 
of the players whether among all their 
theatrical ſtock they had not ſome re- 
ligious play. O ay, replied the ma- 
nager, that we have, ſeveral; there's The 

Death of Arius, a moſt edifying tragi 
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Feen 
i 85  comadys .tho* ſomewhat clumſy in its 
cataſtrophe, then we have Balaam's Ass, 
1 or The Ignorant Preacher, a comedy fre- 
Exhibited in our beſt cacerdis ; - 
; and then again The Viſionaries, or The 
Gauliſh Inquiſitors; and The Heretic 
.p<rForce,with The Stigmata of St Ma- 
..ry di Agreda, a piece of, five acts, with 
as many bloody cataſtrophes— 
1 Now you mention ſtigmata, ſaid A 
ES: e him, pray have you not 
1 ſe of Catharine of Provence? you 
. would oblige. yo greatly to ary us this, 
-AS:th ere is me lemethu ug new and very en- 
..textaining, in che- ſtory. . What — 
a mean, ſaid the buſlcin, it is a tragi- co- 
o medy that has made a great noiſe lately 
among the Gauls, chiefly, on accout of the 
extraordinary. manner of its unrayellipg 
>hat; which is without example. Don 
| Chaduno,who; worked up the ſtory, was 
himſelf ſurpriſed: at it; but this piece 
_ : has never been tranſlated into our 
tongue; howeyer, we are promiſed a 
+fragdation -of it by the confeſſor of a 
1reat prince, till which time we muſt. 
Waitewith patience. This will be a Work 
f great e to youth, eſpecially 
a8 ue * ill be riet a ene 
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Less! 5 
But have you nothing to give us in 
the mean time? aid Caſtilmoro. Doubt- 
leſs we have, anſwered the player. We 
have Harlequin turned Wag, The, new 
arquin, The Lady Doctor, or Divinity 
in Petticoats, The Bankruptcy of Mi- 
raclęs, The. Hold, hold. ſaid the li- 
dgenũate, this laſti Will do, as it is beth ex- 
cellent and new. Are you perfect in 
your parts? Why, it is not above a 
week, replied theomanager, ſince che 
patriareh made us play it before him 
and his ſeaminaxiſts at his contry-houle. 
0 then, ſaid Caſtilmoro, it Cannot 
choeſe but be: excellent, therefore make 
yqurſelves ready for playing it this ve- 
ry evening; Iwill engage you ſhall have 
an handſome audience, and will beſides 
take care to ſee you ſatisſied myſelt. 
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comeqy, tho ſome what clumſy in its 
cataſtrophe, then we have Balaam's Aſs, 
or The Ignorant Preacher, a comedy fre- 
© quently Exhibited in our beſt cacerdis 
and then again The Viſionaries, or The 
Gauliſh Inquiſitors; and The Heretic 

er Force, With The Stigmata of St Ma- 
ry di Agreda, a piece of, five acts, with 
as many bloody cataſtrophes ö 

Now you; mention ſtigmata, ſaid I, 
,ingerrupting him, pray have you not 
thoſe: of; Catharine of Provence? you 
„would oblige ys, greatly to give us this, 
<28:there isi eee 5 and very en- 
erding in the ſtory.” know hat you 


* aid, the b aſkin, it 18 Aa tragi- co- 


y: that; has made a great noiſe lately 
Among the Gauls, chiefly; on accout of the 
„extraordinary manner of its unrayellivg 
that Which is without example. Don 
Chaduno, ho worked up the ſtory, was 
himſelf. ſurpriſed; at it; but this piece 
has never been tranſlated into our 


tongue; -howeyer,.,we, are., promiſed a 


yIragation -of it by the confeſſor of a 
great prince, till; which time we. muſt 
Wait with, patience. * This will be a Work 


© of great ri van to youth, eſpecially 
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But have you nothing to give us in 
the mean time? aid Caſtilmoro. Doubt- 
leſs we have, anſwered the player. We 
have Harlequin turned Wag, The, new 
Tarquin, The Lady Doctor, or Divinity 

in Petticoats, The Bankruptcy of Mi- 
raclęs, The. Hold, hold, ſaid the li- 
gentiate, this laſti wille do, as it is beth ex- 
cellent and new. Are you perfect in 
your parts? Why, it is not above a 

. week, replied the manager, ſince the 
patriareh made us play it before him 
and his; ſeminaxiſts at his coutry-tioule. 
O then, ſaid Caſtilmoro, it cannot 
- chagſe but; be: excellent, therefore make 
_ © yauxlelyes ready for playing it this ve- 
ry evening; L.will engage you ſhall haye 
an handſome audience, and will beſides 

take eare to ſee you ſatisſied myſelt. 


: F "— 
* 48 * 
. * N 3 
f [ | N ] 
EY " 
* 
: mY E 2 * —— — 


5 CHAP, II. 
Story of a young licentiate dupe 
| by the — Shews br 
Caſtilmoro. Unravelling of the 
tragi- comedy. A notable piece 
of roguery to which the author 
was witneſs, | 


HE players took their leave, high- 
ly pleaſed with Caſtilmoro, who 
on his ſide was no leſs delighted with 
them ; and after they were gone left 
us to go and call over ſome of his 
old diſcourſes. We made an end of 
our breakfaſt, and then I waited on 
the ladies to the fair; where, as the 
cuſtom is, I was'obliged to do that which 
doſt me about two ducats; but it did 
not fare ſo well with a young licentiate 
whom we happened to meet with there. 

This was one of thoſe church- civet- 
cats that run after the women as they 
do after a benefice. He had riggled 
himſelf into a very handſome living by 
means of ſome baſe compliances, and 

the intereſt of one of the ladies in com- 
pany, whom I heard afterwards he gra- 
tified with a penſion of fifty ducats 2 05, 
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ſoon as he ſpied her.out, he darted thro' 
the croud to come at us; but not with- 
out greatly diſcompoſing the folds 
of his caſſock, and difordering the 
whole ceconomy of his curls, which 
put him in ſo violent a rage, that we 
thought he would every moment knock 
down ſome one or other of the country 
people. 
The light of the ladies ſomewhat 
_ calmed his fury, and his countenance was 
on a ſudden changed into an air of the 
utmoſt ſweetneſs and complacency : us 
made them a thouſand compliments 
.upon their looks, in hopes of meet- 
ing with a. like return from them, 
in which they did not fail to gratify 
him. He then began to bite his lips, 
to make them red and Pouting, and 
drew his mouth up into ſo many dit- 
» ferent forms while he was ſpeaking, 
that he was perfectly ridiculous, as well 
as by the ſhrugging up of his ſhoulders, 
and the various contortions he threw 
his body into, in ſaluting every one 
that paſſed him: and being very deſi- 
rous that we ſhould ſuppoſe him to have 
a general acquaintance in the country, 
he was every moment turning about 
en II. by 3 to 
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to ſalute every one that appeared tole- 
rably well dreſſed. | ; 

The women ſoon knew their man 
from this ſample, and began to aſk 
him what brought him to the fair. M 
good fortune, ladies, ſaid he, who knew 
1 ſhould have the happineſs of meet- 
ing you here, and a purchaſe I wanted 
to make of two fine horſes to add to 
my chariot: I was juſt going to pay 
the money for them, but ſhall not 
ftir now till I have done myſelf the 
, 'eafure of making you ſome little 
preſent—Here, Mr. Shopkeeper, con- 
tinued he, turning to one of the tradeſ- 
men, ſhew theſe ladies ſome of your moſt 

faſhionable goods, and never trouble 
your head about the price. The ſhop- 
keeper hearing this; immediately ſpread 
before us whatever he had of moſt cu- 
rious and valuable. The ladies each 
of them pitched upon what ſhe liked 
beſt, purely, as they ſaid, not to diſ- 
oblige ſignor licentiate. I could not 
help admiring the ſtupidity of the one, 
and the boldneſs of the others; but T 
have learnt ſince that this is a common 
cuſtom with what we call wel-bred 
women. They returned their reverend 
beau a great many thanks for his civi- 
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lity, and he got a few curteſies in re- 


turn for all the expence he had been at. 


Wie had not got twenty yards from him 


before the women began to laugh at him 
for his folly and ſtupidity. I could not 


help expreſſing my aſtoniſhment at ſuch 


A proceeding. I think, ſaid I, to one 
of them, ' the honeſt gentleman has no 
reaſon to be much pleaſed with this 
encounter; if I am not miſtaken, 


have lightened his purſe pretty well for 55 


him. Oh, anſwered one of the ladies, 
he is fadly off truly; what, can he 


think to take his jaunts for nothing, 


or does he imagine that we are to ſtand 


to liſten to all his nonſenſe and im- 


pertinence without being fatisfied for 
our trouble: beſides, it is the goods 
of the church, ſo we have nothing to 
reproach ourſelves with; theſe gentry 
come too eaſily by their money for there 


to be any ſcruple in Hharing 1t with them. 


While we were thus entertaining our- 
ſelves at the charge of the poor licen- 
tiate, I ſaw a troop of ſbirris'*® advanc- 


ing haſtily towards the place where we 


had left him, ſettling accounts with 
the merchant. This made me ſuſpect 


- . . * Shirri ate undöß-officers of juſtice like our 
conſtables. | 
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e had happened ſome difp ute be- 
tween them. Io ſatisfy kk I left 
my company, and ſoon found that my 
conjectures were but too true. I found 
them both ſo incenſed that they were 
every moment ready to fall together by 
the ears. But the ſhopkeeper, like a pru- 
dent and knowing man, in order to 
make ſure of his debtor, had ſent for 
the guard, who came up at that in- 
ſtant, and began to inquire what was 
the matter. The matter, ſaid tlie ſhop- 
| keeper, is only to make me get my mo- 
ney of this ſharper here, who has bought 
my goods, and wants to carry them 
off without paying me what they are 
worth. The licentiate acknowledged 
the debt, but then inſiſted upon havin 
juſtice of that ſcoundrel of a ET 
man, who, he ſaid, had the impudence 
to aſk him fifty ducats for a ſcarf, a toi- 
let, a pair of ear-rings, a necklace, and 
a pair of bracelets. Why, is that ſo 
very much for a gentleman, like you 
do pay? replied the officer; you would 
not have come off for as much again 
if you had had to deal with | ſome 
biſhops; ; beſides being condemned to a 


few years Saying to learn you; how 
4 1215 to 
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to diſpoſe of the poor's patrimony in 
this manner. | 
This wiſe remonſtrance had no op 
fect upon the licentiate, who ſtill con- 
tinued to refuſe payment. But the 
officer having given orders to conduct 
him to priſon, he at length found him- 
ſelf obliged to come down, and told 
out to the ſhopkeeper t he fifty du- 
cats, which he had laid by to purchaſe 
his coach-horſes, which he was now 
obliged to do without for ſome time. 
I returned” to the ladies as ſoon as 
I had ſeen an end of the. affair, and 
found them in very good company 
They had met with the lord of che CES 
manor, and ſeveral other perſons of theit 
acquaintance, whoſe company being 
more agreeable to them than that of 
Caſtilmoro and his miſſionaries, they 
readily agreed to a propoſal he made 
them of not parting during their 
ſtay. But as there would have been 
great unpoliteneſs in leaving the licen- 
ciate ſo abruptly after his genteel re- 
ception of them, they agreed to return, 
and paſs the remainder of the day at 
his houſe. 
Me continued at the FN ll it was 
time to go to church, where we pro- 
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miſed ourſelves ſome new ſcene of di- 

verſion from Caſtilmoro and his come- 
dians. However, we met with nothing 
for that time but a tedious declama- 
TW tion which he made againſt a certain 
new ſaint lately ſtarted up, to whom he 

feemed to have no great liking. He 
concluded his tireſome harangue with 

a benediction, and then diſmiſſed us 

with a. promiſe of preſenting us with 

Tome wonderful things in the after- 


Alfter ſuch a promiſe you may think 
we did not fail of repairing to the 
church, which was filled very early; ſo 
that in all probability I ſhould have 

been heartily tired of waiting, but for 

ga a fight which ſerved to divert me a 

little, and in which I ſhould certainly. 

have taken ſtill more. pleaſure, had not 

the reputation of our holy religion. 

i been too much. concerned in it: this 
= - was no other than our miſſionaries 
7 ſhut up in their confeſſionals with, 
their hands conſtantly ſtretched out, to 
give their benedictions to the poor ig- 
norant country people, who came in 
crouds to caſt themſelves at their feet. 
Theſe reverend zealots had been ſo 
taken up with this employment, that 


they 
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they had not. had time to think of 
dining. A ſtrange thing that! and whar 
would appear incredible to any one who 
did not know that a monk's avarice will 
get the better of his gluttony. The 
money that was given by every one 4 
who came. to. confeſs, and which was 
thrown into a little box faſtened to the 
ſide of the confeſſional for that pur- 
poſe, had put all thoughts of eating 
out of their heads, nor did they ſuffer 
aſtilmoro's. ſermon to put a moment's 
top to this lucrative function. 
The licentiate mounting the roſ- 
trum, began in a very elaborate and 
edifying diſcourſe againſt the vice of 
calumny.z. in which he undertook the 
defence of a certain monk of his or- 
der, who had not been able to eſcape 
the cenſure of evil tongues, notwith- 
ſtanding, as he. told us, his whole fra- 
ternity were ready to witneſs to the ho- 
lineſs and purity ofhis life. He then pro- 
ceeded to enumerate the many bad things 
that had been ſaid of him; and to make 
us more ſenſible of the melancholy ef- 
fects of this vice, he declared that it 
coſt the brethren of his order an immenſe 
ſum to repair his reputation, which had, 
been thus cruelly wounded; and this: 
| C4 can. 
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comes, fays he, dens himſelf to 
his hearers, of your abuſive and licen- 
tivus tongues ;'you imagine that a chance 
word, or an idle tale, be it true or falſe, can 
be attended with no conſequences; full. 
of this you are always ready to divert 
yourſelves at the expence of a prieſt ; 
and the world, which is naturally wicked, 
and has no affection for our cloth, liſten 
greedily to all the ill you can fay of 
it, and even take a pleaſure in ſpread- 
ing ſuch evil reports, till at 1 they 


reach the ears of the magiſtrate, who 
takes the affair in hand, and then for- 
ſooth the whole body muſt pay for your 


talking. 
I was utterly at a loſs what to > make 


bo this curious apoſtrophe of the licen- 
=  _* tiate's, but in the end I had it cleared 


up to me. 

Caſtilmoro had no ſooner diſmiſſed 
us than we found ourſelves accoſted by 
three or four of the comedians, who 
preſſed us mightily to enter their booth, 
aſſuring us that we ſhould ſee ſome- 
thing no leſs edifying than curious. 
We” did not. take long intreaty, but 
went in with them; and the country 


people bai heard chat the ſhew Was 
to. 


[33] 


to be given gratis, puſhed 1 in in ſuch crouds 
that the place, tho* a prodigious large 
barn, was in an inſtant as full as it 
could hold. | 
The farce however did not begin ll 
Caſtilmoro- came, who was gone to take 
ſome little refreſhment after his apoſtolic 
fatigues. As ſoon as he was. entered 
and had taken his ſeat, the curtain drew 
up, and they began -by giving us a 
true ſchool-boy's piece, tho' they would 
have palmed it upon us for the maſter- 
piece of a celebrated Fe of the 
college of Jeſuits. 
It was nevertheleſs very well received 
by Caſtilmoro, who was laviſh in his 
applauſe, in which he was ſeconded 
by the greateſt part of his pariſhioners. 
As a further mark of his approbation he 
preſented the performers with a purſe 
of money, which they refuſed, as think= 
ing themſelves ſufficiently paid by the 
permiſſion he had granted them of di- 
verting the public with their exhibitions; 
The muſicians, not willing to. be out- 
done in generoſity, as ſoon as the Piece 
Was over gave us a grand concerto . 
The muſick was ſome of the rougheſt 
J ever heard; however,  Caſtilmofe 


made a ſufficent apology for that by in- 
„nien . | forming, 
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forming us, that it was compoſed for 
the Chineſe by a monk of his order, 
who was one of the firſt who under- 
took the converſion of thoſe infidels; 
and in order to inſure himſelf ſucceſs, 


had begun by exhibiting theatrical 
pieces among them, which he ſet to mu- 
fic himſelf. | 


When this piece was over, we had a 
maſque and a chorus; the muſic of 
which was not quite ſo inſupportable 
as the former. I ſhall fay nothing of 


the words, as I was not able to hear any 
thing of them for the ſhouts and claps 
of the country people, who thought 


themſelves tranſported into paradiſe. By 
what I could learn from what little 
reached me, the ſubject of the piece 
was the apotheoſis of one Don John Gi- 


Ara, whoſe virtues t were reciting z 


religion, eloquence, and chaſtity, made 


his PaNegyric, and they exhorted the 


people to join with them in joy for his 
. This little piece was 


dancers, repreſenting the virtues, who. 
acquitted themſelves extremely ill. 


And now the ſcenery bong intirely 


changed, we were preſented with a 


womb, ſrom whence Sued 2 Kind of 


mo 


[35] 

monſter repreſenting luxury : this fury: 
having invoked all the infernal powers. 
to his aſſiſtance, we ſaw them come 
forth from different parts of the ſtage, 
and offer their ſervices to him; and, as 
it appeared, 1 in the nick of time; for 
the very inſtant that the monſter was 

iving them his orders, there aroſe 
Lain the ſame-tomb. a machine in the 
form of a cloud, ſurrounded with a glo- 
ry, and. riſing up by degrees to the mid- 
dle of the ſtage. 8 

In this machine was a phantom, all 
black, ee and ſurrounded by 
little Cupids, whom the ignorant coun- 
try people took for angels: Luxury no 
ſooner perceived this machine than he 
advanced with his train to oppoſe the 
aſcent of this demi- god to heaven. He 
reproached him to his face with the 
yices he had been. guilty of, named 
the virgins he had ſeduced, enumerat- 
ed the facrileges he had committed, 
and concluded by commanding the fu- 
_ ries to pull him from his throne, and 
hurl him headlong into hell. 

His orders would. have been imme- 
diately put in execution but for a troop of 
black ſpectres, who; ſuddenly iſſuing from 
under the ſtage, came ta the W 
e of. 
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of their- diſtreſſed: brother: they formed 
- themſelves into a ballet-dance together, 
which ended in a battle between the 
ſpectres and the furies. The fight 
was obſtinate, and I do not know how 
it would have ended, had not heaven 
interpoſed to ſeparate them. On a 
ſudden: we ſaw a thunderbolt hurled 
from the top of the theatre; but whe- 
ther for want of addreſs, or whether 
it was done thro' malice I cannot de- 
termine, the fuſee that ſhould have 
fallen on the fiends, unfortunately fell 
on the hero of the: piece, and ſet his 
robe all in a blaze; from whence the 
flames communicated themſelves in an 
_ inſtant to the canvas that formed the 
clouds; ſo that the poor wretch found 
kimſelf quite ſurrounded with fire and 
ſmoke, and muſt certainly have been 
burnt alive, had not the fire luckily 
burnt aſander the ropes that held wed 
machine, which fell down with him upon 
two of his companions, whom it almoſt 
Killed; and the demi-god himſelf broke 
ſome of his ribs in the fall. Caſtilmore 
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but che buſlein, inftead of calling upon : 
God, damned and ſwore like an heathen) 
giving e whole ordert to the devilzandthe | 

| . monk 
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was ſome reſtitution going forward. In 

this perſuaſion I ſhewed him into a room 

to which theſe holy mountebanks had 
iven the name of the exchequer cham- 

' WE where we found them buſied in 
dividing the ſpoils of the day. As ſoon. 
as they perceived us, him whom the 
ſteward had. named to me, came up to 
him, and taking him aſide into a little 
cloſet juſt by, ſhut themſelves in that 
they might confer together without in- 

terruption. 3 N 
My curioſity had been too much 
awakened, and I knew* the genius of 
the monks too well, to let a ſcene of 

this kind eſcape me. Accordingly I 
went as ſoftly as poſſible into my own 
chamber, which was ſeparated from 

the cloſet in which they were locked up: 
only by a very thin partition, and that 
badly joined ; ſo that I could fee and 
hear almoſt every thing that paſſed, 
i ſoon found that matters were as 
I had ſuſpected; the ſteward was no 

ſooner got into the cloſet than he pulled 
out of his pockets four large bags full of 
gold, and putting them into the monk's 
hands, threw himſelf at his feet. The 
ſeverity of the miſſionary was not proof 


againlt this dazzling metal, of which 


7 


N | how- 
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however he was only to be the truſtee ; 
for the ſteward begged him with many 
earneſt intreaties to reſtore that ſum to 
his maſter; but in ſuch a manner that 


it might not be known to come from 
him, The monk promiſed faithfully 
to do what he requeſted of him; and 
ter a ſhort exhortation tobe more faithful 


for the future, he diſmiſſed his penitent 
much lighter in conſcience and pocket 


than when he came to him. 


Every thing hitherto went as it ſhould 


do, bur I had a ſtrange ſuſpicion that 
the prieſt's avarice would not let it ſtop 


here. Accordingly, he was no ſooner 
left alone than he began to empty the 
bags, one by one, and examine their 
contents. The fight of ſo much gold, 
which he already longed to be in full poſ- 
ſeſſion of, threw him into a kind of ex- 
taſy, and prevented him for ſome time 


from thinking that he might poſſibly 
be overheard. Ah f what a. glorious - 
ſtroke might here be ſtruck |! cried he in 
the firſt fally of his tranſports—two 
thouſand five rindi and ſeventy- ſeven 
ducats! how ,nobly this ſum would fer 
up us poor. devils of monks |! It would be 


worth an hundred miſſions to us: ard 


Wat ſhould hinder us from making ule 
| of 


4 | 
of what fortune has thus thrown in our 
Way? as for Don Pompeo, to whom it 
is to be reſtored, he does not want it, 
ſince his affairs have gone on hitherto- 
as well without it: beſides, it is part of 
his ſuperfluities, and as ſuch ought to. 
be given to the poor; therefore he can- 
not =; he would receive it again, as it 
properly belongs to us, as the chief of 
the poor; this point is inconteſtably de- 
cided by Buſembullumm. | 
In conſequence of this fine reaſoning, 
the monk was about to carry the mo- 
ney into the exchequer chamber, and 
depoſit it there for the good of the 
community, when ſtopping ſhort— 
Fair and ſoftly, ſaid he; what reaſon 
have I to ſhare this with my com- 8 
rades? What part can they claim in it? 
Am I not wholly indebted to my own 
induſtry for this lucky hit? Doubtleſs 
I am; but then we entered into an 
agreement at our firſt aſſociation to 
ſhare equally in the good or bad for- 
tune that ſhould befall us May be 
ſo; but ſurely it would be great in- 
juſtice that I ſhould not have-ſomewhat 
more than the reſt— So, there's for my 
trouble; in ſaying which he locked up 


two of the bags, and went to ſeek out his 
com- 
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rompanions to ſhare the reſt with 


then | 
As ſoon as theſe venerable thieves 


had done dividing their booty, they 
joined the company who were diverting, 


themſelves at cards till ſupper-time. 
The ladies were not more fortunate this 
day, than they had been the preced- 
ing evening, when they played againſt 
the monks ; which theſe latter ſeeing, 
it gave them a ſtrong inclination. tp try 


their luck a ſecond time, The ladies 
vere at firſt againſt admitting them; hut 


it was no ſooner agreed to, and they 
of the day changed intirely, and the · 


ſeints purſes bled plentifully. After ſup- 
per was over, they demanded their re- 


venge, which was granted them; but 


lock fill continued to run againſt them, 


and the more they loſt, the mote eager 


they were for play, till at length they 
were ſtript of all their own money, and 


that which the ſteward had lately intruſt- 
ed them with, into the bargain. 


Ek nA. 
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C H A P. IV. 
The W of the monk "IFRS 
cio. 


"WAS cake in the morning by 

the noiſe of the bells, which I curſ- 
A a thouſand times: however as L 
was not. -to be at the general. com- 
munion that was to be given that. 
day, I endeavoured. to compoſe myſel f 
þ to, reſt again, in order tq repair 655 
fat N dey af the foregoing night; b 

in pale le 


g it utterly op 15 — / 

: and went. Nene Bi 0 1h ere I was. 
recably ſurpr if Tad uncle 
on Antonio, 5 = his. ſide was no 


leſs. delighted to ſee ray having been 
in great gs on my account, occa- 
ſioned by a new. ſcene that had hap- 
pened to Atouega, ſince my departure. 
As there is ſamething very 3 — 5 | 


in this adventure, and m— it ſeems to 

ſhew how far the treachery and villa- 

ny of a monk will carry.him, I fancy: 

the reader will not be diſpleaſed at my 
giving him in an account of it. 

Segrce had Conſtantia, D. Henriques, 

. an elf, left the inn, when it was 


> ſur- 
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ſurrounded by a party of ſoldiers with 
ſignor Pancracio at their head; they 
laid hold on the landlord, and threatened 
to carry him inſtantly to priſon, unleſs 
he forthwith delivetedt up to them two 

entlemen and an hermit, who, were 
Ther in his houfe. The landlord, with- 
out being in the leaſt diſconcerted, made 
anſwer, that they had one of them 
already in their power (pointing to the 
monk) and as for the others, he added, 
it was not in his power to deliver 
them up, becauſe they had left his 
houſe ſome time before, and he did not 
know) which road they had taken : the 
alcaide, thinking this was an excuſe 
of the landlord, gave him in charge to 
two of his men, and having poſted 
others at every door and avenue of the 
houſe, he took the reſt with him to aſ- 
fiſt in making a ſtrict ſearch; but af- 
ter having 5 Bel every hole and cor- 
ner, without being able to meet with 
what they looked for (at which they 
_ were not a little enraged; as Pancracio, 
to encourage them, had aſſured them, that 
they would find a great quantity of mo- 
ney) they N to where they had 

left the innkeeper, whom they endea- 
voured to intimidate, by telling 1 85 | 
6 | e 
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that they would accuſe him in the name 
of the holy inquiſition, for. having given 
harbour to two raviſhers who had car- 


o 


ried off a nun. | 


Odſo, why did not you tell me this 
at firſt, replied the innkeeper with 
great coolneſs, you would have ſaved 
yourſelves a great deal of trouble and 
me too, for I could directly have found 


you what you are in ſearch. of: there, 
ſays he, pointing to Pancracio, there's 
your man; and what is more, 
acquaint you that this worthy gen- 
tleman, who has accuſed others of 
the rape in queſtion, is himſelf a monk 
in difguiſe ; who I ſuppoſe deſpairing of 
enjoying the fruit of his crime, has a 
mind to ruin thoſe who were the au- 
thors of his diſappointment: the other 
two perſons you are in ſearch of, met 


I muſt 


here by mere accident, and did not come 


in till near two hours after one another; 


they dined together, and afterwards car- 
ried the nun off with them without my 


knowing what road they have taken ; 

the only conjecture I can form about 

the matter from what I heard them ſay, 

is, that they are going to put her into 

. the bands of a lady of honour and vir- _ 
i | | rue, 0 


Ms 


n - 
tue, who will rake care to ſee her re- 
ſtored to her parent. 
The confuſion 1 in Pan- 
cracio's countenance at theſe laſt words, 
gave the alcaide a ſuſpicion, that he 

Was himfelf the author of the crime he 
wanted to puniſh others for; and im- 
mediately ordered his guard to lay hold 
of him, which they did, and upon ſearch- 
ing him, found a great quantity of gold 
in his pockets, which they applied to 
their own uſe; they even took from him 
is very pocket-book, in hopes of meet- 

ing with ſome bills of exchange; but 
they found only two letters, one from 

FF the pretended counteſs of Maſcarenez, 

| in” which that honeurable lady engaged 
to deliver him up the lovely nun with 
whom he was enamoured ; and another 
from an apoſtate monk who had fled 
into the kingdom of Algarva, from 
*whence he wrote to Pancracio, that he 

- © had furniſhed apartments for him and 

the fair Conſtantia, his intended ſpouſe. 

A, Tho' theſe proofs were mere than. 

"ſufficient, yet the alcaide did not con- 
tent himſelf with them; but out of the 
extreme deſire he had to find the monk 
ſtill more guilty, or rather to enrich 
himſelf more by his ſpoils, he imme- 
h | diately |. 


| [4] 

diately ran with ſome of his guard to 
Pancracio's chaiſe, behind which were his 
portmanteau anditrunks, which they foon 


broke open, and found them full of 


bags of ducats, and a great quantity 
of church-plate, which the ſacrilegious 


monſter had ſtolen and broke into pieces 


for the more eaſy conveyance : the bags 
were preſently emptied, and the contents 
ſhared, and the plate would have under- 


gone the ſame treatment, had not the 
tear of committing ſacrilege, which 
might ſubject them to the inquiry of the 


inquiſition, == their hands : theſe 
therefore they ſet a-part as unanſwerable 


proofs of the apoſtacy and villany of this 


monk, who was immediately handcuffed, 
and carried to the 'priſon of Villaleda. 


The alcaide then ſet out with a party of 
his men to ſcour the country in ſearch 


of us; but without ſucceſs. 


Ambroſe, who had been witneſs to 


this adventure, was fo frightened at i, 


that he made it his firſt buſineſs to run 


back and acquaint Don Antonio with all 


the particulars. One may eaſily gueſs 


at the anxiety he was under for near a 
fortnight, that he was without hearing 


any thing from me: this ſilence made 


him apprehenſive that I had fallen into 


2 


the 
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* hands of the alcaide and his people, 
and it was partly to ſatisfy himſelf with 
this particular, that he had taken this 
journey to Maſſilia; and no words can 

aint the joy he expreſſed at finding 

ow well J had extricated myſelf from 
that affair. Caſtilmoro was ready to 
ſhew the ſhare he took in his ſatiſ- 
faction, by ordering a good breakfaſt 
to be ſet before him; and as he could 
not ſtay to keep him company himſelt, 
being obliged to celebrate high maſs 
that forenoon, he contented Snimſelf 
with deſiring me to take his place, and 
very heartily exhorted my uncle to re- 
cruit his ſpirits by a chearful glaſs. 
Don Antonio was never very curious 
about ſermons, and I on my part began 
to be heartily tired of them; ſo that 
we let them ring in at the miſſionaries 
without ſtirring from table, where we 
.did the beſt in our power to lay in a 
ſtock of ſpirits for them. We could 
not however continue our employment 
ſo long as we would have done, for the 
ſervants being all of them gone to 
church on account of ſome extraordi- 
nary indulgencies that were to be grant- 
ed that day, it happened that one of 
them 208 taken the key of the cellar 
g EE with, 
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with him in his pocket, which obliged 
us to ſtop ſhort at the ſixth bottle, the 


whole ſtock that was left in the beaufet. 


This accident violently exaſperated Don 
Antonio, who by this time was en- 
tered pretty far into buſineſs ; he ſwore 
and laid about him like. a madman, 
curſing the monks and their indulgen- 
cies, whom he ſaid were not all toge- 
ther worth a ſingle flaggon of wine. 


In. order to quiet him a little I pro- | 
poſed his going with me to the church, 


where we might perhaps meet with the 


fellow who had the care of the cellar. 
In a word, thirſt made the good man do 


that which devotion could not; we roſe 


from table, and ſet out for the church; we - 


had not got ten yards from the houſe 


before we heard one of the fathers roar- 


ing againſt the great ſinfulneſs of fin, as if 
he would tear his lungs to pieces. God a 
mercy gown, ſaid Don Antonio, I 
think it rains nothing but ſermons and 


-preachers here! Faith, I had much 


rather it would rain wine, What the 


devil ſignifies all this noiſe and buſtle ? 


the people here will be never a whit the 


better for it. That may be, ſaid I, but 
the good fathers pur{'s will; and this 
they are very ſenſible of by the little 
l.. -D expe- 
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experience they have already had. Upon 
| which I related to him all the go 
impoſitions of theirs which I had been 
wicneſs to, not forgetting to mention how 
finely they had been flung by the four 
females the night before; at which the 
honeſt licentiate laughed very heartily, 


CHAP. v. 


A merry adventure that befel one 
of the miſſionaries while he was 
preaching. A ſolemn proceſſion. 


AS Don Antonio had undertaken 
. this journey to church on no other 
account than to get the key of the wine- 
cellar, he was for making the beſt of his 
way in immediately; but the croud 
was ſo great that we could not even 
get within ten yards of the door. I 
never in my life ſaw a greater concourſe 
of people; they filled not only the 
church, but likewiſe a large ſquare place 
that was before it. One of the monks 
who had got out of the church in order 
to make the people keep filence, that 
his brother within might be heard, Was 
himſelf aſtoniſhed at it. He found his 
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apoſtolic zeal rouſed at the ſight of ſuch 
a numerous audience; and as it was 
impoſſible for them to hear any thing 
that was ſaid by the preacher within, 
a thought took him in his head that he 


would give them a ſermon himſelf, Ac- 
cordingly he mounted a little cart that 


happened to be ſtanding there, and 
which a countryman had left to the care 
of his ſon, while he had gone into 
clturch to pick up a few indulgencies 
in his way. | 
The monk pitched upon this as a 
proper theatre for diſplaying his elo- 
quence on, and began to hold forth on the 
ſecond commandment. After an exor- 
dium ex abrupto, he ſhewed how un- 
ardonable thoſe were who took God's 
holy name in vain, and began to repeat 
all the oaths and imprecations common 
in the mouths of carmen; of which he 


gave ſo exact a detail, that one would 


ave been tempted to have taken him 


for one of thoſe people himſelf: but the 


vehement zeal he ſhewed againſt ſuch 
ſort of crimes, had like to have coſt 
him his life, for the horſes that were 


in the cart, frightened at his violent 
curſing and ſwearing, and thinking they 
had five or ſix carmen at their heels, be- 
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gan to ſet out at full ſpeed in the 
middle of the ſermon, dragging the 
poor preacher along with them like 
another Hippolitus. Th. 

This accident ſo confounded all who 
were preſent, that not one of them 
thought of lending the poor devil the 
leaſt aſſiſtance, tho* he roared out like 
one poſſeſſed : the noiſe he made only 
ſerved to ſpirit up the horſes more, 
who finding themſelves without a driver, 
ran up and down in confuſion without 
keeping in any one tract. The monk 
began now to be more afraid than ever, 
See. clung with all his might to the 
fides of the cart; but the ſight of a 
ſtone - buttreſs which ſtood right in the 
way, and over which the horſes ſeemed 
Juſt preparing to carry him, made him 

looſe his hold; and the fear of being 
beat to pieces with the cart, determined 
Rim to throw himſelf out of it into a dee 
ſlough which was not two yards diſ- 
tant from the place, and which he 
thought himſelf very happy to meet 
with. Accordingly in he threw himſelf; 
but his fall was ſo heavy, that he funk. 
up to his chin in mud, Which drew on 
him the ſhouts and hallowing of the 
| | : people, 
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people, who had juſt before been admi- 
ring his eloquence. 

Don Antonio was ſo highly delighted 
with this comical ſpectacle, that he for- 
got his thirſt for ſome time: indeed, 
as it happened, he would not have had 
much time to have ſatisfied it in, for 
this ſcene was ſcarce over when it was 
ſucceeded by another, which tho' more ſe- 
rious in appearance, yet had a no leſs 
diverting ending. This was a ſolemn 
proceſſion conducted with great order 
and decorum, which made me imagine 
that it had been concerted by the monks 
the night before among themſelves. The 
retinue, which was a very numerous one, 
was divided into four claſſes; the firſt 
compoſed of virgins, of which I never 
ſaw a greater number aſſembled together, 
and yet perhaps few villages had leſs of 
them, and the ſecond of the married 
women ; the young men made up the 
third, and the penitents cloſed the rear. 
This laſt claſs was the leaſt numerous 
of the four. 
The troop of virgins was headed 

by one of the ladies who had the day 
before ſo finely plumed our miſſionaries: 
ſhe carried the croſs, and had for ſup- 
porters her two companions, each of 
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them with a lighted taper in her 
hand. Tho' they had exerted all their 
art and colouring to ſhine forth on this 
occaſion, I could not help remarking a 


certain air of wearineſs in them, and 


eyes that betrayed the* want of ſleep : 
this I was ready to attribute to the 
effects of devotion; but I underſtood 
ſoon after that they had fat up all the 
night before at a ball which Don Pom- 
pejo had given at his own houſe, and 
could not help making ſome * reflections 
on ſo odd a contraſt, Is it poſſible, ſaid 
F to mylelf, that one can paſs fo eaſily 
from one extreme to another ? Or ra- 
ther, can it be imagined that two ſuch 
oppoſite things as devotion and a taſte 
for worldly pleaſures' can be united in 
the ſame perton ? certainly ſuch notions 
are unknown to any but monks and 
women: the ſpirit of meanneſs and con- 
tradiction that is ſo prevalent in the 


one, and the love of gain that governs 


the others, is alone capable of pro- 


ducing ſuch unaccountable effects. 


They honoured me with a very low 
curteſy as they paſſed me, accom- 
panied with a moſt bewitching ſmile. 
Donna Cameria headed the married 
women; and tho' ſhe led only a 

| troop 
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troop of country dowdies, ſhe marched 
with as much pride and ſtate as a bi- 
ſhop in proceſſion at the head of his 
clergy on a viſitation day : ſhe likewiſe 
honoured us with a curteſy, but not 
quite ſo low as the others had done: 
wereturned the compliment in a propor- 
tionable manner, and ſtaid to ſee the 
reſt of the proceſſion paſs by, I had 
forgot to mention that the monks, in 
order to give a greater variety to the pa- 
geant, had mixed the different claſſes 
with each other, fo that the young men 
followed immediately after the maids, 
and the penitents after the married wo- 
men : theſe Jatter were followed by 
twelve ſtout fellows drawing a croſs up- 
wards of twenty-five cubits long, upon 
large caſters, As it was extremely heavy 
they relieved each other by turns; 
every one was eager to lay hold of 
the rope, on which the miſſionaries had 
ſtrung a great number of indulgencies 
and pardons: behind this long and heav 
machine came the licentiate Caſtilmoro, 
marching with all the majeſty of a 
prelate, with one hand reſting upon this 
figurative inſtrument of our ſalvation, 
Tho' there was nothing edifying in 
this ſpectacle, yet it happened by an ex- 
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traordinary chance to inſpire Don Antonio 
with the jpirit of devotion, who was one of 
thoſe weak-minded men who are eaſily 


caught with mummeries of this kind. 


He now fell into the proceſſion, which 
he accompanied in a very devout man- 
ner (I following him out of complai- 
ſance) to the church, where a high maſs 
was celebrated on the occaſion, at which, 
as I was informed by the ſexton, up- 


wards of 5793 perſons communicated. 


The pious miſſionaries diſmiſſed us 
after this curious ceremony was over, 
giving us at the ſame time an invitation 
to attend a conference which was to be 
held that evening; where, as the 

told us, we ſhould: be witneſs to ſuch 
things as had never yet been heard or 
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CHAT X£ 
The ſhorteſt in the book. . 
ON Antonio and I a for 


making the beſt of our way back 
to the parſonage-houſe; but found our- 


ſelves ſtopt at the church-door by a 
prodigious croud of people who were 


gathered round two pilgrims, whoſe 
noble deportment, and genteel addreſs, 


ſoon gave me to underſtand, that they 
were not of the common elaſs of re- 
ligious mendicants, who make a living 
by wandering up and down. the coun-- 


tries, and abuſing the credulity of the 
poor ignorant people. - Notwithſtanding 
my haſte to be at home, I could not 
paſs by without, ſtopping to aſk them 


ſome queſtj6ns, which they anſwered . 
with an. ait.. of politeneſs and good 


breeding, ſeldom to be found amongſt 


people of their appearance. If I found 
myſelf charmed with their converſation, 


I was ſtill more ſo at the ſight of the 
youngeſt, who ſeemed to me at moſt 


not above 1e een : his beauty, and 
his exceſſive modeſty, 


what was more, 


made me ſuſpect, that there might be 
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ſome myſtery beneath this diſguiſe, and 
that they were in fact very different 
people to what their dreſs beſpoke them. 
The adventure of Pancracio and Con- 
ſtance now came into my mind, and 
J fancied this might be ſomething 
of the like nature : full of this idea, 
and curious to be ſatisfied concerning 
the truth of my ſurmizes; I intreated 
them very civilly to go along with us 
to the parſonage-houſe; where, I ſaid, 
I hoped to be able to procure them 
ſuch refreſhment as they might ſtand 
in need of after their fatigues, 

After ſome littie ceremonies, they 
conſented to accept of my offer; and 
being got clear of the croud, I con- 
ducted my new gueſts to Caſtilmoro's 
houſe, where we found him and my 
uncle Don Antonio (whoſe call of thirſt 
had not permitted him. to dance attend- 
ance upon my curioſity). ready to fit 
down to table with the holy fathers 
miſſionaries. The honeit licentiate, who 
was no leſs ſtruck than myſelf with the 
air of dignity that appeared in their 
countenances, received them with 
great politeneſs, and ordered a cover 
to be ſet for each: all the time we 
were at table I obſerved our monks 
* | eyeing 
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eyeing the young pilgrim with marks of 
the greateſt admiration ; and they were 
on all occaſions ready to ſay a thouſand: 
little obliging things to him; but he, 
ſo far from making any anſwer to them, 
kept his eyes fixed in modeſt ſilence 
on the ground, and ſcarcely ſeemed to 
hear any thing they ſaid : this behaviour 
only ſerved to redouble their curioſity 


and ſurpriſe, What reaſon, ſaid they 


one to another, can the old man have 
for treating this ſweet young creature 
which ſo much ſeverity ? It is down- 


right murder to expoſe ſo tender a form 


to the rude fatigues of a pilgrimage : 


if he has been guilty of any crime, 


could he not have gone and done 7 — 
ife 


nance himſelf without expoſing the 


of this young innocent? There is ſome- 
thing ſhockingly cruel in ſuch a 
ceeding. He may probably have his rea- 


ſons for it, ſaid another; and I muſt. 


own, I ſhould be glad to know them: 
let us deſire the favour of him to ſatiſ- 
fy us in this particular. There is no 


} 


difficulty in the thing; theſe ſort of 
people are never ſo well p | 
they are relating their adventures. 
Their reverences were not the. only 
perſons. of the company who had a 
5 cui 
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curioſity to be informed of the reaſon 
of their - pilgrimage, Caſtilmoro and 
every one 1 were equally deſirous 
of it; and the licentiate managed the 
converſation ſo as to make it fall in- 
ſenſibly upon the ſubject of our de- 
ſires. The old pilgrim ſoon perceived 
his drift, and very politely ſaid, I fee 
Sir, you and the reſt of this good com- 
pany are impatient to know who we 
are, and what were our motives for un- 
dertaking this pilgrimage ; this is a 
ſecret which I have hitherto kept care- 
tully concealed ; but the prudence which 
ought to make an inſeparable. part of 
the character of thoſe of your profeſſion, 
and the obligation we have to you for the 
generous reception we have met with here, 
not only incline but even force me to 
gratify your deſire: I have only one fa- 
vour to requeſt of you before I begin 
the relation of my adventures; which 
is to promiſe me that you will keep 
them ſecret. We all readily promiſed 
never to mention them again to any 
| prom whatever : upon which he began 
his ſtory in the manner as will be ſeen 
in the following chapter, - 
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CH A P. vn 
The hiſtory of the count de Re- 
dundo and Donna T hereſia. 


OU have doubtleſs, gentlemen, 
heard before to-day of the diſmal 
effects of love, ſaid the old pilgrim : 
the world is full of ſtories of this kind, 
and of the unhappy conſequences ariſin 
from this fatal paſſion; but — 
the many inſtances that may have come 
to your knowledge, I queſtion much 
whether any were equal to mine; as 
you will be able to Judge by the relation 
I am now going to make you. 
The count de Redundo, my father, 
after having placed me in the poſts he 
occupied at court, retired to one of his 
_ eſtates in the country, where he ended he 
ended his days in that happy tranquil- 
lity which is unknown to thoſe who are 
the followers of a court. I was then 
about the perſon -of Don John, our ſo- 
vereign of glorious memory, and was 
| honoured with a conſiderable ſhare of 
his confidence. You will eaſily ſuppoſe, 
that in ſuch a ſituation the conqueſt af 
hearts was a matter of no great diffi- 
culty, 
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culty, eſpecially in a court ſo famed for 
its gallantry, as was that of the prince 
I am ſpeaking of : but amongſt all the 
beauties to whom I had a right to make 
pretenſions I found my heart engaged 
to one in particular above the reſt : 
ſhe was none of thoſe coquettiſh ones 
of her ſex that place all their atten- 
tion in concealing their own defects, and 
ſtudying the weak ſides of the men 
whom they intend to make their ſlaves. 
Sweetneſs, modeſty, and candor (rare 
qualities in a court) made the principal 
parts of her character; beautiful by 
nature without the aſſiſtance of art, 
and with the ſecret of pleaſing every 
one without ſeeming to intend it, her 
charms were ſo much the more danger- 
ous, as no one entertained a ſuſpicion 
of them, and conſequently could not be 
upon their guard: I myſelf experienced 
the truth of this on an occaſion where- 
in ſne had not the leaſt deſign upon 
my heart any more than I at that time 
had on her's. It was as follows: 
Don John being put into the peace- 
able poſſeſſion of the throne of Portu- 
84 was willing to teſtify his acknow- 
ent to the principal noblemen 
and grandees of the court, * | 
No, , : | | O0 
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ſo generouſly ſupported his cauſe; for this 
purpoſe he made a magnificent entertain- 
ment to which they were all invited. Iſhall 
not take, up your time with a deſcrip- 
tion of it, as the detail would carry me 
too far, and ſhall content myſelf with 
ſaying, that the greateſt maſter-pieces 
of art and nature were united to make 
it as ſplendid as poſſible ; amongſt the 
great number of women of quality, 
who were not the leaſt ornaments of this 
ſuperb feaſt, was one named DonnaThe- 
reſia de Mundao : this was the fair one 
whoſe picture I have already given 
you; and the remembrance of whom 
ſtill draws tears from my eyes. As 
ſhe was at that time one of the ladies of 
| honour to thequeen, ſhe attended her 
royal miſtreſs to the ball with which the 
entertainment was to open. The princeſs 
herſelf was not a litte admired for her 
ſprightlineſs and ſkill in dancing; but 
Donna Thereſia, who danced next after 
her, was greatly ſuperior on account of 
the bewitching grace with which ſhe 
accompanied every ſtep: the courtiers 
were to a man enchanted with her, and 
nothing but policy kept them from 
- openly giving her the preference to the 
queen. Donna Thereſia, who joined * 
r the 
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the moſt exquiſite beauty a modeſty 
without example, was not in the leatt 
vain or proud upon the encomiums ſhe 
heard laviſhed on her from every mouth; 
- ſhe received all the compliments made 
her, and returned them with politeneſs, 
but at the ſame time ſhewed an indiffer- 
ence to them, that was ſurpriſing in a 
perſon of her ſex and beauty. | 

As the rank I then held about the 
king, put me every way upon a footing 
with her, I defired her to grant me the 
favour of her hand to dance with me; 
ro which ſhe conſented. Fatally delight- 
ful complaiſance ! this was the ſource of 
all my misfortunes, as it has been of the 
greateſt pleaſures that man could taſte 
in this world; but it pleaſed heaven to 
make- me paſs ſucceſſively from the 
height of bliſs to the deepeſt abyſs of mi- 
ſery; it was my fate, and there was no 
_ avoiding it: chance brought our eyes 
to meet as we were dancing, Good 

heavens! what became of me at that 

inſtant! I received all the fire of her's 
full in my heart, which immediately 
burnt with a paſſion the moſt ardent 
that was ever yet experienced. I ſaw, I 
ſought, I loved nothing elſe but the 
charming Thereſia : the love ſhe had 
= Es inſpired 
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inſpired me with was too violent to re- 
main long concealed, and I only waited 
for the breaking up of the ball. to de- 
clare myſelf to her : but I could not 
do it without trembling z ſo much was 
I afraid leſt my declaration - ſhould 
offend her; but love proved my friend, 
and I found ſomething more than bare 
civility in the anſwer ſhe made me. 
This was a great deal for a perſon 
of Thereſia's modeſty and reſerve. 
As I was perfectly well acquainted with 
her character, I concluded from her 
reply that ſhe was not diſpleaſed with 
this avowal of my paſſion, and was 
from thence encouraged to devote my- 
ſelf to her ſervice; nor had I reaſon 
to complain of my ſucceſs, for ſhe 
burnt with an equal flame to mine; 
and after fix months tender aſſiduities I 
became the maſter of her heart and 
hand. At that happy period we taſted 
all the innocent delights of two fond 
tiearts whom heaven ſeemed to have 
formed for each other : a lovely girl 
was the fruit of our chaſte endearments, 
which were if poſſible increaſed by her 
birth; but alas! they were too exqui- 
ſite to be laſting; ſome demon, en- 
vious of our felicity, croſſed them = 
Eo the- 
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the moſt fatal ſtroke that could poſſibly 
happen; this was the death of my deareſt 
Thereſia, who was ſnatched from me 
a few years after the birth of this infant. 
Words are too weak to paint to you 
the agonies of affliction, or rather the de- 
ſpair I felt at this accident; I certainly 
thould never have ſ{urvive;] it, was it 
true that one may die of gt::f; for mine 
was in the utmoſt excef and I ſhould 
doubtleſs have funk beneath it, had 
not providence refervec: me for greater 
calamities. „ 
After this loſs every thing becam 
hateful to me, and the court, that ge- 
neral round of noiie and diſlipation, 
inſtead of alleviating my grief ſerved 
rather to increaſe it, Every ſtep I took, 
every face i faw, remi:ded me of my 
Thereſia. At lens unable to make 
head any longs: nit my grief, I re- 
ſolved to fly a piace where every thing 
adminiſtered geh tewel to my diſor- 
der, and to ſcek in the new world 
that tranquillity I had for ever loſt 
in this, I would willingly have taken 
with me the precious fruit of our loves; 
but her tender age, and a father's fond- 
neſs would not ſuffer me to truſt 
ſo rich a treaſure to ſuch a merclieſs 
oo | | element 
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element as the ſea; I therefore delivered 
her in charge to one of her uncles, 
who promiſed me to take the ſame care 
of her as of his own daughter. After 
thus ſettling my affairs, pretending a ſud- 
den order from the king to go to the 
Brazils on ſome particular piece of ſer- 
vice, I ſet out for Liſbon, where I took 
ſhipping. | | 
It ſeemed as if heaven had inſpired 
me with this thought to deliver me 
from the melancholy ſituation in which 
I was plunged ; for no ſooner had I 
ſet my foot in the ſhip, than I ſaw my- 
ſelf accoſted by a number of my 
friends, who knowing of my misfortune 
came purpoſely to comfort me, and ex- 
preſſed great ſatisfaction in the thoughts 
of our being to ſail together. The 
chief of theſe, were Simon de Vaſco, 
the captain of the ſhip ; Manuel de Fe- 
ria, his fon-in-law, who was fecond 
commander ; Franciſco de Correa, and 
ſeveral other officers; all of whom were 
my acquaintance, and honoured me 
with their affection : of this they were 
conſtantly giving me proofs during the 
ſhort time we were together ; for the 
ſame demon who had robbed me of 
my ever-loved Thereſia, was deter- 
r ü 5 | | mined | 
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mined to bereave me alſo of theſe ami- 
able friends, who were all that JI had + 
left in the world to comfort, me for 
her loſs; and to force me to lament 
theirs, Dear friends! as unfortunate 
as dear | accept theſe tears, the poor tri- 
bute for your tender cares: your gene- 
rous and ſympathetic friendſhip merited 
a better fate. Would you believe it, 
gentlemen, continued the old man, 
wiping away the tears which trickled in 
large drops down his venerable face, 
theſe generous youths, fearing leſt I 
mould relapſe into my forrow upon 
being left alone, carried the exceſs of 
their kindneſs ſo far as to keep me 
company for whole nights together, 
never leaving me but when they faw me 
overcome by ſleep, and conſtantly re- 
turning as ſoon as they imagined I was 
awake again. 260 

One evening, while they were thus 
keeping me company, a ſailor came 
running into the cabin with a wild and 
diſtracted air, to acquaint us that the 
ſhip was on fire. We inſtantly ran 
upon deck, but could perceive no rea- 
ſon for this alarming news; but Vaſco 
having ſent ſome of the failors between 
decks, to make inquiry into the _ 
| 8 ion 
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ſion of the report, they brought us 
word that the fire which had at firſt 
catched amongſt the coals, at the bottom 
of the ſhip, had communicated itſelf to 
the other combuſtible. ſtores, and from 
thence to the ſides of the ſhip, ſo that 
7 the hold was in a blaze; and what 
was much more dreadful, that it was 
got very near the powder- room. 

This dreadful news threw the whole 
ſhip s company into the higheſt conſter- 
nation. On any other occaſion, every 
one would have ſought his ſafety in 
flight : but what hopes of eſcaping 
were here? we had but two boats, and 
.our ſhip carried upwards of five hundred 
men: beſides, the neareſt land to us was 

above two hundred leagues diſtant. The 
horrors of death were now ainted in 
every countenance; only Vaſco and his 
officers beheld it with an undaunted 
courage; and in hopes to prevent it, if 
poſſible, ordered all the help that could 
be brought in ſuch circum ſtances. While 
ſome of the failors were buſted in en- 
_ -deavouring to aſſuage the violence of 
the flames, others were ordered to hoiſt 
out the boats; and as there were a great 
many paſſengers, the captain inſiſted 
upon GE getting into them, and gave 
5 | them 
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them one of the under-pilots to conduct 
them: but alas! this precaution was 
uſeleſs, for a number of the ſailors and 
ſoldiers, judging of the danger by what 
they ſaw the captain about, jumped in 
ſuch numbers into the boats as they lay 
along-ſide, that they preſently funk un- 
der them. At fight of this melancholy 
ſpectacle I returned thanks to heaven 
that I had reſiſted the intreaties of Don 
| Vaſco, who was very urgent with me 
to endeavour to ſave myſelf with the reſt 
of the paſſengers 3 but gratitude would 
not permit me to leave either him or 
his officers in a time of ſuch imminent 
danger: I made him a tender of my 
weak aſſiſtance, aſſuring him that if it 
proved of no uſe, I would at leaſt have the 
conſolation of dying with ſuch generous 
friends, who never had abandoned me 
in the hour of my diſtreſs. Alas, I 
little thought that while I was ſpeaking 
theſe words, I was ſo near parting with 
them for ever ! | | 
A noiſe a thouſand times more hor- 
rid than the loudeſt thunder at once 
informed us and made us ſenſible of 
our misfortune, The fire, notwithſtand- 
ing all the efforts of the feamen, had 
reached the powder-room,. and in the 
n | _ twinkling 


— 
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twinkling of an eye our ſhip was blown 
into a million of ſplinters, and I found 
myſelf carried half a mile up into the 
air in a ſheet of ſmoke and fire; I 
thought I was hurried alive into hell, 
and did not perceive my miſtake till I 
fell down into the ſea : in my fall I ſunk 
almoſt as deep down as I had before 
been carried to a height in the air ; but 
heaven ſaw fit that I ſhould keep m 
preſence of mind in both theſe elements. 
The firſt thing I thought of when 1 
came above the water, was to return 
God thanks for having delivered me 
from the dreadful danger I had been 
in: my prayer was ſhort and fervent, 
time and circumſtances were too preſ- 
ſing to admit of a long one; for tho? 
I had eſcaped from the moſt dreadful 
of all elements, I had ftill another to 
encounter with. Happily the ſea was 
very calm, and the night one of the 
fineſt that could be; without theſe two 
fortunate circumſtances I muſt inevi- 
tably have periſhed : add to this that 1 
got hold of a piece of the ſhip's maſt 
which came floating by me, on which 
I ſeated myſelf as commodiouſly as I 
could, and delivered myſelf to the mercy 
of the waves, not knowing whither to 
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direct my courſe, or if I was not driving 
out into the main ocean inſtead of to- 


wards the land. 
It is not always in the hour of danger 


that we fee] all the horrors of it: on 


the contrary, the ſoul ſeems to be ſtu- 
pified by the firſt impreſſion, and per- 


ceives it as it were only in groſs. The 


wiſe author of nature has doubtleſs per- 


mitted it to be ſo, leſt the too lively 
ſenſe of the inſtant danger -ſhould over- 


- whelm us altogether : this was preciſely 


my caſe on the preſent occaſion. How- 
ever ſtrong an impreſſion the dangers I 


had already eſcaped from made on me, 


it was nothing to compare with what I 
felt afterwards : I now ſaw myſelf the 
ſport of the wind and waves, and be- 
gan to open my eyes to the deplorable 
condition I was in. Alas! cried J in 
the firſt tranſports of my grief, what 
will become of me? I am the outcaſt of 


all nature, and have no hope left but 
in the mercy of God! It is he, and he 


alone, that can deliver me from the pe- 


rils which furround me; but how am I 
confident he will extend his goodneſs 
ſo far; am I more innocent in his eyes 
than the unhappy wretches I have juſt 
ſeen periſh by the flames and water ? 


Dear 


„ 

Dear "Vaſco, dear Feria, unfortunate 
friends, and the'only comforts I had left 
in this life, what had ye done to deſerve 
ſo cruel a fate? 3 

In theſe melancholy thoughts T paſſed 
the moſt part of the night, and ſhould 
erhaps have continued in them much 
onger, had not the raft to which 1 
clung been driven by a ſudden guſt of 
wind againft a rock; the ſhock was 
ſo violent that it made me quit my 
hold, and I fell off into the ſea; 
however, I ſoon came up again, and 


o 
* 


ſwam to the rock againſt which my 


raft had been broken into a thouſand 
pieces. As it appeared to be of a 
great height, I endeavoured to gain 

Ome 


the top of it in hopes of making ſom 
diſcovery. As the day began now to 


draw on a-pace, it was already light 
enough to diſtinguiſh objects; but what 
was my joy, when upon getting to the 
top of the rock, I perceived at ſome 


diſtance a number of trees, which the 


motion of the waves while I was upon 


the raft, made me take for floatin 


pieces of timber ! I found my ſtrength 
redoubled at this comfortable proſpect, 
and haſtening down from the rock, I 


threw myſelf once more into the ſea, 
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and ſwam for the oppoſite ſhore, which 
I reached in a ſhort time. No ſooner 
had I ſet my feet on land, than I found 
my ſpirits intirely exhauſted by the vio- 
lent efforts I had uſed in ſwimming : 1 
was ſo overcome with the fatigues 
of the preceding night, that I gave my- 
ſelf up without reſerve to the weari- 

neſs that crept upon me, and flinging 
= at the foot of a tree, fell fait 
aſleep. q . 
This, gentlemen, continued the count 
de Redundo, is the firſt period, as I may 
call it, of the ills brought on me by 
love: I think you too humane not to 
have been ſenſibly touched with the re- 
lation of my ſufferings : the tears which 
I have obſerved to fall from the eyes of 
that amiable cavalier who did us the 
honour of his protection, convinces me 
that it has at leaſt affected him. It 
would be cruelty to puſh it any farther, 
therefore give me leave to break in upon 
the ſtory of my misfortunes, by relat- 
ing to you ſome other adventures which 
betel me, the ſingularity of which can- 
not fail of giving you entertainment, 
Indeed they are ſo very ſtrange, and 
carry with them ſo much of that won- 
derful, which ws meet with in es 
| rela- 
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relations, that you may perhaps heſitate 
giving credit to them; and yet let me 
aſſure you they are ſtrictly true, and in 
no wile like thoſe fiftions which are 
merely the children of the imagination. 

Our miſſionaries were ſo charmed with 
the count's relation, and eſpecially with 
the beauty of the young pilgrim, that 
they would gladly have paſſed the whole 
afternoon in liſtening to him, had they 
not been obliged to retire in order to 
prepare for the diſpute which they had 
promiſed us that evening. The count 
ſeeing them withdraw, thought that he 
might now diſpenſe with the reſt of his 
narrative, and was preparing to take his 
leave; but the whole company joined 
in requeſting him to continue his ſtory, 
which he did in the following man- 
Der: | | 
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HAP. VIII 
Continuation of the adventures of 
the count de Redundo. 


T HAD ſlept very heartily for about 

two hours, continued the count, 
when I was ſuddenly awakened by a 
great noiſe which I heard cloſe to 
me: but how was 1 1 riſed, _ 
upon opening my eyes I found myſelf 
hid os u — n a litter which was = 
ried by twelve monkeys, and guarded 
by above fifty more of theſe animals! 
terrified at ſo odd a ſight I would 
haveleapt to the ne and takento my 
heels; but was ſtopt by a magpye who 
came up to me, and ſpeaking in Por- 
tugueſe, deſired me to make myſelf eaſy, 
for that nothing but the kindeſt treat- 
ment was intended me. This motley 
ambaſſador farther added, that the 
emperor-of Simiana, in whoſe country 
I then was, had ſent him to let me 
know he would honour me with his 
royal protection, and was coming him- 
ſelf in perſon to aſſure me of it. As 
great as my ſurpriſe was at this extra- 


ordinary 
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ordinary adventure, I was not a little 
comforted to hear the bird {peak my 
own language, as it gave me reaſon to 
believe that the iſland was inhabited by | 
my countrymen : I was enjoying this 
thought when my ſurpriſe was farther 
increaſed by a ſight which now offered 
itſelf, I ſaw a body of about three 
hundred monkeys approaching at fifty 
or ſixty paces from me, towards the 
litter in- which I 'was carried : I could 
ſcarcely believe my eyes in ſeeing the 
regular order which they obſerved in 
their march. Two hundred of theſe crea- 
tures, mounted on ſhag dogs came firſt, 
followed by another body of an hundred, 
in the midft of which I could diſtinguiſh 
one monkey that ſeemed to have an air 
of greater dignity than the reſt, and to 
whom they all paid rnuch homage. 
Thoſe who compoſed this laſt corps were 
not mounted on dogs like the reſt z but 
on a kind of animal very difficult to 
deſcribe: it was all black, and of a form 
between a monkey and a dog ; but ſo as 
do reſemble neither of theſe two ſpecies, 
which made me think it at firſt fight to 
be an unnatural production like our 


mules. Theſe creatures were diſtin- 


guiſhed from the other two ſpecies by 
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a lump on their heads, which was ſup- 
ported by three ſmall protuberances; 
trom whence they were called Tri- 
corns : they were ridden without either 
bit or bridle, for as I learnt afterwards, 
they never could be brought to' ſuffer 
them either by force or fair means. 
They were very meek in appearance, 
and ſuffered themſelves to be led as 
their maſters pleaſed, till ſome whim 
took them in the head to revolt, which 
did not unfrequently happen, and then 

no rein or power could keep them with- 
in bounds ; for inſtead of being governed 
by their maſters, they obliged them to go 
juſt as they pleaſed, and would ſometime 
throw them headlong down a precipice 
and break their necks ; ſeveral monkeys 
of the firſt rank had been taught this by 
woeful experience, which made them 
ſtand greatly in awe of theſe animals, 
and yet (which has often made me 
laugh at the folly of the great in that 
country) there was not a perſon of any 
faſhion but muſt keep a ſet of Tri- 
corns in his ſtables ; and the grand mon- 
key himſelf had ſeveral ſtuds of them. 
As ſoon as the monkeys who eſcorted 
me, came near to this freſh troop, they 
ſet the litter upon the ground, and ran 
| "FT 3 1 to 
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to pay their homage to the emperor, 
who, as ſoon as he ſaw me, deſcended 
from his car, and came to embrace me. 
Surpriſed at this ſalutation I hardly knew 
whether I was awake or ſleeping, fo 
very extraordinaty did this whole at- 
fair appear to me : but my ſurpriſe was 
greatly increaſed when I heard the 
grand monkey wiſh me joy in Portu- 
gueſe of my ſafe arrival in his domi- 
nions. He ſoon perceived my conſter- 
nation, and gueſſing at the cauſe, en- 
deavoured to encourage me by the 
kindeſt expreſſions : every compliment 
he made me, was, as J may ſay, a 
freſh charm that took from me all 
power of ſpeech and motion. He was 
not in the leaſt diſpleaſed with my con- 
fuſion; on the contrary, he told me, 
he was not at all ſurpriſed at it, and 
that he hoped the firſt converſation we 
had together would help to remove it. 
Then making me get into his chariot 
with him, we ſet out in that manner 
for the city of Simianopolis, which is 
the capital of the empire: on our ar- 
rival I was received with the greateſt 
honours, and was lodged in a magni- 
ficent apartment next to that of the em- 
peror's, who treated me in every reſpect 
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like a monkey of the firſt rank. Two 
little monkeys, who ſerved him as pa- 
Four reſented me with fruit, which J 
tound to be exquiſitely good: after 
this frugal meal a found ſleep, which 
laſted for ſome hours, perfectly refreſh- 
ed me of the fatigues of the foregoing 
might. | Eo 

. 1 I had hitherto had no other com- 
pany than that of monkeys, the firſt 

thing I thought of upon wakin 

was to look for ſome man like —458 
whoſe converſation. might make me 
amends for the diſgraceful ſituation I 
was fallen into: with this intention I 
aroſe and took a walk thro' the ciy; 
but met with no other creature than 
monkeys, who were all exceſſively civil 
to me indeed; but I ſaw too plainly 
what I had to expect. Good God, 
cried I ; to what am I reduced! Haſt 
thou then freed me from ſo many 
dangers, only to diveſt- me of the ſo- 
ciety of men, and make me pals 
my life with theſe animals ? Alas, was 
T not ſufficiently wretched without this 
freſh inſtance of thy wrath ? But thou 
haſt ſeen fit it ſhould be ſo; and what 
can man againſt thy ſovereign decrees ? 
It is ours to ſubmit, IT 
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The arrival of a parrot whom tlie 
grand monkey had ſent to deſire me 
to come to him, drew me from theſe 
melancholy reflections. I inſtantly re- 
paired to the palace, and he no ſooner 
ſaw me enter, than he inquired in the 
kindeſt manner after my health, and if 
J was perfectly recovered from my fa- 
tigues. I anſwered as well as I could; 
but ſtill in ſuch a manner, that he per- 


ceived I was not quite recovered of 


the ſurpriſe I had been in in the evening 
before, at hearing him ſpeak to me in 
Portugueſe; in order therefore to diſſi- 


pate my apprehenſions he ſpoke to me. 


in the following manner :: 


« I plainly perceive-thro” all the en- 


deavours you uſe to conceal it, that you 
are not yet recovered from you firſt ſur- 


priſe, It muſt doubtleſs aſtoniſh you to be 


thrown upon an iſland inhabited whol- 
ly by monkeys, and to find me en- 


dowed with faculties you never yet met 


with in | thoſe creatures: but, beſides. 


that you '6ught to remember that the 
author of nature diſtributes a greater por- 


tion of gifts and talents, to thoſe whom he 
has choſen to rule over others, I ſhall ac- 


Ine you with ſome things, which at 
lame time that they will help to lef-. 
" "ES .- ſen 
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ſen your wonder, may alſo: perhaps 
ſtrike you with horror. Know then, that 
ſuch as you behold me, I am a man as 
well as yourſelf, and that I only wear 
the form of the animals over whom ! 
reign. You ſhudder at this relation, 


perhaps it may appear incredible to you; 


but give attention to me, and you ſhall 
find it to be no more than truth. | 
Fou cannot beacquainted with Por- 
tugal without knowing the illuſtrious 
family of ****, and perhaps you may 
have heard ſpeak of Donna Clementina 
and her adventures. My lord, replied 
J, I am intimately acquainted with the 


| noble family you dome the honour of 


zentioning to me; and I have even 
heard ſpeak of Donna Clementina; but 
All that is known concerning her is, that 


ſhe was abſent from Portugal for near 


ten years together, at the end of which 
time ſhe appeared again, but without 


any one being able to know what had 


befel her during her ſo long an ab- 
ſence. I am not in the leaſt ſurpriſed 
at that, replied the emperor, a woman 
of her ſtrict honour muſt bluſh at the 
thoughts even of an involuntary crime, 


and be deſirous of burying it in eternalob- 
livion; and her's, which is af that kind, is 


at 
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at the ſame time of fo ftrange and un- 


heard-of a nature, that had ſhe even 
been imprudent enough to divulge it, I 
queſtion much whether the Portugueſe, 
with all their credulity, would have 
given credit to the relation. Know then 
that it is to her I am indebted for 
CCC N N 

I was very near fainting away at this 
ſhocking account; a ſecret horror bereft 
me of my ſenſes, and I ſhould certainly 
have fallen to the earth, had not the 
emperor ſupported me. I told you, 


ſaid he, when he ſaw me a little reco- 


vered, that the relation I was going to 
make you, would fill you with horror ;. 
but hear me to the end, and endeayour 


to keep yourſelf from being too much 


ſhocked at the things I am going to 
r PET. CO 
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HA N . 
The ſtory of Donna Clementina, 
and the loves of Grand Gula. 


„KAS you are acquainted with the 
. name of Donna Clementina, 
continued the grand monkey, you muſt 
know that ſne was eſteemed one of the 
moſt beautiful women in all Portugal; 


ds this beauty ſhe owed her greateſt miſ- 


fortunes, as it was that which brought 
her into the moſt deplorable of all ſi- 
tuations. I will now acquaint you in 
what manner : amongſt the number of 
gentlemen who offered themſelves for 
an huſband to her, there was one who 
loved her with a more than ordinary 
paſſion, and whom ſhe herſelf preferred 
to all the. reſt : he was of a very good 
family, and rich beſides; two reaſons 
which determined the parents and friends 
of Donna Clementina to give him the 
preference to all the other ſuitors: in a 
word, they were quickly married; but no 
ſooner did he ſee himſelf in poſſeſſion of 
the object of all his wiſhes, than his 
love was converted into the moſt extra- 
2 FS, - ordinary 
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ordinary jealouſy that ever exiſted. Not 
all the Gndnefs: nor all the virtue of 
Clementina, were able to cure him; and 
tho' ſhe kept the ſtricteſt guard upon 
her ſteps and actions, yet whatever 
ſhe did ſeemed criminal in the eyes of 
her jealous huſband. 

« Tormented by theſe ground eſs diſ- 
quietudes, he formed a reſolution to 
remove her far from the 0 or pur- 
ſuits of his imaginary riv accor- 
dingly he quitted Liſbon and retired 
to an eſtate had about ten miles. diſ- 
tant from Oporto; where he employed 
his whole time in watching his wife's. 
conduẽt. This virtuous and. faith- 
ful woman who would have follow- 
ed him to the midſt of a deſert, was 
a long. time before ſhe diſcovered the: 
real motives of her huſband's retreat ; 
but jealouſy like love cannot be kept 
long concealed. She found at length that 
her huſband's aſſiduous attendance ro- 
ceeded not ſo much from love, as ann 
| uſpicions; this —.— ſne 

t, well knowing that it is. 
impoſſible for there to be a reat love: 
without ſome jealouſy ; and ſhe would: 
in all probability have been ſo- prudent: 
057 not to have taken any notice of could 

_ could 
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could he have put any bounds to his 
tranſports; but the 1 and com 
plaiſance of his wife ſeemed only to fur- 
niſh him with freſh motives for perſe- 
cuting her, In fine, Donna Clementina 
having brought him a daughter at the 
year's end after their marriage, this 
precious pledge which generally adds an 
increaſe to conjugal happineſs, ſerved 
only to augment his jealouſy, which di{ 
tracted his ſenſes to ſuch a degree, that he 
perſuaded: himſelf it was the fruit of his 
wife's adultery. Full of this mad notion 
he determined to be revenged on her 
for this imaginary diſgrace, in the moſt 
extraordinary manner that ever entered 
into the head of man. 
To ſecup the execution of his hor- 
rid deſign, he diſſembled the rancour of 
his heart till ſhe was perfectly reco- 
vered from her lying- in, when he pre- 
tended ſome buſineſs at Liſbon, and told 
her that to make the voyage more 
ſpeedy” he would go by ſea.” Donna Cle- 
mentina, to whom his life Was ſtill dear, 
notwithſtanding the unjuſt ſuſpicions he 
entertamed of her, aid! all that lay in 


her power to divert him from tllis reſo- 
lution by repreſenting. the' dangers he 
MARIA at ſea, and the — | 

ould, 


„„ | 

| ſhould ſuffer during his abſence,. and the 
deſpair ſhe ſhould be in if any accident 
ſhould befal him; but all her remonſ- 
trances were vain, and he ſet out one 
morning unknown to her for. Oporto, 
As ſoon as ſhe: heard whither he was 
gone, ſhe immediately ſet out after him, 
determined if ſhe could not prevail on 
him to lay aſide the thoughts of this voy- 
age, to accompany him on board, and 
ſhare the dangers of the ſea together 
with him. Alas, too tender and too 
faithful woman! She knew not: that ſhe 
was flying to her ruin; her tears and 
intreaties were ſo far from ſoftening this 
unnatural wretch, that they only ſerved 
to confirm him in his horrible, de ſign. 
He even took advantage of her tender- 
neſs to carry it into execution; a tender- 
neſs that might have diſarmed the moſt 
bloody barbarian; but he On the con- 
trary finding her reſolved to accompany 
him (which he had ſuppoſed would b 

the caſe) had previouſly concerted meat 
ſures wath the captain of the ſhip to rid 
him of her altogether. The villain had 
agreed for a ſum of money to land her 
upon ſome uninhabited iſland, from 
whence it would never be poſſible for 


her to gtum. Night coming on Joop | 
1 | 8 after 
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after they were on board, proved favor. 
able to their wicked ſcheme : the huſ⸗ 
band was privately put en ſhore, and the 
ſhip ſteere right for the Ar whither 


it was bound. 


|  *© The morning was no ſooner come 
than Clementina inquired with great 
earneſtneſs after her huſband, ' and was 
anſwered that they had been met in the 
night-time by a veſſel bound for Liſhon, 
which was a much better failor than their 
own, and that he had gene on board 
to be the ſooner there. As the ex- 
pected to join him ſoon again, ſne was 
not much alarmed at this news; but 
could not help complaining of the in- 
difference her huſband ſhewed to her in 
leaving her thus expoſed alone to thoſe 
dangers which ſhe had come Purpoſely to 
fare with him. 
All this time the veſſel having ; a: 
favorable wind, failed at a prodigious. 
rate, and was now at above an ed 
leagues diſtance from the coaſt of Por- 
al. Clementina who was from time 


to time caſting her eyes about to diſ- 
cover if poſſible the ſhip which they had 
told her her huſband had gone aboard, 
was with reaſon ſurpriſed that the paſ- 


As oh mould 55 


[ 89] 
| ſo long. The captain found means to 
amuſe her with ſome falſe reaſons for 
ſeveral days; but at-length perceiving 
that the ſhip had altered its courſe, ſhe 
began to ſuſpe& ſome . contrivance. 
Alas! her ſuſpicions were but too well 
rounded, but love ſtill prevented her 
—_ condemning her baſe — ʒ nay 
ſhe even found out excuſes for his 
leaving her, and forgave him from her 
ſoul: the nearer her misfortunes ap 
proached, the more unlikely ſhe the 
them; nay the very inſtant of their 
ginning was to her a motive of joy; 
for the captain. coming down into the 
cabin, told her that they ſhould ſee land 
the next day, and would immediately 
ſet her on ſhore, ſhe was ſo. ovetjoyed 


at this news that ſhe intreated him to 


make all the ſail he could, that they 
might reach the port as ſoon as poſſible. 
Unhappy Clementina, injured wife | you 
knew not what it was you was wiſhing 
the fatal truth appeared too ſoon when 
the ſhip came off this iſland ; it could 
not get nearer than within two miles of 
the ſhore, on account of the rocks and 
ſand- banks with which it is ſurrounded ; 
therefore the captain put her into the 
boat with four * his people, who land- 

a; ing 
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ing her, together with ſome proviſions 
for her —— ſubſiſtence, rowed off 


again as faſt as they could to the ſhip. 
«© And now it pleaſed heaven to re- 


move the miſt of ſove that had ſo long : 


clouded the eyes of this unhappy victim: 
finding herſelf left upon a barren and 
deſolate iſland, as ſhe thought, and de- 
pri ved of all proſpect of relief, ſhe diſco- 
vered too late her huſband's perfidy, 
and the treachery of the captain: in 
vain ſhe had recourſe to tears and ſup- 
plications to engage thoſe who had 
brought her on ſhore, to return and take 
her off; they were already out of hear- 
ing. At length in the height of her 
deſpair at ſeeing herſelf thus baſely aban- 
doned, ſhe was going to throw herſelf 
into the ſea, when a troop of monkeys, 
whom her cries had drawn to the place 
where ſhe was, ruſhed in and ſaved her 
from death. Grand Gula, who at that 
time reigned over this iſland, and was 
_then onavilit to the frontiers, ran him- 
ſelf to ſtop her; and now grief and the 
fright at ſeeing herſelf on a ſudden ſur- 
rounded by fuch a number of animals, 
intirely deprived her of ſenſes; ſhe fell 
down in a fit, The grand monkey com- 
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paſſionating her condition, made her be 
carried to his palace, and gave her all 
the aſſiſtance her condition required: ſhe 
W was at length brought to herſelf ; but 
only to feel her misfortunes with redou- 
bled force. TEL: 5 1 
<<. No words can expreſs the conſter- 
nation ſne was ſeized with at finding 
herſelf in a country wholly peopled 
with monkeys; ſhe hardly knew at firſt. 
| whether ſhe was waking or in a dream; 
but as the eyes by degrees accuſtom 


& themſelves to every object, her's in a 


little time began to grow familiar with 
what ſhe ſaw about her; and Grand Gula 
omitted nothing that he thought capable 
of making her ſituation as agreeable to 

her as poſſible. Þ _ | f 
<* But his aſſiduities were ſoon taken 
notice of by his emprefs, to whom they 
gave great umbrage; and indeed not 
without cauſe, for Grand Gula was be- 
come exceſſively enamoured of his fair 
gueſt ; and his courtiers, as ſoon as they 
perceived his paſſion, were ſo far from 
perſuading him againſt the indulging 
it, that they did all in their power to en- 
courage him in his flame; repreſenting 
to him that he had an undoubted right 
over all the females on the iſland; and 
| con- 
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conſequently that this, tho' infinitely 
more beautiful and accompliſhed than 
the reſt, was in no-wiſe exempted 
from the ſame law that appropriated all 
fo his royal will z and: that ſhe might 
even think think herſelf greatly ho- 
noured by his favours. Grand Gula 
puffed up by their flattery, took an op- 
portunity of diſcloſing his paſſion to her 
in the beſt manner he was able: con- 
ceive if it is poſſible the rage and indig- 
nation that ſeized on Clementina at ſo 
vile an avowal. Grand Gula finding 
himſelf treated with the laſt degree of 
contempt, began to repent of the fooliſh 
ſtep he had taken; but his infamous 
a cdviſers ſtill continued to encourage him 
in the purſuit, and carried their odious 
complaiſance ſo far as to offer him their 
fervice towards the completion of his 
wiſhes, if he ſhould find it neceſſary to 
have recourſe to violence upon the fai- 
lure of gentler means. In a word, they 
took the opportunity one night that Cle- 
mentina was aſleep, to effect their exe- 
crable purpoſe. | 

Ho lively ſoever your imagination 
may be, it will fall far ſhort of what 


Clementina felt after the perpetration of 


this horrid act: her deſpair was ſo bar 
| at 
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that Grand Gula was obliged to have 
her ſtrictly guarded for ſome years, leſt 
ſhe ſhould put an end to a being now 
grown hateful to her: to this unnatural 
commerce I owe my birth; but it 
ſeemed as if heaven was willing to mi- 
tigate the horror that Clementina felt 
for this involuntary crime, by giving 
me only the perſon of Grand Gula, 
with all the judgment and reaſon, and 
in a word all the other qualifications of 
my mother. Of this ſhe was ſo conſcious, 
that it in ſome meaſure abated the edge 
of her misfortunes. I had not quite at- 
tained my fifth year when ſhe found 
me endowed with ſentiments ſuperior to 
any of my kind, or even to what ſhe 
could have ſuppoſed to meet with in me; 
this by degrees got a little the better of 
her averſion to me, and as my reaſon and 
faculties. diſplayed. themſelves more and 
more, ſhe began to think me not wholly 
unworthy of her care, tho' ſhe could not 
help looking on me as a monſtex in 
point of birth; ſhe therefore in the firſt 
place endeavoured to learn me the Por- 
tugueſe language; how ſhe ſucceeded I 
leave-you to judge: after that ſhe pro- 
ceeded to give me ſuch inſtructions as 
were fitted to open and form the mind 
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of a rational creature; and had the ſatiſ. 
faction of finding her labour not thrown 
. | 
Grand Gula finding in her ſen. 
timents of tenderneſs for me, thought it 
would be the laſt degree of cruelty to 
detain her any longer in confinement, 
and therefore ordered her to have her 
liberty, chuſing rather to facrifice his 
love, which was: ſtill as warm as ever 
towards her, than by a longer conſtraint 
to run the riſque of loſing her thro' the 
effects of deſpair : but he little thought 
how quickly he ſhould loſe her. No 
ſooner did Clementina ſee herſelf at li- 
berty, than ſhe caſt about for means to 
make her eſcape ;-but it was a conſider- 
able time before ſhe could effect her 
deſig. 1 
One day that ſhe was walking by 
the ſea- ſide, wholly occupied with the 
thoughts of her unhappy ſituation, ſhe 
diſcovered a ſhip at anchor at about two 
miles diſtance from the iſland. How 
great was her joy at this ſight ! ſhe in- 
ſtantly ran up to the top of an high cliff, 
and from thence made a ſignal with her 
handkerchief, on the end of a large 
bough ſhe found in her way; it hap- 
pened by good fortune that at — in- 
ſtant 
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ſtant the captain was taking his obſer- 
vation to know whereabouts he was, 
and perceived the ſignal ; upon which 
he immediately ordered the boat to be 


hoiſted out, and ſent ſome of the ſhip's 


crew in it to her aſſiſtance. Clemen- 
tina ſeeing them making towards the 
ſhore, did not wait for their landing, but 
threw herſelf into the ſea, and waded 


towards them : when they had taken 


her in ſhe gave them a thouſand and 
a thouſand thanks for their charitable 
aſſiſtance, conjuring them to get off 


from the ſhore as faſt as poſſible. 


It was indeed high time; for Grand 
Gula, who on miſſing her at the accuſ- 
tomed hour, 5 ſome miſchance, 
had ran down to the ſhore with his 
guard, and a whole train of his peo- 
ple: but what a ſight was here for a 
lover! He caſt forth the moſt pier- 
cing cries, and ordered her immediately 


to be purſued ; but not one of his ſub- 
Jets would obey him: at length he 
threw himſelf into the ſea, and ſwam 


towards the ſhip that had given aſylum 
to his miſtreſs. Tranſported with rage 
at the ſight, he uſed his utmoſt efforts 
to come up with it ; but the veſſel get- 


ting under fail, ſoon carried off his Cle- 


mentina 
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mentina from him for ever. In deſpair 
at ſeeing himſelf thus deprived of the 
dear obje& of his wiſhes, he plunged 
beneath the waves, and put an end to his 
unhappy days. All the monkeys Who 
were preſent at this diſmal ſpectacle, 
after paying the tribute of tears due tg 
the unhappy fate of Grand Gula, pro- 
claimed me emperor in his ſtead; and! 
was accordingly conducted in triumph 
into this city, where I have managed 
the reins of government for the ſpace 
of twelve years. 4 

This, my dear countryman (for ſo 
I muſt call you, fince I look upon my- 
ſelf as a Portugueſe, tho* born upon 
this iſland, my mother being a native 
of that kingdom) this, continued the 
grand monkey, is the ſtory of my life; 
which has doubtleſs filled you with won- 
der and amazement, and __ appear 
wholly incredible to you, had you not 
been yourſelf a witneſs to part of tlic 
facts, and that the knowledge you have 
of Clementina, confirms «-# truth of 
my relation. Now therefore, lay aſide 
the ſurpriſe and concern that has taken 
poſſeſſion of you: it is doubtleſs an un- 
heard: of thing, that a monkey ſhould have 
the gift of ſpeech; but the greateſt part of 
that wonder ceaſes in a monkey like me.“ 
| CHAP. 
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CHAR X 


Which will exerciſe the mind of 


more than one reader. 


TOTHING leſs than a relation fo 
well circumſtantiated, could have 
quieted my apprehenſions; and tho? I 
couldnot look at the great monkey with- 
out being ſurpriſed at the caprice of na- 
ture, who ſometimes takes pleaſure in 
uniting the moſt contrary things in her 
works, yet I found nothing impoſſible 
in what he told me; for how many 
men do we meet with in the world, 
who have the exact figure of monkeys 
without any of the excellent qualities 
that ſhewed themſelves in this? Em- 


boldened by the confidence he put in me, 


I aſked him how he came to be fo ſoon 
informed of my landing on his iſland, . 
By a way very eaſy to be accounted for, 


ſaid he; you mult know that a war I am 


engaged in againſt the beavers, -obliges 
me to keep a great number of ſpies, 
not only in the capital, but in eve 

town and village of my kingdom, that 


may be perfectly informed of every 
Ver, II. F thing 
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thing that is going on: it was a party 
of theſe who diſcovered you upon your 
arrival yeſterday, and immediately came 


to acquaint me with it: I inſtantlyknew 


by their deſcription of your . and 


dreſs, that you muſt be ſome European 


who had been caſt away upon this place, 


and I felt emotions of humanity and pity 
that I had never before experienced; 
I even ſhed tears for your misfortunes, 
and could not reſiſt the earneſt deſire 
J had to ſee you and offer you afliſ- 
ance, I laid aſide for that time my 
royal dignity, and conſidering that one 
real man was of more worth than all 
the monkeys in the world put together, 
reſolved to go forth and meet you, to 
make you an offer of every thing in my 
power, which from this day you may 


diſpoſe of as your own, and 1 ſhall 


eſteem myſelf happy, if by this ſlight 
act of generoſity I can prevail on you to 
remain with me, and aſſiſt me with your 
counſels. _ x | . 
He concluded this fpeech with an em- 


brace, from which I would rather have 


been excuſed ; however, I was obliged 


to receive it with reſpect, and to relate 


to him my adventures in return, 50 
x whic 
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which he ſeemed greatly moved. Juſt as 


I had finiſhed my ſtory, a little parrot 
came from Belle-queiie (or Fine- tail) to 


acquaint his majeſty that the council wait- 
ed for him: I could not forbear ſmiling 


at hearing the jargon of this pretty little 


bird. The emperor obſerved it, and 
turning to me; Alas! ſaid he, thou ſeeſt 


to what I am reduced; parrots, magpies, 


and jackdaws are my only interpreters 


and confidents, and I muſt alſo have 


the patience to learn them to talk. As 
to the reſt of my courtiers, they only 
ſerve to divert me with their tricks ; but 


now you will ſupply the place of them 
all, and I here promiſe to be governed 


for the future by your advice alone: to 
give you a proof of my ſincerity 1 will 
take you with me this day to the coun- 


cil, which is held on account of an in- 
teſtine war, which has long laid this 
kingdom waſte, and which all my en- 


deavours have hitherto been ineffectual 
to extinguiſh : you may perhaps do more 
in one day than we have been able to do 


in eighty years. | : 
. Saying this, he took me with him to 
the council-chamber, where we found 
Belle- queũe and ſeveral other monkeys of 
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the firſt rank, with a great number of 
parrots, magpies, and jackdaws, perched 


on the backs of the feats. I was almoſt 
deafened with the noiſe and chattering 


of theſe creatures, who loaded me with 
a number of fulſome compliments that 
laſted till the great monkey had taken 
his ſeat: when all was quiet, a parrot 
perfectly well verſed in oratory, pro- 
poſed the ſubject of that day's debate, 
which was to prevent the ruin with which 
the empire had been threatened from 
its firſt eſtabliſhment : this was no leſs 
than the total overthrow of the iſland, 
which the beavers had been for a long 
time privately working at, and were now 


on the point of effecting. Belle-queüe, 
who was the perſon that informed the 
council of this alarming news, had learnt 


by ſome of his ſpies that theſe creatures, 
in order to be revenged for the perpe- 
tual. diſturbances they had ſuffered from 
the monkeys for upwards of twenty 
years, had retired into the ſea, from 


whence it ſeems they had undermined 


the iſland in ſuch a manner, that it 


reſted now only upon a very narrow ſli 


of land. As the danger appeared ſo 
very preſſing, the emperor was humbly 
beſought that he would be pleaſed » 
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take the advice of his council, in or- 
der to put the moſt ſpeedy remedy to the 
diſaſter that threatened the whole king- 
dom. * 12 

The great monkey, alarmed at this 
melancholy account, begged me to give 
my advice in the firſt place; but I ex- 
cuſed myſelf from it, for fear of draw- 
ing the jealouſy of the courtiers upon 
me; and the queſtion was put to the 
reſt. Every one was ſo contounded at 
this unexpected ſtroke, that they had 
loſt even the power of thinking; and 
Belle-queũe, who had grown grey in 
affairs of ftate, was the only one who 
ventured to give his advice ; and it was 
ſuch a one as ſufficiently proved his 
great underſtanding: He propoſed to 
get together all the pumps that could 
be found in the kingdom, and to make 
a draught of eighty or an hundred 
thouſand monkeys from the King's 
forces, who were to be ſent to the ſea- 
coaſts there to work theſe pumps; by 
this means, ſaid he, we ſhall fuck the 

ſea dry; after that we will directly ſur- 
round the whole iſland, and then we 
ſhall catch the beavers in the very trap 
they have laid for us. Notwithſtanding 
the ridiculouſneſs of this project, it 
EF 3 | was 
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was on the point of being carried by 
the general voice, had not a burſt of 
laughter eſcaped me, in ſpite of all my 
endeavours to reſtrain it : a fierce look 
that Belle-queũe gave me, made me in- 
ſtantly re- aſſume a ſerious air: the em- 
peror who as well as myſelf was ſenſible 
of the folly of this advice, broke up the 
aſſembly till the next day. 
Helle-queüe's news had notwithſtand- 
ing made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on 
him, that he did not take his uſual di- 
verſion of walking that day; but ſhut 
himſelf up in his cloſet, whither he ſent 
for me to attend him. When we were 
4 alone he aſked me what I thought of 
this plot of the beavers, and how it 
= might be beſt prevented? I replied, that 
being ſo lately come into the iſland, and 
_ conſequently wholly ignorant of the cha- 
racter of the enemy, I was apprehenſive 
leſt the advice I ſhould give, might, in- 
ſtead of remedying matters, make them 
worſe, ſince it was neceſſary to be per- 
fectly well acquainted with a diſorder 
4 before attempting a cure; therefore, in 
order to remove that obſtacle, I told 


him, I ſhould be glad that he would be 
pleated to inform me of the genius of 
the beavers, and of the origin and pro- 
. greſs 
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greſs of the war that had ſubſiſted ſo 
long time between his people and them. 
Your obſervation is very juſt, replied 
the emperor ; and this ſingle piece of 
prudence is more than I have met with 
from all the monkeys that were preſent at 
council. Liſten then to what I am going 
to ſay: op 

You muſt know that the government 
of this iſland has not been in the hands 
of the monkeys above eighty years; the 
beavers having been in poſſeſſion of it 
before for time immemorial ; but every 
thing is liable to change, and the firm- 
eſt thrones are frequently overturned 
by accidents, which the moſt confum- 
mate prudence could not foreſee : this 
has been the caſe here. While a beaver, 
the moſt prudent of his race, held the 
reins of government, the beavers and 
monkeys (for we were then one people) 

lived in that peaceful union, which is 
the conſtant fruit of a wiſe and equitable 
government, when an unforeſeen acci- 
dent, which had like to have been our 
ruin, broke this union, and by a ſudden 
and aſtoniſhing change, transferred the 
empire to the monkeys; it happened in 
the following manner: JE 
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One day that Auguſtulus (for that 
was the name given by way of excellence 
to the beaver who then governed us) 
had called an aſſembly of the ſtates to 
deliberate on an affair of great import- 
ance ; that wiſe monarch, after havi 
propoſed the matter to the aſſembly, 
gave his own advice, which was certainly 
the beſt and moſt prudent that could 
have been given on the accaſion : and it 
was accordingly approved by all the - 
beavers preſent, and by the greater part 
of the monkeys, and was on the point 
of being carried into execution, when one 
of our fraternity, a monkey of an ambi- 
tious and reſtleſs ſpirit (who had gotten 
the nickname of Petite-meule (or Little 
Millſtone) from an expreſſion of his, that 
if he ſhould ever come to rule the king- 
dom, he would cruſh all the beavers to 
death) roſe up and made ſome objections 
to what the emperor had adviſed. The 
reſpect that every one bore the prince, 
would not ſuffer them to let ſuch a piece 
of inſolence paſs with impunity, but 
raiſed -a general hoot againſt the ugly 
brute, which threw him into ſo violent 
a rage, that he flew upon the back of 
Auguſtulus, and there began crying 
with all his ſtrength, that tho' the 

| emperor 
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emperor might have ſeen the affair in 
a better light than any of the reſt of 
the aſſembly; yet he as a monkey un- 
derſtood it ſtill better than the emperor. 

This outrageous inſolence would have 
met with its juſt puniſhment upon the 
ſpot, had not Auguſtulus, who was good- 
neſs itſelf, ordered him to be releaſed, 
contented with having him declared lu- 
natic. Goodneſs carried to extremes 
often becomes a vice; this was the only 
one which that prince could be reproach- 
ed with; and he was himſelf the vic- 
tim of it. Petite-meũle ſeeing. him- 
ſelf thus. delivered from the danger he 
had been in, only grew more inſolent 
upon it: he made uſe of his liberty to 
gain himſelf a' ſet of creatures whoſe 
number increaſed ſo conſiderably, that 
in a little time he ſaw himſelf in a 
condition to take arms againſt his prince 
and benefactor, and actually marched to 
attack him. Auguſtulus laughed at firſtat 
this ridiculous army, and contented him- 
ſelf with ſending his regiments of mag- 
pies to oppoſe it, who falling on the ene- 
my with their beaks and claws, ſoon put 
them to flight; and Petite-mefile him 
ſelf was very near being taken: he took 
advantage of this lucky eſcape. to. raiſe: 
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new forces, and return again to the field, 
where he was a ſecond time defeated. 
However, he {till preſerved his courage, 
or rather infolent folly, amidſt all his 
loſſes, and reſolved to hazard a third en- 
counter: accordingly he returned to the 
charge at a time when it was the leaſt 
ſuſpected ; but with no better ſucceſs 
than before. But as the flames of war 
when once lighted, quickly ſpread, this 
ſoon became general: Petite-meille 
took ſuch artful meaſures to ſtrengthen 
his party, that he ſoon drew all the 
monkeys of the iſland over to his ſide; 
but not without greatexpence and pains; 
nor would he ever have been able to 
ſucceed without the aſſiſtance of the 
Grand Cochenillier, whom he had pri- 
vately prevailed on to eſpouſe his cauſe, 
and who now put himſelf at the head of 
the rebel ces, 820 
Auguſtulus, who had always found 
this officer faithful, and had given him the 
command of his armies, ſuſpected no 
treachery, and even diverted himſelf 
at the empty menaces and efforts of 
Petite-metile : but when he heard 
that the Grand Cochenillier had be- 
trayed him, he immediate, aſſembled 
| his whole forces, and putting himſelf 
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at their head, marched to meet the ene- 
my, who ſeeing him advance, prepared 


to give him battle, which would infal- 


libly have ended in their total over- 
throw, had not ſome of the emperor's 
officers (deceived by the fight of the 
Grand Cochenillier, whom they {till . 


thought faithful to his prince) fallen 


into the ſnare laid for them by Petite- 
metile : the battle was very obſti-- 
nate; however victory would ſtill have 
declared for the beavers, if the mon- 


keys, finding themſelves preſſed, had 


not had recourſe to a ſtratagem: they 
advanced boldly towards the beavers,. 
and preſenting - ſome bits of tinſel 
full in their faces, the greater part of 
them were ſo dazzled with this deceit- 
ful glitter, that they began to give way: 


however they ſtill continued to diſpute 


the field, till Auguſtulus perceiving the 
fortune of the day to turn againſt him, 
ordered a retreat to be ſounded, leaving 


the enemies maſters of the field of 
battle. | 


The monkeys, fluſhed with this ſuc- 
ceſs, had the ſkill to make the moſt of it: 
they purſued the beavers with vigour, 
and gained ſeveral conſiderable adyan- 
dages over them; and fortune. conti- 

| | nuing 
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nuing to favour them, they became in a 
little time maſters of the capital of the 
empire. Auguſtulus now ſaw himſelf 
obliged to quit his throne and empire, 
atleaſt for a time, to the ambitious Petite. 
meüle, who no ſooner ſaw himſelf in 
poſſeſſion of it, but he ſtrictly adhered 
to the promiſe he had made of grinding 
the beavers ; his reign was truly a reign 
of iron to thoſe poor wretches. Grand 
Gula, who ſucceeded him on the throne, 
acted in much the ſame manner towards 
them; and as for myſelf, I will not ſcru- 
ple owning to you, that my favourites 
taking advantage of my youth, have: 
not treated them much better; yet I. 
have obſerved with great. ſurpriſe, that 
all theſe perſecutions have not been able 
to ſuppreſs them; on the contrary they. 
ſeem to gather greater ſtrength: and in- 
- creaſe; they have for the preſent retired, 
to the #and of Biblio-Patria, from 
whence they return. in ſtronger parties 
than ever, and puſh. us with ſuch vi- 
gour, that we are hardly able to defend 
ourſelves againſt their repeated. attacks. 
And could not your majeſty, replied 
I, ſend ſome of your ſubjects to that 
land, to furniſh themſelves from 9 — 
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with defenſive arms, as well as your 
enemies have with thoſe for offence ? It 
might be done, ſaid the emperor, if the 
monkeys were not naturally ſo indolent 
and fond of pleaſure ; but the voyage 
thither is ſo long and difficult, that F 
do not think there are four monkeys to- 
be met with in my whole kingdom that 
have ever been there. However, their 
love of eaſe has ſupplied them with 
a method of exempting themſelves from 
the neceſſity of undertaking this trou- 
bleſome taſk, which is the diſcovery of 
a certain bark, on which they ſtamp a 
figure ſo- formidable to the beavers, that 
the inftant it'is oppoſed to them, they 
take to flight. My miniſters, charmed 
with this diſcovery, cauſed ſuch num- 
bers of theſe to be made ſince I have 
been on the throne, that, thanks to the 
great Magog ! there is hardly a beaver 
to be ſeen in this iſland; but alas] they 
have only retired to work our ruin more 
ſurely, by rooting this empire from its 
foundations, as thou mayſt perceive from 
the account given by Belle-queiie. 

Thus, my dear friend and counſellor, 
have I declared to thee the riſeand progreſs 
of our wars with the beavers, the ſource of 
thoſe evils, which now threaten us, and 
9 | which 
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which to me appear inevitable ; for how 
can we poſſibly guard againſt them? 

Great emperor, replied I, there is no- 
thing impoſſible to thoſe princes whom 
heaven has endowed with qualifications 

like thoſe I perceive in you : your own 
abilities are certainly ſufficiently great to 
direct you to the wiſeſt and moſt effec- 
tual methods ; but ſince your majeſty 
has been pleaſed to honour me ſo far as 
to. repoſe a confidence in me, and to 
aſk my advice in this ſituation of at- 
fairs; I am doubtleſs bound in gratitude 
and duty to give it you to the beſt of 
my power, and yet I muſt own myſelf 
foinewhat embaraſſed how to behave 
on this occaſion : truth is not always. 
pleaſing to kings, and I am apprehen- 
{ive leſt my ſincerity | 

Do you then take me for ſo unreaſon- 
able a perſon, ſaid the emperor, inter- 
rupting me, or that I am like thoſe 
princes who always ſhut their ears to 
truth, and will ſuffer none but flatterers 
and paraſites to approach them ? Do 
me more juſtice ; and, inſtead of con- 
founding me with theſe wretches, ſpeak 
to me with all freedom : he who de- 
lights only in flattery, does not deſerve 
to receive good counſel.; but to engage 
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you mere effectually to give it me, I 
will begin by acknowledging that I 
have been led to take many falſe ſteps. 
This, ſaid I, is a misfortune almoſt 
inſeparable from the high ſtation in which 
it has pleaſed heaven to place your ma- 
jeſty; but would to that ſame heaven all 
princes were alike ready to acknowledge 


it! However, ſince you have been ſo gra- 


cious as to grant me full liberty of 
ſpeech, I muſt begin by ſaying, that 
in my opinion the preſent evils that 
overwhelm your kingdom, are wholly 
owing to thoſe falſe ſteps you acknow- 
ledge yourſelf to have been led into 
by the pernicious advice of your ambi- 
tious counſellors. It is not by violence 
nor ill-treatment that ſubjects are to be 
brought to a ſenſe of their duty ; cle- 
mency ſhould be the chief virtue of a 
prince; and he who knows only how to 
puniſh, is ignorant of the true art of 
reigning. What heinous crimes have 
your beavers been guilty of to deſerve 
the cruel treatment they have met with? 
They have endeavoured to ſecure them- 
ſelves from the barbarities and outrages 
exerciſed upon them ; can any thing be 


more juſt and reaſonable ? or is ſuch 


the reward they had a right to expect for 
1 — 


* 


— . errors en — —— — — " —— 
— ¶ —— — 2 — Ow — 
: F Ae - * 


Wok 
the pains they were at, in firſt laying tlie 
foundation of that empire, which has 
ſince deſcended to you? They are ill 
uſed, oppreſſed, and ruined, and their 
whole race are to be extirpated from 
the earth, becauſe they cannot forget 
the inſult offered by one of your people, 
to the moſt illuſtrious and beloved 
of all their princes. Should not this 
noble reſentment, which proceeds wholly 
from the high reſpect they have for 
majeſty, be rather a motive for trying 
gentle means to attach them to your 
intereſt? Or, ſuppoſing them obſtinately 
bent on revenging the injuries done to a 
wiſe and good prince, whom they have 
now ſo long and for ever loſt, is it not 
more than probable, that they might be 
brought to do every thing for you, in 
whoſe perſon they may find united more 
valuable qualifications than ever yet 


=_—_ any of your predeceſſors ? If 


etite-meniile, or Grand Gula, took 
falſe and ridiculous ſteps, is it for you 
to give a ſanction to them by your ex- 
ample ? Conſider, that humanity places 
youas far above thoſe tyrants; as you are 
exalted by the gift of reaſon above the 
brutes you govern : make uſe then of 
that reaſon. on the preſent oceaſion, and 
; conſider 
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conſider that you run the riſk of loſing 


every thing by driving your people to 
deſpair. You may judge of this from 
what you have lately learnt by Belle- 
queüe I acknowledge the juſtice of 
what you ſay, cried the emperor, inter- 
rupting me; but what is to be done in 
the preſent exigency? Make uſe of le- 
nity, replied I ; that is a never-failing 
remedy: the danger is threatning, I muit 
allow, but yet perhaps not ſo great as it 
is made, nor ſo near at hand : diſpatch 
inſtantly your parrots, magpies, and 
jackdaws to all parts of the king- 
dom, let them proclaim a general am 
neſty ; reſtore union and a good under- 
ſtanding between the two nations; di- 
vide thoſe honours and poſts which are 
in your gift, equally between them 
both, and then perhaps you will find 


that the beavers are a very different 


| people. to what they have been repre- 


ſented to you. 

How happy are the people who are 
governed by a prince who joins docility 
to penetration! The emperor was ſo far 
from being offended with my freedom, 
that he reliſhed the advice I had given 
him: this, ſaid he, embracing me ten- 
derly, this is indeed the advice of a * : 
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did I not tell thee that thou wouldſt do 
more in one day, than all our monkeys 
would be able to compaſs in an age? 
Alas, why did it not pleaſe heaven to 
ſend thee to my aſſiſtance ſooner? m 
reign would then have been peaceable 
and flouriſhing. But no more of that, let 
us not now waſte an inſtant; it is never 
too late for a prince to attempt to make 
his people happy; and the advice you have 
given me, ſeems ſo excellently well cal- 
culated for bringing about this deſirable 
end, that I do not.in the leaſt doubt, 
that heaven, who certainly inſpired thee 
with it, will crown the execution with 


ſucceſs. In conſequence of theſe wiſe re- 


flections, the emperor diſpatched that 


very evening his magpies and jack daws 


to every town and village of his domi- 
nions, to proclaim a general peace with 
the beavers, with aſſurance of reſtoring 
them again to his confidence and eſ- 
teem. e 

While this was doing, the court was 
in a general conſternation at the news of 
the intended overthrow of the iſland; the 
ſhe- monkeys eſpecially were alarmed be- 
yond expreſſion. The iſland ſeemed al- 
ready buried under the waves in their 
imagination, and they were ſetting all 


their 
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their little wits to work to eſcape the 
general calamity: ſome depended on 
their dogs, others on their Tricorns; but 
the great difficulty was to know, whe- 
ther theſe animals, who are of a very 
ſtubborn nature, would give their ſer- 
vice on this occaſion ;\ for there was not 
much truſt to be put in them; and thoſe 
monkeys of the court, who had had the 
moſt experience, declared that they had 
often obſerved theſe creatures to be 
particularly headſtrong and refractory 
at ſuch times; and what ſerved to in- 
creaſe their panic, was a certain air of 
exultation that appeared in the counte- 
nances of the Tricorns on this occaſion, 
and ſhewed that they took the greateſt 
pleaſure in the public calamity. How- 
ever, affairs did not continue long in this 
ſituation, thanks to the wiſdom of the 
great monkey, who had, unknown to 
them, provided for the general ſafety ! 
but I myſelf was very near falling a vic- 
tim to the advice I had given, and in 
the following manner: | 

No ſooner was the peace proclaimed, 
than twelve ambaſſadors appeared at 
court from the nation of beavers, to clear 
themſelves from the accuſations which 
had been made uſe of to blacken them 

| in 
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in the great monkey's opinion; and to 
ſwear a laſting and inviolable fidelity, 
As much as the inhabitants of Simiania 
were overjoyed at this happy union, ſo 
much were the Tricorns enraged at it, 
their diſguſt went ſo far as to occa- 
ſion a general revolt amongſt them, which 
began by thoſe of the great monkey'; 
ſtable, who, after breaking their clogs, 
burſting open the doors of their ita. 
bles, and trampling their keepers under 
their feet, proceeded to join the reſt of 
their companions who belonged to the 
principal monkeys of the kingdom : 
they now threatened to deſtroy every 
thing in the ifland by fire and ſword, un- 
leſs the war was inſtantly renewed againſt 
the beavers : at firſt theſe menaces were 


looked upon as the effects of a phrenzy 


that theſe animals are very _— to, 
and laughed at accordingly ; but the 
affair ſoon' began to grow very ſerious, 


for in a few days afterwards all the Tri- 
corns that were diſperſed thro* the 


kingdom, flocked to join their comrades, 
and went in a body to the palace to de- 
mand of the emperor the utter extir- 
pation of the whole race of beavers, 
threatening in caſe of a refuſal, to 
make him feel the effects of their ven- 
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geance. This inſolence, and the empire 


that theſe animals had for a conſiderable 
time obtained over the principal mon- 
keys of Simiania, threw the whole court 
into the greateſt conſternation. The 
great monkey himſelf was at a loſs how 
to appeaſe this mutiny when a beaver, 
in the name of all his brethren, who 
were deſirous of giving this proof of 
their attachment to the royal perſon, 
demanded, by an interpreter, leave to 
offer combat to the Tricorns : as it is 
only our ruin that they ſeek, faid he, 
it is not juſt that your majeſty or your 
ſubjects ſhould expoſe yourſelves in our 
cauſe : let usalone meet the ſtorm, per- 
haps it may not be ſo terrible as it ſeems : 
this is not the firſt time we have entered 
the liſts with them, and come off with 
victory; may we not have the ſame 
ſucceſs now when we fight for the de- 
fence of your majeſty's ſacred perſon, 
and the preſervation of that liberty to 
which you ſo lately reſtored us? i 
The emperor, equally delighted with 
their courage and fidelity, anſwered 
them, that he would willingly agree to 
their requeſt, if the danger was leſs ur- 
gent, and that the Tricorns would only 
give them time to aſſemble their forces. 
5 There 
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There is no occaſion for that, replied 
the beaver by his interpreter; there are 
but twelve of us here, and they are 
about ten thouſand in number, yet are 
we not in the leaſt diſmayed at this vaſt 
ſuperiority: it is not numbers, but cou- 
rage that gains battles; therefore give 
us but your permiſſion to enter the 
liſts with them, and leave us to anſwer 
for the ſucceſs. 

The great monkey was aſtoniſhed at 
ſuch intrepid valour; but the fear of 
loſing ſuch valuable ſubjects, and of 
lighting up an inteſtine war that might 
in the end transfer the reins of govern- 
ment to the Tricorns, as it had for- 
_— done from 'the beavers to the 
monkeys, determined him to refuſe 

his permiſſion for the deſired combat, 
and thought to reſtore quiet by propo- 
ſing terms of accommodation to the 
Tricorns. But theſe animals who real- 
ly aſpired to the government, which 
they made themſelves ſure of keep- 
ing by the influence they had with the 
grancees of the kingdom, refuſed to 
| Tiſten to any propoſitions, and grown 
proud and inſolent of their numbers, 
threatned to dethrone the emperor that 
inſtant, unleſs he complied with the 
| terms 
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terms they dictated to him. All had 
now. been loſt, if the deputies of the 
beavers, exaſperated at the infolence of 
their implacable enemies, had not re- 
ſolved to revenge his imperial majeſty 
even againſt his own conſent. In this 
determination they flew out of the palace, 
and ruſhed into the midſt of the Tricorns, 
like lions: theſe creatures were ſtruck 
with dread at the ſight of the tremendous 
arms worn by their adverſaries; they en- 
deavoured in vain to make uſe of thoſe 

barks which they had ſeen their maſters 
employ againſt them on the like oc- 
caſions, and of which they had provid- 
ed themſelves with an ample ſtore ; 
foras the emperor had forbidden the uſe. 
of them ſince the concluſion of the peace 
with the beavers, they no longer ſtood 
them in any ſtead, and they found them- 
ſelves at length obliged to yield, but not 
tillafter an obſtinate fight, in which above 
eight thouſand Tricorns were trodden 
under foot by their enemies. The reſt 
ſaved themſelves by flight, among the 
woods and inacceſlible parts of the iſland, 
Where they remained to conceal their 

ſhame and ignominy. 

It is eaſy to imagine the joy with 
which this event filled the emperor _ 
the 
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the whole court, which ſoon ſpread 
itſelf through all the kingdom; every 
one expreſſing their ſatisfaction by the 

moſt public rejoicings : Belle-queiie, 
was the only one who did not ſhare jn 
the general joy; the loſs of above thirty 
beautiful Tricorns, of which he was 
paſſionately fond (having his ſtables 
conſtantly filled with numbers of theſe 
animals) this loſs I ſay, added to a jea- 
louſy which he had ſecretly conceived 
_ againſt me for having brought about 

a peace with the beavers without his 
participation, hindered him from bear- 
ing any part in the public happineſs, and 
determined him to conſpire my ruin; 
in which he was joined by ſome others 
of the courtiers, who were equally jea- 
lous of the preference ſhewn me by the 
emperor. The danger that threatened 
me was ſo much the greater, as they 
kept their deſign extremely ſecret. 
It was not however ſo perfectly conceal- 
ed, but that Beau-muſeau (or Pretty- 
muzzle) his ſpouſe, got notice of it ; and 
as ſhe had entertained a ſecret paſſion for 
me, ſhe ſent a parrot to me one day, with 
a meſſage to meet her at the ſea-ſide, hav- 
ing ſomething of the greateſt conſequence 


to impart to me: I immediately follow- 
: eld 
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ed the meſſenger, and found Beau 
Muſeau waiting for me, who after 
having explained her paſſion for me, 
bya t — odd grimaces and rolling 
of her eyes, revealed her ſecret to me 
by means of a truſty parrot, who was 
her confident. At firſt I imagined this 
was no other than a ſcheme of hers, to 
engage me the more readily to receive 
the declaration of .her paſſion ; but I 
was ſoon undeceived, by ſeeing Belle- 
queue approach at the head of a troo 
of monkeys completely armed; and be- 
gan to find that her information was 
but too well founded. Beau Muſeau 
fled away the inſtant ſhe perceived them; 
and I ſhould have followed her ex- 
ample, had not Belle-queue, who came 
determined to deſtroy me, and found 
lis reſentment encreaſed by ſurpriſ- 
ing me in private conference with his 
wife, ſpread his little ſquadron in ſuch. 
a manner, as to cut off all means of 
flight, I was now on the point of be- 
ing ſurrounded, and ſhould certainly 
have fallen a victim to their rage, had 
I not had the preſence of mind to throw 
myſelf into the ſea, where I was im- 
mediately out of their reach. | 
Vor, II. G This 
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This was running into one danger td 
eſcape another, of which I was inſtantly 
 (enfible; but not knowing what courſe 
to take, I began to ſwim at hazard, 
when I ſaw a beaver, who upon knoy. 
ing me, had flung himſelt into the 
water, and came ſwimming directly to- 
wards me, offering me his back to ſeat 
myſelf upon, which I immediately ac- 
cepted, truſting to Providence, whom 
I thought had doubtleſs ſent that ani- 
mal to deliver me from the danger | 
was in. He had carried me in this 
manner for the length of four or five 
miles, when I thought I diſcovered : 
veſſel at anchor in the offing. I imme- 
diately flung myſelf off his back, and 
ſwam directly towards the place where 
the ſhip lay ; but whether the animal 
himſelf was going that way, or whether 
he ſuſpected my deſign, I know not, 
but he followed me, and in ſwimming 
mounted me again on his back: by this 
means in leſs than an hour's time we got 
up with the veſſel, and he carried me 
cloſealong-ſide. The ſailors, aſtoniſhed 
at this prodigy, threw me a ladder of 
_ ropes, by which I climbed up into the 
| ſhip ; and turning towards my 8 
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and guide, to thank him for his ſer- 
vices, he no ſooner ſaw me take my 
leave of him, than he inſtantly plunged 
under the waves, and ſwam back to the 
iſland from whence he had ſo generouſly 
brought me off in ſafety. 


CHAP, XI. 


A ſermon on the ſixth command- 
ment, followed by an odd maſ- 
querade. The fatal accident oc- 
caſioned by it. The tragical end 
of the miſſion. DEE 


T ſeemed as if our miſſionaries had 
waited for the count's finiſhing his 
ſtory before they began their confer- 
ence; for no ſooner had he ended 
than the bell rung. By my ſoul, ſaid 
D. Antonio, here is too much talking 
without drinking. Come, ſignor count, 
here's your health, not forgetting the 
Honeſt emperor : by Saint Jago he was _ 
a very good kind of a man, ſetting aſide 

Kis figure; and I think it a thouſand 
5 G 2 pities 
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pities he had to do with ſuch a ſet of 
raſcally beaſts as thoſe ſame Tricorns; 
but you will find ſuch vermin every 
where, that can neither be quiet them- 
ſelves, nor let others be fo. By this 
good bottle, had I been in your place, 
I would have made them drink; look 
you, I would have made them drink, 
till I could have brought them all to 
a right way of dinking ; for you 
-know, Bacchus rixas compolcet et iras, 
as Solomon excellently well obſerves 
| ———Capite———neſcio quo. 

This learned ſally of my uncle's di- 
verted me as much as the count's 
ſtory, which he had juſt been relat- 
ing to us, and which I could not help 
looking upon as the mere effects of 
his invention, to make me amends for 
the fears that the firſt part of his adven- 
tures had drawn from me. However, 
D. Antonio, and ſome old ' politicians 
who were of the company, took'it in a 
= wi different light, and maintained, 
that there was 4a great deal of truth 
in the latter part; but the ſlender opi- 
nion that I entertained of their under- 
ſtandings, hindered me from ſubſerib- 
ing to that opinion: but whatever = | 
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the caſe, this entertaining relation pro- 
cared the count the thanks of all the 
company; and Caſtilmoro overflowed 
with expreſſions of civility and friend- 
ſnip, inſiſting that the new pilgrime 
ſhould take up their lodging at his houſe 
till the next day at leaſt. The count 
would have excuſed himſelf from ac- 
cepting of this offer; but the whole 
company having reminded him of the 
promiſe he made to inform us of the 
reaſon of his preſent pilgrimage, of 
which he had not yet taken the leaſt no- 
tice, he ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed 
on in order to give us the ſatisfaction 
we deſired. | 

I was divided between the pleaſure I 
took in his company, and that which 1 
promiſed myſelt from being preſent at 
the conference to be held by our monks, 
which I was well perſuaded would pro- 
"duce ſomething very extraordinary; I 
knew not whether the count perceived 
my embaraſſment, but ſeeing Caſtil- 
moro riſe from table, in order to go to 
church, Sir, ſaid he, turning to me, I 
imagine you had an intention of return- 
ing again to church, when we had the 
honour of meeting with you. I anſwered 
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him frankly, that I had an intention 
to go and hear a conference that was 
to be held by our miſſionaries, but that 
the pleaſure I took in his agreeable com- 
pany —— God forbid, young gentleman, 
laid the count, interrupting me, that! 
ſhould be the hindrance of ſo good a 
work; on the contrary it would give 
me great pleaſure, as I have promiſed 
to ſtay in this place to-night, to accom- 

any you thither. Come, Madam, ſaid 

e, addreſſing himſelf to the young pil- 
grim, let us go and hear the word of 
God, and ſet an example of decorum 
to the people, whom we ought to edify, 
as much by our devotion as by our pe- 
Nance. | f | | 
At theſe words I could not help 
caſting my eyes on the young pilgrim, 
whoſe face was covered with bluſhes 
while the ecunt was ſpeaking. She im- 
mediately aroſe and followed him, and 
we proceeded all together to the church, 
where we found a prodigious croud of 
people that had been drawn thither by 
their curioſity, and in particular all the 


young people of both ſexes. We had 


ſcarcely taken our places, when one of 
the monks got up in the pulpit, and 
oy | TS. began 


1 127 ] 
degan to give us a lecture againſt lewd- 
nels; and to obviate all reflections that 
the nature of ſuch a ſubject might bring 
on him, he told us that he had two 
reaſons which induced him to preach-on 
that head: the firſt was, becauſe there 
was hardly one in the world exempt 
from that ſin (this was paying a great 
compliment to his audience, and to hu- 
man nature in general): the ſecond was, 
becauſe there was hardly any fin of that 
kind bur what was mortal ; fo that it 
was of the greateſt conſequence for every 
one to be perfectly well inſtructed in 
the nature of it, in order that they might 
the better diſcharge their conſciences at 
confeſhon : this the good preacher 
laboured to do through the whole of 
his fermon, which was nothing but one 
continued ſcene of obſcenities from the 
beginning to the ending. However, 

theſe things ſeemed of ſuch conſequence 
to him, that he was continually deſiring 
his audience to follow him ſtep by ſtep 
in his curious detail; but indeed there 
was no occaſion for this admonition, for 
he was liſtened to with more attention, 
than if he had preached upon the moſt 
editying ſubject, or had even made the 
Pagegyric of ſome new ſaint. . 


| E 
It may eaſily be imagined what kind 
of impreſſion this was likely to make 
on the minds of a number of young 
people. The monk, either perceiving 
this, or having a ſuſpicion what might 
be the effects of his diſcourſe, thought 
to obviate every thing of that nature 
by terrifying his audience with images 
as dreadful as the others had been flat- 
tering and delightful : with this view 
he painted to us, in lively colours, 
the puniſhment reſerved for thoſe who 
ave themſelves up to ſuch kinds of 
wickedneſs, He then proceeded to a 
frightful deſcription, of the lakes of 
fire and brimftone, wherein the ſouls of 
lewd and debauched people are eternally 
ſteeped, and the vipers that gnaw them 
without ceaſing in thoſe very parts which 
were the chief inſtruments of their fin, 
In ſhort, he exhauſted all his rhetoric 
to inſpire his audience with as great. 
dread and terror, as he had before raiſ- 
ed in them concupiſcence and wanton 
thoughts. | | 
In this he might perhaps have ſuc- 
ceeded, had not one of his brethren, at 
that very inſtant, ſtirred anew this filthy 
Jakes, by riſing up, and playing the 
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true part of the devil's advocate. After 
having cenſured the foregoing doc- 

trine as too ſevere, he undertook to 
juſtify the propenſity that all men have 
to this vice, by the manner of God's 
dealing with them, in permitting con- 
cupiſcence to remain with them after 
baptiſm. From hence he concluded, 
that it was ſo far from being an evil, 
that on the contrary it was a great good, 
inaſmuch as it gave a number of ſub- 
jets every day to the ſtate, of children. 
to the church, and of ſaints to paradiſe; 
and in order to ſoften a little the de- 4 
ſcription which his brother had given of 1 
the dreadful torments reſerved for thoſe 
who were guilty of this ſin, he told us, 
that their greateſt. puniſhment conſiſted 
in being deprived for ever of the object. r 
of their ö paſſions. It Was impoſſible GS, 4 
for incredulity to be carried farther than. = 
this; therefore the preacher, after doing 
his beſt to refute the objections raiſed 
againſt his doctrine by his adverſary, 

ended, by declaring that he deſeryed. 

that God to puniſh him for his Epicu- 

rean principles, ſhould ſufferhim to behold 

the ſtate of one of theſe vicious ſouls. 

This was doubtleſs the watch- word 

agreed upon between them; for no ſooner ? 
5 Gs had. | 
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bad the monk uttered - theſe words, 
than we ſaw a monſter iſſue from out 
the veſtry, that I was for ſome time at 
a loſs what to make of: it was a goat, 
which theſe reverend fathers had made 
choice of as the fitteſt repreſentative of 
Tewdneſs ; that he might play his part 
the better, they had rubbed the 
beaſt all over with pitch and brimſtone, 
and other combuſtible matter ; and to 
give him ſtill a more monſtrous ap- 
pearance, they had dreſt him up in a 
robe of fine gauſe, with all the other 
appurtenances of female attire. The 
-whole congregation were ſtruck with 
ſurpriſe at ſo odd a fight ;. and the diſ 
putant, who had hitherto: gloried in his 
-mcredulity, burſt out into a loud laugh- 
ter at it, but his tone was quick chang- 
ed; for a match being put to a fuzée, 
which was fixed to the creature's tail, 
n an inſtant he appeared all in flames, 
to the no fmal} terror and confuſion of 
the whole affembly. - 
We might perhaps have recovered 
from the firſt ſurpriſe, but the goat find- 
ing himfelf burnt, began to run up and 
down through the church, which was 
immediately filed with the ——_— 
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fhricks and cries ; every one tumbling 
over another to get out at the door, 
thinking the devil himſelf was at their 
heels; and indeed the uproar and con- 
fuſion amongſt us made the place re- 
ſemble hell more than any thing elſe. 

All this while the poor beaſt continued 
jumping and leaping about at a dread- 
ful rate, endeavouring to free himſelf 
from the fire that was conſuming him: 
where- ever he came he ſpread terror and 
diſmay, and ſuch a ſmell of brimſtone 
that almoſt ſuffocated us; at length he 
got to the place where they kept the 
holy water, and jumping into it to cool 
himſelf, expired in a few moments; 
which being ſeen by one of the congre- 
gation, he cried out with a loud voice, 
Vivat vivat, the devil is dead. 1 

This joyful news made us all eaſy 
for a while, but our confuſion was ſoon. 
renewed, upon hearing that two la- 
dies in the place had miſcarried with 

the fright; and that two others had 
been ſtifled in the throng. They were 
all four immediately carried out, and. I 
knew one of them to be the lady of D. 
Pompeio, the lord of the manor. This: 
melancholy fight fo. incenſed. the con- 
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gregration againſt the miſſionaries, that 
they began to load them with curſes 
and execrations. The reverend fathers 
finding matters grow ſo ſerious, and fear. 
ful leſt the populace ſhould proceed to 
extremities, hurried as faſt as poſſible 
out of the church, and returned to their 
good friend the licentiate, where they 
imagined they ſhould be ſecure from all 
further inſults, | 
They were fo indeed from the popu- 
hace, but their reverences were not a 
little ſurpriſed, when about an hour 
tes they ſaw D. Pompeio enter 
the houſe with an officer of juſtice 
and a band of ſbirris. D. Pompeio 
would certainly have ſacrificed theſe 
. wretches in the firſt tranſports. of his 
fury, had he not been with-held by the 
=; officer, who, to pacify him, promiſed 
- that he ſhould inſtantly have juſtice done 
him, not only for the injury he had 
ſuffered by them in this affair, but 
| likewiſe for the loſs of the two thouſand 
five hundred ducats, which his ſteward 
had refunded to them for his uſe; and 
' accordingly ordered his people to ſeize 
| __. them directly, and convey them to the 
WE cf er 
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D. Caſtilmoro, who was greatly con 
cerned at this accident, uſed all his en- 
deavours to obtain ſome mercy for 
them, but in vain; which when they 
ſaw, one of them thought to ſucceed 
better by offering a ſum of money for 
his ranſom : his companions followed his. 
example, and drew out each a large purſe 
full of gold, which they offered to the 
officer ; who, after taking it, put on a 
ſterner air than before: Ah, ah! ſaid 
he, is it ſo? 1 thought to have laid 
hold of you only as diſturbers of the 
public peace, but I ſee now that what 
Signor Pompeio told me is true, and 
that you are all rogues and thieves ;; 
ay, ay, this quantity of money is a plain: 
proof of it. 9 
The monks been to exclaim vio- 
lently againſt this latter accuſation, al- 
ledging in their excuſe, that the money 
Was what had been given them in alms. 
for the poor during the courſe of their. 
miſſion; but the officer ſoon ſtopt their 
, mouths, by ordering his people to take 
them away to priſon ; and you, Sir, ſaid 
he, addrefling himſelf to D. Pompeio, 
will be pleaſed to take this money in 
part. of what theſe venerable fathers have 
es. Cn defrauded. 
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defrauded you of. ſo laying, he took 
| his leave, and marched of? with the four 
miſſionaries. 

Thus ended this curious miſſion, af. 
ter having colt three perſons their lives, 
and many others their health and limbs, 
without any advantage but what accru- 
ed to the curates and pariſh-clerks of 
the neighbouring villages, who. found 
a conſiderable increaſe in their chriſt- 
nings about that time nine months. 
Poor Caſtilmoro was ſo confounded 
and afflicted at this unhappy event, that 
=! certainly: thought it would have turned 
his brain, had we not out of charity 
8 kept him company for ſome time in 
order to divert his melancholy, by pro- 
_— him all the amuſement in our 
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Concluſion of the {tory of the 
Count de Redundo. | 


FT ER what had happened, it 

may eaſily be imagined, that we 
could not be very merry tor that even- 
ing. Caſtilmoro was, as I have ſaid 
before, almoſt inconſolable : my uncle, 
notwithſtanding his antipathy to monks 
in general was, or at leaſt appeared to 
be, a good deal concerned. at the difſ- _ 
grace which had. befel them, and had 
recourſe to eating and drinking, as the 
beſt antidotes againſt melancholy. The 
reſt of the company obſerved a ſolemn 
filence out of complaiſance ; fo that the 
whole converſation lay between the. 
count and myſelf, which was not near 
fo ſprightly as it would have been under 
any other circumſtances : but Caſtil- 
moro retiring after ſupper, in order to 
give a vent to his ſorrows, and lament 
in private the misfortunes of his bre- 
thren, good humour began to * 
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. dy degrees amongſt us. By St. An. 
a thony, ſaid my uncle, addreſſing him. 
ſelf to the count, it is better living here 
than in your Simiania; we have good 
eating and drinking at leaſt, and are 
not in fear of thets pla guy Tricorns, 
This ſpeech | put the who e company in 
mind of claiming the count's promiſe; 
who accordingly gave us the concluſion 
of his adventures in the following terms, 
As ſoon as I was ſafe on board the 
ſhip, whither my friendly beaver had 
'conveyed me, I deſired to fee the cap- 
tain, that I might make him my com- 
pliments : I was accordingly preſented 
to him, ard had no fooner told him 
who I was, than he very civilly led me 
down to the apartment of the viceroy 
of Brazil, who was then on board go- 
ing to take poſſeſſion of his government; 
but how great was my joy and ſurpriſe, 
when I knew him to be the count de 
Marialva, one of my moſt intimate 
friends: I immediately flung myſelf 
about his neck,” and embraced him 
tenderly,” returning a thouſand thanks 
to heaven for this happy encounter. 
The count himſelf was 1 aſtoniſhed, 
that he was ſome few minutes before = 
2 could 
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could anſwer me ; at length recovering 
from his aſtoniſhment, O heavens ! cried. 


he,. preſſing me in his arms, is it you. 


my deareſt friend, that I behold ! you” 


whom I and all Liſbon imagined to have 
periſhed in the waves ! by what bl 
chance was you preſerved from the fatal 
end that befel your companions? Alas, 
I have lamented you as dead for above 
ſix months! I was even thinking of you 
the very inſtant you entered my apart- 
ment: judge then how great muſt be 
my ſurpriſe and joy at ſeeing you fo 
unexpectedly—but I do the counteſs 
an injury in delaying ſo long to ſhare 
it with her, who has often joined her 
tears to mine on your account, and will 
now take as great a part in my ſatisfac- 
tion. . 
With theſe words he conducted me 
to the counteſs's apartment, who was 
ſo ſurpriſed at ſeeing me, that ſhe at firſt 
thought it had been my apparition ;, but 
the count having brought her a little to 
herſelf, they both intreated me to ſit 
down and give them a relation of 
my adventures, and the manner in which 
I was delivered from the diſaſter by which 
the reſt of my companions periſhed. 


L 


* 


138 


Iaccordingly gave them a full account of 


every thing that had befallen me, in the 
ſame manner as I have already done to this 
ou company; at which they could not 
ufficiently expreſs their ſurpriſe. When 
J had finiſhed my relation, they felici. 
tated me on the miraculous eſcapes that 
J had had, and inſiſted that we ſhould 
not part during the voyage ; the count 
at the ſame time ordering one of his own 
apartments to be made ready for me, 
Thus we pait whole days together in the 
moſt ſocial and friendly manner, which, 
added to the tender and obliging afſi- 
duities of the count and his worthy 
lady, ſomewhat abated the edge of my 
grief; This voyage was as profperous 

as my former had been unhappy, and 
we arrived in ſafety at St, Salvador, 
without having met with the leaſt acci- 
| dent by the way. 

My intention when I left Liſbon 
was, to procure myſelf ſome {ſettlement 
in the Brazils, where I might live wich- 
out being an incumbrance tO my {riencs. 
With this view I had taken with me 
all the ready money I was poſſeſſed of, 


which was loſt when I was caſt away. 


The count was acquainted with this 


circumſtance, | 


c 
U 
y 
i 
1 
1 
n 
| 


1 x39 1 3 
circumſtance, and in order to ſpare me 
the confuſion that I muſt have been in 
with any other perſon, generouſly. of- 
fered me his table, and a genteel apart- 
ment in his houſe, which I accepted for 
the preſent only, and till I could receive 
news from Portugal, whither I had 
written for a ſupply of money : as every 
one there thought me dead, I was a 
long time without receiving any anſwer; 
would to heaven I had never had one]! The 
only news I received was, what I then 
thought but too true, the death of my 
daughter. T was almoſt as much at- 
fected with this loſs, as I had been with 
that of my wife; and I ſhould certainly 
have followed thofe dear relations thro? 
exceſs of grief, but for the friendly 
cares of the generous count and his lady, 
who omitted nothing that they thought 
would adminiſter to my comicrt. In 
ſhort, we there paſſed many years toge- 
ther in that delightful, ſocial union, which 
is the true bond of friendſhip, and which 
very tew of human kind are capable f 
taſting, 

This happy union would in all pro- 
bability have laſted during our lives, 
had not love, that tyrant of the heart, inter- 
„r poſed 
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poſed to hinder it; not contented with 
what he had already made me ſuffer, 
he reſolved to make me once more his 
captive; Which he effected by Go a 
lowing accident. | 

The count having malle a voyage to 
Portugal, at his return brought over 
with him. the marchioneſs of Sardoal his 
ſiſter-in-la w, who could not reſiſt the 
longing deſire ſhe had to ſee the coun- 


teſs. Among her women attendants 


_ a young lady of incomparable beau - 
; the ſweetneſs of her temper ſoon 
4 her the heart of the countels, 


who made her her friend and confident, 


As I had frequent opportunities of ſee- 
ing her with that lady, I ſoon felt that 
ſhe was not indifferent to my heart; but 
what I had already ſuffered for that 


fatal paſſion, made me reſolve to uſe 


my utmoſt efforts to prevent myſelf from 
falling into the ſame ſnare for the future: 

I fled all occaſions of ſeeing her, but 
in vain, for I found I carried her image 
deeply imprinted on my hearr; and 


what ſerved to attach me the more to 


her, was a certain reſemblance which 


I thought I perceived in her with my 
deareſt Thereſia, whom I had ſo ten- 
derly loved: ſeduced by this flattering 


notion, 
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notion, J ſought her company again 
in ſpite of myſelf z I even obſerved that 
her beautiful eyes were frequently fixed 
upon mine, and witlx a tenderneſs which 
could only be attributed to ſympathy, 
ſeemed to catch my ſorrows, and dropt 
tears of compaſſion, which went to my 
e e 5 

Such was the ſituation of us both, 
when one day finding myſelf alone 
with her, I ventured to aſk her the cauſe 
of ſo extraordinary a behaviour: have I 
been unhappy enough, Madam, faid TI, 
to offend you in any thing ? The tears 
which I ſee you ſhed whenever I appear 
before you, make me fear it, and yet 1 
do not know that I have given you the 
| leaft cauſe of diſpleaſure. Ah, Sir, re- 
plied Leonora (for that was the name 
by whieh ſhe then went) how ill do you 
judge of my ſentiments, if you believe 
that the tears, I ſhed proceed from any 
diſlike at the ſight of you! Alas! they 
flow from a very different ſource; but 
the natural modeſty and reſerve proper 
to be preſerved by my ſex forbid me 
to explain the real motives ; the emo- 
tion I feel at preſent, while I look on 
you, makes me apprehenſive leſt my 
heart ſhould in ſpite of prudence diſco- 


ver 
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wer itfelf. Permit me then, Sir, to 
withdraw and vent thoſe tears elſewhere, 
which you may perhaps ſtill reproach 
me with as a fault : ſhe quitted me with 
theſe words, and entered into the coun- 
teſs's apartment. 

The confuſion into which theſe words 
of her's threw me, was ſo great, that it 
took from me all power of following 
her, and I was ſo affected as to ſhed tears 
myſelf 3 never had I felt myſelf in ſuch 
a condition ſince the death of my dear 
Thereſia. The count, whocame in at that 
inſtant, perceived the diſorder I was in; 
What is the matter, my dear friend? ſaid 
he, embracing me ; you ſeem much 
moved! Ah! cried I, aſk me not the 
cauſe; it is ſuch an one as you will ne- 
ver forgive; leave me ro weep in ſecret 
my own misfortunes, and content your- 
ſelf with pitying your unhappy friend, 
whom perhaps you would no longer 
Honour with that precious name, did 
you know what paſſes in his heart, The 
count ſaid every thing that friendſhip 
could inſpire him with to comfort me; 
but ſeeing that all his endeavours proved 
vain, he quitted me and went into his 
wife's apartment, where he found Leo- 
nora with 'her face all bathed in tears, 

Surpriſed 
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Surpriſed at the ſight, he did not know 
at firſt what to think; however, the 
friendſhip he had for me, and the young 
lady's known virtue, diſpelled every in- 
jurious fuſpicion that might have other- 


wiſe ariſen in his breaſt. 


The abrupt departure of Leonora, 
and the care that ſne afterwards took to 
avoid me, was ſo far from leſſening my 
paſſion for her, that it only ſerved to 
make it burn the fiercer. The count 
was not long without perceiving this: 
my viſits were now leſs frequent, and I 


did not unboſom myſelf to him as uſual; 


from all which he conjectured, that 1 
muſt have ſome engagements elſewhere, 
in which he was not deceived. Love is 
one of thoſe paſſions which admits of 
no ſharer, but will have the whole poſ- 


ſeſſion of the heart. Leonora was the 


miſtreſs of mine, but I knew not whe- 
ther I poſſeſſed her's in return. The 
count, who was particularly concerned 
to have this affair cleared up, made 
that diſcovery which I had ſo long and 
Jo ardently wiſhed. He had a private in- 
terview with Leonora on this ſubject, 
in which ſhe frankly owned to him, 
that ſhefelt for me what ſhe had never felt 

tor any man before; adding, that how- 


ever 
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ever deep an impreſſion I might haye 
made on her heart, I had nothing to 
fear on her account ; for that her own 
virtue and the tender love ſhe had for 
me, would never allow her to exceed 
the bounds of decency, and what ſhe 
owed to her own ſex. The count de 
Marialva was very ready 'to believe what 
ſhe ſaid, but as he was not unacquainted 
with the hearts ef women, he did not 
chooſe to repoſe an implicit confidence 
in their words:: therefore, to prevent 
any future bad conſequences, he re- 
ſolved to diſcover to me what he knew; 
but how great was my joy, when T heard 
from his mouth that the beautiful Leo- 
nora really loved me] The prudent 
advice my friend gave me on this occa- 
ſion ſerved only to increaſe my paſſion, 
which was now grown to ſuch an height, 
as not only to have ſwallowed up the 
remembrance of my dear Thereſia's lois, 
Hut even to make me believe, that I 
ſhould taſte with this lovely perſon all 
the happineſs I had enjoyed in my firſt 
marriage. One thing however threw a 
conſiderable 'damp upon my hopes, 
which was, that upon the report that 
had prevailed in Liſbon of my being 
certainly dead, my relations had taken 
4 poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of my fortune, ſo that T found 
myſelf out of a condition of providing 
for Leonora in a manner ſuitable to her 
merit, or my own inclination, I could 
fee but one way to remove this obſtacle, 
which was by taking her with me to 
Portugal, where my preſence would be 
more than ſufficient to recover all my 
fortune and effects. | 
When 1 made her this propoſal ſhe 
readily came into it, on condition that 
the marchioneſs and the counteſs would 
give their conſent. Charmed with hav- 
ing ſo eaſily gained her conſent, I ven- 
tured to mention it one day to the count, 
who ſeemed greatly ſurprized at it: 
What, my deareſt friend, cried he, are 
you then going to leave me? have I 
unwittingly given you any cauſe of com- 
plaint ? what can ſo ſuddenly call you 
to Portugal? My affairs, anſwered I; 
you know that part of my fortune is 
already in the hands of others : your 
friendſhip has hitherto prevailed on you 
to fupply all my wants, but I cannot 
without bluſhing continue any longer 
to be ſuch a burthen to you; I am re- 
ſolved to recover my own, that I may 
have it in my power to repay ſome of 
the many obligations I lie under to you. 
r. H. * Lou 
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Tou would not talk thus, replied the 
.count, did you love as you have former- 
1y done, but that happy time is no more, 
your heart is another's, to whom you 
Sacrifice me. I ſhould certainly com- 
plain of this treatment, did I not know 
that friendſhip ought to give place to 
love; nevertheleſs, I love you too well 
to with-hold from you my advice in 
relation to the ſtep you are about to take, 
You love Leonora, my dear friend; it is 
in vain to go about to deny it; it isa 
long time fince I have perceived this 
paſſion : I ſhould be very far from blam- 
ing a paſſion, when founded on real 
merit; Leonora is without doubt a very 
amiable perſon, but let not your pal- 
ſion carry you to do that which you 
will hereafter have a thouſand reaſons 
to repent of, as it is ſaid you intend to 
make her your wife; and your defire 
of going away. with her ſeems to con- 
firm this report; and yet I cannot but 
entertain a better opinion of your judg- 
ment and prudence, than to think that 
you will raſhly venture to do an action 
that will one day cauſe you the utmoſt 
deſpair. KT TE 
Theſe words of the count's were ſo 


many poniards to my heart; I begged 
TT RO im 
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him ta explain himſelf, which he for a 

long time refuſed, till at length by my 
intreaties he conſented. I now ſee, my 
dear friend, ſaid he, that you love 
Leonora in reality, and think you may 
aſpire to the poſſeſſion of her without 
the fear of being refuſed: Leonora 


is without doubt a perſon formed to 


make any one happy for whom ſhe has 
à paſſion; ſhe has beauty, virtue, and 
exalted ſentiments; but you know the 
decorums to be obſerved by people of 
our rank, and that an error in alliance 
is ſeldom or never overlooked : I can 
venture to ſay that this would be the 


| greateſt you could poſſibly be guilty of: 


I know- who Leonora is ; let it ſuffice 


then that I adviſe you as a true friend 


to weigh and think ſeriouſly on what 
you are about to do; after that you have 
both of you full liberty from me to go 
to Europe whenever you pleaſe; the 
only favour I have to aſk in return, is, 


that you will never ceaſe to love and 
remember me. ; 


Nothing could equal my ſurpriſe at 
hearing the count talk in this manner; 
I hardly knew at firſt what to think of 
it. However, the juſtice he had done 
to the charms and virtue of Leanora 
. H 2 confirmed 


I 
confirmed me in my love; and T was 
ſo blinded with my paſſion, that I ima- 
gined he only ſpoke in this manner 
to deter me from my purpoſe, as being 
unwilling that his wife and ſiſter ſhould 
be deprived of ſo amiable a companion, 
for whom they had the greateſt love and 
friendſhip ; but this did not appear a 
ſufficient reaſon to me for debarring 
_ myſelf of the happineſs of poſſeſſing 
her. Accordingly, I remained fixed in 
my reſolution to embark with her in 
the firſt- ſhip that was bound to Portu- 
gal, which we did in leſs than a fortnight 
afterwards ; and after a very favourable 
voyage arrived ſafe in Liſbon. 
As my whole thoughts were upon 
marrying Leonora the inſtant I had 
ſettled .my affairs, I loſt no time in 
making my arrival known to my fami- 
ly. The firſt I applied to was D. Gon- 
zalez de Tentayro, the ſame to whoſe 
care I had truſted my daughter at my 
leaving Liſban, and who, on the report 
of my death, had taken. poſſeſſion of my 
fortune. It ſeems as if Providence had 
inſpired me with this thought to ſave 
me from committing the moſt horrid of 
all crimes; I found him on his death 
bed juſt ready to expire. ne = 
Fer "20 ad 


(1497 

had ftrength and underſtanding enough 
left to know me again. Ah !- my dear 
count, ſaid he to me with a dying voice, 
is it you I behold again? What thanks 
do I owe. to heaven, who has ſent you 
here to receive my laſt breath, and to 
be informed by me of a ſecret that has 
long lain heavy on my conſcience ! but 
before I reveal it to you, let me engage 
your promiſe that you will not revenge 
the injuries I have done to you on my 
poor children: Alas | they are guiltleſs, 
it is on me alone that your vengeance 
ought to fall, and you ſhould have am- 
ple ſatisfaction did it pleaſe heaven to 
grant me longer life. I bound myſelf 
by an oath to do as he deſired, promiſ- 
ing to forgive whatever he might have 
done to injure me, and even to do every 
thing in my power to be of ſervice to 
him. Alas! he cried, I am unworthy 
of ſuch goodneſs My ſtrength fails 
me I have not power left to reveal 
to you my heinous crimes——Father 
Matthew de Cordoſa, who has ſor a 
long time been my confident, and D. 
Manuel de Souſa, who has my laſt will 
in his hands, are the perſons who 

will inform you of what the near ap- 
proach of death prevents me from re- 

> H 3 vealing 
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vealing to you myſelf. Farewel, dear 
count ; I reſtore to you. by my death 
thoſe poſſeſſions which I have wrong. 
fully kept from you : may you one day 
be bleſſed with the ſight of your dear child, 
He had no ſooner uttered theſe words 
than he funk down in. his bed and ex- 
pired. I went that very day to the 
Pauliſts. convent to aſk for the father 
whom Gonzalez had mentioned to me, 
and begged him to acquaint me with 
the important ſecret which his friend, 
had at his death given him permiſſion 
to reveal to me. How little confidence 
is to. be repoſed in man ! The father at 
firſt loaded me with civilities; but as: 
ſoon as he heard my name, and that I 
was come to recover my eſtate out of 
the hands of thoſe who had taken poſ- 
ſeſſi on of it on a falſe report of my death, 
he intirely altered his behaviour, and with 
an ironical tone told me, that if that 
was all my buſineſs I might have ſpared 
myſelf the fatigue of ſo long a voyage. 
The count, ſaid he, whoſe name you: 
aſſume, has been dead above theſe 
fourteen years, ſo that if you had any 
defigns upon his eſtate you ſhould have 
thought of putting your project in exe- 
eution before, for it is now — 
| "#1 
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of the lateſt, D. Gonzalez de Tentay- 
ro, who probably forefaw ſome trick of 
this kind, having very prudently pro- 
vided againſt it, by giving that whole 
eſtate, and a part of his own, to our 
poor fathers of Paraguay. I am ex- 
tremely ſorry, Sir, added he, that your 
are come ſo late, but doubtleſs it was 
by the work of God, to prevent the 
poor miniſters of the goſpel from being 
deprived of ſo valuable a gift. 52 
It would be difficult to expreſs the 
rage this ſpeech of the father's threw me 
into: had it been any one but a church- 
man who had treated me thus, his 
life ſhould have been the immediate 
forfeiture of his inſolence; but the fol- 
ly of mankind have given the monks a 
power of doing every thing with impu- 
nity. All that I had left to do there- 
fore was, to inquire of him by what 
tight they pretended to keep me out of 
my eſtate ? By right of a will, replied 
he with great coolneſs, which you ſhall |, 
ſee in proper time and place. I did not 
ſtay to make him any anſwer, but quit- 
ted him haſtily, leſt in the firſt emotion 
of my paſſion I ſhould have been 
Prompted to facrifice him to my re- 
venge. From thence I immediately 
"TERA "bh 4 >. repaired. 
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repaired to the houſe of D. Manuel de 
Souſa, to whom J related every thing 
that had paſſed between the father and 
me; at which he was ſo ſurpriſed that 
he could hardly give credit to it; but 
at length, be of good courage, Sir, ſaid 
he, you have nothing to fear on that 
fide, I am the only perſon intruſted with 
the laſt will. of D. Gonzalez, which ! 
know to be of a very different tenor; 
beſides, he has given me in charge to 
reveal a. ſecret to you that cannot fail 
of giving you the higheſt ſatisfaction, 
which is, that your daughter, is. {till liv- 

Ing. 

Ss his comfertable news made me in 
an inſtant drop -my. rage againſt the 
monk . Cordoſa ; the recovery, of my 
dear child giving me more joy than the 
loſs of my fortune had reſentment. I 
begged D. Manuel to inform me by 
what accident it happened that the 
- news was ſpread of her death, and where 
I might fly to find her. In an houſe, 
ſaid he, which it will not be very agree- 
able to you to ſee her, and know that 
ne has been educated there; but as ſhe 
is yet young, your company and con- 
verſation may eaſily repair what is de- 
fective in her education: you muſt 
know, 
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know, continued he, that D. Gonzalez 
has her brought up under a fictitious 


name in the houſe for poor orphans; 
upon the news of your death, which 


we all believed true, this unnatural re- 
lation had her privately conveyed thi- 
ther; and to ſecure to himſelf the full 
poſſeſſion of your fortune, gave out that 
ſhe was dead. It is now upwards of 
fourteen years ſince ſhe was firſt put into 
that houſe, where ſhe would in all pro- 
bability have remained for ever in a ſtate 
of obſcurity, but for the diforder which 
occaſioned the death of D. Gonzalez. 

Stung with remorſe he ſent to me while 


he was on his ſick bed, and revealed 


the whole ſecret to me, making me 


.promiſe to take her out of that houſe 


and re- inſtate her in the poſſeſſion of her 
rights, You are now come to {ave me 
the trouble; I willingly yield my office 
into the hands of a tender parent. 

After D. Manuel had done ſpeaking 
we went together to the orphan's houſe, 


where we inquired for my daughter by 


the name of Leonora; the conformity 


of this name with that of the young 
lady, whom I was on the point of mar- 
rying, did not ſtrike me. at firſt; but 
when the ſuperior told D. Manuel that 
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the had been taken out by the marchio- 
neſs of Sardoal, who had carried her 
with her to the Brazils, I immediately 
diſcovered that I was already in poſſeſ. 
ſion of the precious treaſure I was in 
ſearch of, whoſe ſuppoſed loſs had coſt 
me ſo many tears. My joy at this hap- 
py event would have been much great- 
er, had it not been damped by a riſing 
remorſe, I could not forbear bluſhing 
at the thoughts of having indulged too 
warm a paſſion for an object that ought 
to have been dear to me indeed, but in a 
different ſenſe: but friendſhip for woman 
being ſo near a-kin to love, and that 
which I bore my dear Camilla (which is 
my daughter's real name) being the moſt 
fincere that could be felt, my heart con- 
founding the ſentiments made me take 
the one for the other. I now returned 
thanks to. God, who in his goodneſs had 
ſtopped me on the brink of the precipice 
Into which I was ready to fall; and tak- 
ing my leave of the ſuperior and D. Ma- 
nuel, I few home to acquaint my dear Ca- 
milla with the happy tidings : ſhe bluſh- 
ed as I had done at having given way to 
ſentiments more tender than they ſhould 
have been ; and we made a mutual pro- 
miſe to do penance for our error as ſoon 
2 9 23 
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as my affairs would permit of my being 
abſent. But we were detained ſome 
time from putting it into execution by 
the avarice-of the Pauliſts, which oblig- 
ed me to commence a ſuit againſt them, 
where their knavery in the forging a 
falſe will being fully diſcovered, I was 
re-inſtated in the full poſſeſſion of my 


fortune, which they out of their abun- 


dant charity would have with-held from 
me. As ſoon as this affair was decided, 
we both of us ſet out on a pilgrimage 
to St. Jago de Compoſtella, to ſuppli- 


cate Almighty God to forgive us a crime, 


which, but for his preventing grace, had 
been carried to more enormous lengths. 
This gentlemen, continued the count, 
is the true reaſon of our pilgrimage, and 
we earneſtly intreat the aſſiſtance of your 
prayers, and thoſe of every good chri- 
ſtian, that we may meet with that par- 
don we are going in ſearch of. 

The whole company were fo charm- - 
ed at the count's relation, and the edify- 
ing piety that appeared in him and his 
amiable daughter, that they promiſed 
to a man to offer up their prayers to God 


for them; and D. Antonio aſſured the 
count, that he would for his part give 


him . 


\ 


- .would put hi into writing for hi 


=. ſo much was he delighted v with it. This 
ihce count promiſed to do, and kept his 


word the next day; and from this ma- 
mu fipt I have taken it. As it was now 
* late in the evening the count and his 
daughter withdrew, but our honeſt cu- 
rates ſtaid to crack the other bottle, 
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Ranucio goes to Evora. 
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counter by the way. 


of the Collegians. A ſtory re- 4 


lating to them. 
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His e— 
portrait 
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r ſome time longer at Maſ. 


o my — now, as. I had been ple 
ed with it during the time that the n 
Gon laſted: this would not have been 
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hs caſe had the count de Redundo and 
his amiable daughter remained with 3 
but they left us the very next day. 

* ſhould certainly have followed their 52 
ample, had not complaiſance for my 
uncle with-held me. Hewever, chance 
threw an opportunity in my way which 
J was very ready to embrace: a few 
97 after the miſſionaries had been ſent 
to priſon, the lady of D. Pompeio died 

of the miſcarriage ſhe got from the fright 

in the church, at which her huſband, 
ho was tenderly. fond of her, was ſo 
enraged, that he determined to leave 
nothing undone to revenge himſelf on 
the monks who had been the authors 
of his misfortune; and to this purpoſe 
applied himſelf to the corrigidor, to 

hom be told his ſtory in ſo pathetic a 

manner, that this fours romiled to pro- 
ſecute them to the utmoſt; and atccord- 

ingly ſummoned 4 number of the inha- 
bitants by name to give in their depo- 
Lyons againſt the miſſionaries. 
This new aecident redoubled Cuſtil- 
Art w fears, and being apprehenflve 
that F' ſhould be eited wah: ER and 
that I would not have cburage enough 
to give à falſe Gatto ferbe Hus brethreh, . 
"agreed with D. Antonio that 1 
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be ſent out of the way. 
hens thing I wanted; as we were but a 
Hitle' diſtance from Evora, and I had. 
never ſeen that city nor its famous uni- 


verſity, I anſwered Caſtilmoro, when 
he aſked me what place I would chuſe 


to go to, chat 1 ſhould be 


glad to take 
a journey thither. 


I commend your 


curioſity, replied the good licentiate ; 


and ſince you are deſirous of viſiting 
that city, I will give you letters of re. 


ere (of which I have a 
who will take a 
ou every thing that is curious. I was. 

ghly pleaſed with this getierous offer, 


great number) d 


13 begged of him to put it in execu- 


tion as ſpeedily as poſſible, which he 
did the vety 


and [ ſer out together for Eva. 


We had got neat two-thirds of the 
way: when H was ſuddehly ſurpriſed by 


3 confuſed noife of mens voices es anch e 
trampling of horſes feet, and turning 
Back te e what it might be, I difeo- 
vered about thirty 
of a little wood to our left. hand; the) 
appeared armed, and ſeemed to ads 
lay towards the place where we wers: 


This Was hi | 


pleaſure in ſhowing: | 


next day, when Ambroſe A | 


horſemen coming out 1 ; I 


= _ greatly alarmed: at thett = 


ery 
2 4 
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bers, and ok them for a gang of tob- | 
bers, who were coming to fall on us 
in order therefore to get away from them, 
if poſſible, I began to ſpur Caſtilmoro's 
mule, to put her upon the gallop; but 
as if every thing that belonged tochurch- 
men was to . partake of their ſluggiſn- 
neſs, the reſty beaſt would not budge a 
ſtep farther; 8 therefore that there 
were no hopes of avoiding them, we 
. © reſolved to ſell our lives as dear as poſ- 
ble, and drawing our ſwords, Ambroſe 
1 and I put ourſelves upon our guard, and 
waited for their coming uß. 
But we ſoon found we had no occa- 
fion for this precaution, for when they 
drew near to us we perceived them to be 
3 a company of young collegians, who were 
EF going like us to Evora, and who had 
1 no other arms than a large ſtring of 
bäeads, which they were employed in 
telling as they rode along. If I was 
heartily ae at the firſt ſight. of 
them, I now laughed as heartily at my 
folly; as did Ambroſe, who had been 
F "under no leſs apprehenſion than myſelf. 
= Signor Ranucio, ſaid he, theſe are 
Jy the gentry that threw us into 133 "YN 
1 c, arè they not? by St. Gregaty. 
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pons has what they carry about. _ 
we ſhall have very. devout. deaths, and 
be ſure of going to heaven into the®9Þ 
| bargain. She now found herſelS obliged . ©" 
to follow the ſame tract with this church. 
ambulant; for my. mule, which would 
not ſtir a ſtep. before, began now to ſet 
out in ſuch a. manner that there was no 
ſtopping him, being as I ſuppoſe highly 
pleaſed with his company. In order 
therefore to ſee if they were as much 1 
to my taſte, I began a converſation + 
with one of them ; but to my no ſmall 1 
ſurpriſe found chat it was impoſſible © .- 
get a ſingle word out of them.: I ſoon - 3 
perceived that they were all ſo buſied in 
telling their beads, that they had not 
leiſure to make any anſwer; according- 
ly I waited with patience. tilk they had 
done; after which they all remained 
profoundly. filent for ſome time, which 
made me think that it was now my cue 
for ſpeaking ; I therefore began to put 
ſome queſtions to. the one neareſt me, 
who made me no othef reply than by : 
putting his finger to his lips, which gane 
me to underſtand, that it was not Per- 9 
mitted them to ſpeak as yet. . = 
now began to be heartily tired of. 
1 this | taciturnity, as was a my man 
£73 YN FF * " RM 


Ambroſe, who to divert himſelf fell to 
finging a catch not the moſt modeſt that 
can be imagined ; upon which an old 
licentiate, who ſcemed to be leader of 
the band, came up to him, and bid him 
d to hold his tongue and not trouble their 
' — meditation: as ill placed as this affected 
devotion might appear to me, I could 
= Hot nevertheleſs help approving a be- 
©  Haviour that] Had not met with the like 
© of in any of our churchmen before. We 
How kept our march in profound ſilence, 
Lill the found of one of the bells in Evo- 
ta, whither we were now drawing nigh, 
wrought a ſudden change in the beha- 
viour of my fellow-travellers, who: to 
2 man alighted from their horſes, fell 
* down on their knees, and began to re- 
at aloud the Ave Maria, for which the 
ell was then ringing: Ambroſe and 
1 would fain have continued our jour- 
y, and left our devout companions to 
themſelves, but out curſed beaſts could 
not be prevailed on to ſtir a ſtep till the 
whole troop were in march again. And 
now the old curate gave them leave to 
peak, when in an inſtant they were as 
 - — noiſy. and ludicrous as they had before 
6 been reſerved and filent ; as I ode 
- pretty cloſe co him, I aſked bim . 
„ ; A er 
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ther he was conducting all theſe young I 


people? To Evora, replied he, Where 


they are to be "ordained to-morrow 
ent As we how drew near the 


I had not time to aſk him any more 


: 9 — only he told me that he was 


2 country-curate of the neighbour 
and having always had a great: — 
tion as well as talents for the education 
and inſtruction of youth, the biſhop of 
his dioceſs had given him permiſſion to 


ere a little ſeminary in his pariſh; where 


he got together all the country Tads he 
could meet with in the pariſhes round, 

Jes gave them inſtruction for ſix months, 
at the end of which time he carried them 
to the 'biſhop; who- im mediately- put 


them into orders. T his curious account. 


made me believe that either the curate 
muſt be a man of ſurpriſing talents, or 
that his pupils were great ee. 


It was about nine at night when we 
got into Evora, and as it was 00 late 
for the good licentiate to carry hi his holy 


recruits to the great ſeminary, he 
made them alighr at the firſt inn in the 
town, and tho? T had letters of recom- 
mendation from Caſtilmoro to ſeveral- 
of the principal inhabitants of the place, 


- 8 -— ma made me ele to * 


[264] 
up my quarters in another public-houſe, 
within a few doors of that where they 
had ſet up. As I was a little fatigued, | 
. ordered my ſupper to be got ready im- 
mediately,. and retired to my chamber 
Joon afterwards, with an intention of 
1g. to bed; but calling to mind 
me orders that I had forgotten to give 
| = 1 J came down ſtairs again, 
and went into the kitchen in ſearch of 
him, where to my great aſtoniſhment 
found two ſpits full of different kinds 
of game getting ready with all, expedi- 
tion; I could not help aſking the lande 
lord in a Kind of ſurpriſe, whether he 
did not know that it was faſt-day? Ah, 
very well ſurely, ſaid he, and 6 6 
made ſome difficulty about dreſſing theſe 
things, but a ſet, of young clergymen 
here, for whom they are deſigned, have 
demonſtrated to me very early that 
travellers are exempted from a rigorous 
obſervance of the rules of the church., 
and as they ought to underſtand theſe 
matters better than us you know, why I 
conſented, and {6 here are the things get- 
ting ready for their ſupper. I Was on 


the point of ſhewing him that he was in 


an error, when I ſaw three or four of n 
1 ene avellers enter the kitchen, Wo. 
i | 3 ſeemed | 


— 


* 
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1. 


ſeemed a good deal Werres at meeting 
with me there: we ſeldom love to have 


thoſe for witneſſes of our real vices, that 


have been ſo of our pretended virtues. 
The fear of meeting with a brotherly 


reprimand made them haſten up to their 


apartments as ſoon as poſſible; but not 
without ordering the landlord to ſend 


them up their ſupper with all poffible 


ſpeed. Seeing ſuch great preparations, 


I had the curioſity to aſk the landlord _ 
how many gueſts he expected; twenty, a>; 


faid he, and what is better than all, is, 
that their ſuperior not being with them, 


they intended to enjoy themſelves tho- 


roughly: the good man it ſeems not bein 
able to find lodging ſufficient for his 
whole troop, had left theſe to them- 
ſelves, as being thoſe whoſe conduct he 
could molt rely on, and indeed they 
were the very perſons who-appeared the” 
.moſt- deyout at the recital of the roſary. 
A withdrew to my own apartment, not 
to diſturb the diverſion that was going 
on, or rather not to be a witneſs to what 
would only have given me ſcandal ; but 
unluckily for me, they had ordered "har 
ſupper to be ſerved up in the very room 
adjoining'to mine, and which was di- 


: vided only _ a _ deal unn 3 
| that 8 
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that I could WY. every word. they ſaid. 
After having ſeated themſelves they be- 
gan their myſteries, by ordering in yu 
bottles of the beſt wine the houſe could 
afford; | viz. three. bottles a- piece; 
upon which. one of the company had the 
| impiety to obſerve, that he was always 
=: particularly fond of the number in the 
Trinity. Supper was preſently ſerved up, 
and the converſation beginning to grow 
- little ſerious and leſs noiſy, I, who had 
been heartily fatigued by the Jade of a 
mule of Caſtilmoro's, was glad to la 
hold of .that e to | compoſe 
myſelf to reſt. 
In leſs than an hour” $ time however 
tte wine beginning to operate on the 
B brains of our young collegians, they 
=_ _ fell A ſinging and roaring with all their 
1 MM ht, and talking in the moſt looſe. 
diſſolute manner. From words they 
: pag to actions, and one of 4 
aving given the company the ſlip, fol- 
loped one of the maids that waited at 
mule to the top of the ſtairs, where he 
laid hold of her and offered ſome inde - 
cCeyncies, at which the wench being in- 
cenſed, and deſirous of getting rid of 
troubleſome a companion, began to crx 
N the noiſe hes | . 
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made wakened me out of my. fleep; 1333 


upon which! jumped up, and laying Kota. 


of my ſword ran out of the door, and 


8 juſt time enough to the ſtair- caſe 


to ſave the poor girl from his brutal — | 
violence. The 05 cis he was ſtru cg 


with at ſeeing me, made him haſtily 


of their wits, taking it for | 
1 was come to put them to death; and 


quit his prize and run into the room 
-where the reſt of his co . were, 


where he imagined himſelf fafe from 


my purſuit ; but T followed him cloſe, 


not ſo-much with any deſign of uſing 
him ill, as to prevail upon the reſt of 
his companions to make leſs noiſe, and 


_ ſuffer me to get ſome fleep. They ſee- 


ing me enter the room with my drawn 
ſword in my hand, were frightened out 


as moſt churchmen are naturally cow- 


ards, they ran for ſhelter into their ſe- 


of the field of battle. Seeing them all 
„I locked the door upon them, 
and taking the key with me, I 


retired once more to my bed, where "=P | "I 3 
E e e the in. : 
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Ranueio 8 e dy a . „ 
ternez. A portrait "of the' clergy 
in Portugal. The houſe of the 
43 _ dodtors of Evora. The admiſ- 
ſion of a young doctor. A very 
' curious and intereſting diſputation: 

= n F on the . — 


* 


1 firſt ade the next morning 
| was to wait upon the doctor to 
Sw Caſtilmoro had directed me, who 
Vas called Don Lanternez de: Caftilla. 
As ſoon as I had acquainted him with 
the perſon who recommended me to 
him, * loaded me with civilities, and 
inſiſted upon introducing me to his 
brother the doctor of laws, upon which 
ue conducted me into his cloſet, where 
we found him in very agreeable com- 
E __ pany: it was a young abbeſs who had 
come to conſult him about a lawſuit 
that her community had engaged in 
againſt her. Finding him engaged; TI 
was obliged to make my viſit ſhorter 


8 than I ſhould . in 1 have 
| ID. 


” + 4 PS. a hy . . 
us | "> — ö iN * * - 2 » mg 1 
* * * 4 . N 2 f - [ 1 9 
N PD + X : x 


;— +. "Tu a 
done; and after the firſt ceremonies were 
over I. roſe and took my leave, leaving 

him alone with the young abbeſs, in 
whoſe cauſe he ſeemed to intereſt + 
himſelf very warmly ; and indeed i it was. 
no more than what ſhe deſerved; for I - 
do not remember to have ſeen a more 
accompliſhed beauty: in ſhort, I was 
greatly ſtruck with her charms, and, | - 
could not forbear inquiring of Lanter- - 
nez, what cauſe of complaint fo amiable; 
a perſon could have given to her com- 
munity ? Good ! cauſe of complaint: | 
cried Lanternez: why I find you know. 
| little. about women, and what jalouly 
will make them do! It is a dreadful. - 
grievance with that ſex I can tell you. 
to ſee another handſome; the prett  - 
abbeſs you ſaw is an example of this; 
her nuns have not been able to bear 
with any patience the charms that rob- 
bed them of the homage of all the young 
nobility: in order to be revenged on 4 4 
her, they have reſolved, if Poſſible. 1 9 = 
to get her abbey taken from her; and 1 = 
with that view have accuſed her of f quan- 
| Tin the revenues of the js Bw and 
de has clearly proved the a 
ky the allegation, yet they are reſolved 
d continue to N her. However, 
Vor. II. bk Rt 47 her 
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beer beauty will not fail of maki 
itiends of her judges, If fo, rep 3 
Why have they not already decided tha -1 
cauſe in her favour? Why, between you 
and I, anſwered Lanternez, the pretty 
abbeſs is in no great hurry to have the 
matter decided, as ſhe is all this time 
diſpenſed from the confinement of a 
cloiſter, and the judges themſelves, Who 
make handſome pickings from both par- 
ties, do not care how long it laſts. The 
corverfation then turned on other ſub- 
Jects, which kept us till near dinner- 
time, when I was for taking my leave, 
but the good doctor would by no means 
fſuffer me to go, and I did not take ma- 
ny intreaties: we had an elegant en- 
tertainment and plenty of good wine; 
ve toſſed off ſeveral bumpers to the 
healths of his good friends Caſtilmoro 
and my uncle Don Antonio, and ſhould 
not have readily rifen from table till we 
had: offered ample libations to the god 
of wine; but Lanternez was obliged,” as 
he told me, to be preſent at the admiſ- 
_ fron of a young doctor who was to take 
his degree that afternoon, and to which 
he offered to introduce me. THis s 
an offer I would by no means let flip, 
"and. * — hi 2 1 5 
. by: A 228 * 
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as many female votaries about the 


their churches neat-and handſome, and 
take all opportunities of making a dif- 
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be performed. -It was a large and fpa- 


cious houſe, of a plain but noble ſtruc- 
ture; the only, fault 1 found in it was 
that the perſon who had cauſed it to de - 


built, had had the vanity to place his 


arms in every part of it even to the xerxx 
gutters. The chapel is a maſter- Reer k 
architecture, but the inſide is by nßs 


means anſwerable to the magnificence 
of the front, being quite plain and with 
very few ornaments, and thoſe the moſt 


common and ordinary: I ebuld not 
help being ſurpriſed at this, and aſked _-þ 
Lanternez the reaſon” of it. There is? + "mm 


very natural one, rephed he; all the 


pompous trappings that you 185 Fay in ow”. FH 2 


churches, are not placed there ſo hy oe 


in honouriof God, as to attract the 


of the people, and eſpecially the wehrſch, 1 


who are above all others fond of luxury 
and ſhew. It is for this reaſon, that tlie 


monks, who are always willing to draw To 
* 
they can, are ſo very careful to 9 


ly of the rich gifts they have received 
from the devotion or folly of their bene- 
_ tafors, Which ſeldom fails of * 
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=P this apartment very frequently. 


From the library we deſcended into. 
alarge and very ſpacious hall, where we 
found about two hundred doctors al-- 
ſembled in their furred robes, which at 
my firſt entrance put me in mind of 
the great Jewiſh ſanhedrim. The cere- 
mony was already pretty far advanced, 
and had been opened by a theſis which LEE 
had been maintained by the candidate, 5 
of which L had a copy put into my hands. 
It was dedicated to the only ſon of prince. | 
5 -Sſhanius, and divided into a 8 by, 


1 ipg <a beholders to follow the examples 
let before their eyes: this artifice has | 
> ſucceeded but too well with the good 
fathers; as for us, who open our chapels 
only once a year for the people, we are 
content to worſhip God in ſpirit and in 
truth, without running into that luxury 
and extravagance, which tends rather 
do diſpleaſe him than contribute to his 
glory. This obſervation of the doctor's 
*$ ared to ine reaſonable, and worthy 
of the good man and the chriſtian. From 
the chapel we went into the library, 
which appeared to me to be a very fine 
done, but the books ſeemed: to be co- 
vered with duſt, which made me con- 
dalude that the doctors did not trouble 
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ons. + The; Grit was INN up | Wilk 3 
detail of the charms and eee, 4 
that monſtrous prince, whom the can- 
didate had erected into a god, that, ac- 
cording to him, all the World oughtto 
bow down and worſhip under pain of 
everlaſting damnation. The e 
viſion was equally intereſting and con- 
vincing; it turned upon the immacu- 
late conception, whi new myſtery. . 
endeavoured to prove, by all the argu- 
ments in theology, to be as true and 
worthy of belief a as any other in reli- 
gion, and that St. Barnard and thoſe 
Per who had oppoſed it at its firſt 
promulgation, had lived and died in 
hereſy; and as ſuch were infallibly damn- 
ed; but what was more curious than 
all the reſt was, that the good candi- 
date pretended to demonſtrate anatomi- 
cally to all unbelievers, the manner in 
which this immaculate conception was 
brought about. The third ſection was 
employed in proving the new dog ma 0 
the poſſibility of a ſtare of incorrupt na- i 
ture. Here the young doctor under- -- i 
24 took to: demonſtrate, that God might © 
With all juſtice condemn a creature 
bowever innocent; adding, that thoſe 
7 A died in original fin were no: damn. 
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ned ſo much for that ſin, as thoſe they 
might have committed had they lived. 
The fourth and laſt ſection treated of 
humanity, and this appeared to me to 
be the young doctor's fort. i 

The oddity of this diſputation made 
me regret not having been preſent at its 
-beginning, as I ſhould have been glad 
to have heard how the candidate would 
have anſwered the arguments that might 
have been brought againſt him, for he 
ſeemed to defend himlelf very well while 
IT was preſent, which ſurpriſed me not a 
little, as ſome of them appeared pretty 
puzzling ; however, my ſurpriſe ſoon 
ceaſed upon being informed that the 
objections had been all communicated 
to him before hand. This, however, 
was not the caſe with fome objections 
which were ſoon after brought againſt him 
by a Cordelier, who owed him a grudge 
on account of an old diſpute ſubſiſting 
between them. It ſeems the young 
doctor had formerly reproached the 
monk with his lazy life, and proved to 
him from authority, that the bread eaten 
by him and his fraternity did not be- 
long to them but to the pope; the 


mon to be revenged on him, now be- 


gan to attack him on the pretended per- 
44 fections. 
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fections of prince Albanius's ſon; and 


as the young doctor had not had any 
revious notice of this argument to be 

ht againſt him, he was unable to 
make any anſwer to the objections of 
his adverſary, who followed his ſtrokes 
ſo cloſely, that the preſident of the al- 
ſembly found it neceſſary to interpoſe 
in perſon : the monk, however, in no 
wiſe daunted, reiterated his objections 
with ſuch ſtrength of argument, that 
the preſident himſelf had not a word 
left to ſay, but in a violent paſſion took 
off his cap and threw it at him; and 
here I could not help admiring the great 
coolneſs and moderation of the monk, 


who was the only one of his fraternity 


that I had ever ſeen maſter of himſelf in 
a diſpute of ſuch importance; but he, 
contented with the victory he had gain- 
ed, forbore coming to blows with his 
adverſary, which 1 was told had fre- 
quently been the caſe amongſt them on 
the like occaſions. However, this little 
rub did not prevent Don Carcaſſio 
(for that was the name of the young doc- 
tor) from being admitted to his degree by 
the general voice, which could not fail 
of giving me a very high idea of the 
univerſity of Evora. 
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Ranucio-returns to Maſſilia. An 


encounter on the road. The ſtory 
of Don Judas de Cenomanes. 


E a ſtay of ſome few days 
longer at Evora, in order to ſatisfy 
my curioſity with all that was worth be- 
holding in that town; and where J 


found the women as great coquets, the 


men as great fops and blockheads, and 
the clergy and monks as ignorant and 
ſuperſtitious as at Liſbon ; ſo that find- 


ing nothing in that place, but what I 


had every day met with in Liſbon, I 


took my leave of doctor Lanternez, 


after returning him thanks for all his 


. 
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civilities, and ſet out on my way for 


— 


Maſſilia, were at my return I found 
the finiſhing hand had been put te the 


. affair of our miſſionaries. They had 


been celivered over by the civil power 
into the hands of their ſuperiors, who 


had demanded them with a. prog iſe of 
making them ſuffer the puniſhments due 


to their crimes. D. Caſtilmoro was ſo 
| | charmed 


16 


charmed with their meeting with ſuch! 


an happy deliverance, that he had cauſed 
Te Deum to be ſung in his church 
by way of thankſgiving. As we were now 


no longer under any apprehenſion of his 


running mad oa this account, my un- 
cle. and I. returned to his: houſe, where 


ſtaid ſome few days, after which 1 


ſet out again for Liſbon. 


It is a juſt remark, that the moſt ſin- 
gular adventures are generally met with 


upon a journey: I had two of ſo ex- 
traordinary and different a kind, that I 


am perſuaded the reader will not be diſ- 
pleaſed at my giving them a er, here. 

a Spaniſh 
gentleman, who was riding gently along 


The firſt was in the perſon o 


the road and ſinging to himſelf; I was 
ſo pleaſed with his voice, chat! ſtopt 


my mule ſome time to liſten to him; 


when he came up to me I told him 1 


was going to Liſbon, where I ſhould be 
glad to do him any little ſervice in my 


power. Signor, ſaid he, I take you at 


your word, but before I inform you of 
the want J am in of your aſſiſtance, give 
me leave to aſk you, if I can ſafely truſt 
you with a ſecret ? I made anſwer; that 
he might ſafely repoſe a confidence in 


| wy" and. that I ſhould remember what 


T2 he: 


3 
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| [18] 
he told me, only-ſo far as was neceſſary 
to render him a ſervice ; after this if 
fſurance the Caſtilian addreſſed me as 


follows: 


Lou may imagine, perhaps, Sir, that 
you ſee in me only a common gentle- 
man, but in that you are miſtaken: in 
me you behold at once a married man, 


a monk, a prieſt, a grand-vicar, an of. 
ficial, and to ſum up the whole, a come- 


dian. 1 could not help ſmiling at this 
concluſion, and thought at firſt that the 
man had been mad, and fixed my eyes 
attentively on his to obſerve if poſlible 


any ſymptoms of that kind in them. 


You. look at me, Sir, ſaid he, and ſmile, 


as if you thought me out of my ſenſes; 


but Jaſſure youl tell you nothing but what 
is ſtrictly true, as Iwill preſently convince 


you, if you will permit me to relate the cir- 


eumſtances of my life: it is a diverſion 
that I am willing to give you, in order 
to make your Journey appear leſs tedi- 
ous to you. 

D. Franceſco de Cenomanes my fa- 
ther, continued the Spaniard, after hav- 


ing 1 me up acgording to his w] 
fancy, that is to ſay very badly, reſolv- 


ed to have me married as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible, — | might not have the morti- 


fication 


C3797]; 


fication of ſeeing his race extinct, of 
which I was the only ſurviving: male; he 
therefore got me a wife by that time 1 
had attained my fifteenth year. You 
muſt doubtleſs know what a young per- 


ſon is capable of at thoſe years; accord- 


ingly, 1 was ſo far from thinking how 
to fulfil the eſfential duties of the mar- 
ried ſtate, that I thought of nothing 
but thoſe which were of leaſt account. 
Thrice had the good man the fatisfac-., 
tion to-ſee-his name and family reſcued * 
from oblivion during the three firſt - 
years I led a married life; but he, had 
all the pleaſure to himſelf, for the unea- 
ſineſſes inſeparable from the ſtate of: . 
_ wedlock began to get poficſſion of me, and 
ſoon made me heartily weary of it! As 1 
had been forced into it at an age when. 
[ was not the maſter of my own actions, 
I thought I might without ſcruple quit 
it when I pleaſed'; accordingly, . one 
fine morning J left my wife and chil- 
dren, and repaired incog. to the mo- 
naſtery of the Capucins of Seguenga, 


who admitted me amongſt them as a no- 


vice, and gave me the habit. The great 
diſtance I was at from home, and my ex- 
treme youth covered me from all ſuſpicion 
No one to have ſeen me would have taken 

R | ; | me. 
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me for the father of three children, and 
you may be ſure I was careful to keep 
my own counſel ; after ſome time I was 
admitted to make my profeſſion,” which 
I did with great ſolemnity, 
I had been led to take this ſtep purely 
from idleneſs, and a diſlike to the ſtate 
of life my friends had made me embrace; 
but I ſoon found J had fallen out of the 
frying- pan into the fire, as they ſay; for 
the good fathers, perceiving the defects 


I my education, and finding a diſpoſi- 


tion in me for ſtudy, reſolved to culti- 
vate it. I in vain endeavoured to ex- 
cuſe my1elf by affecting ſtupidity ; the 
more of a dunce J appeared, the more 
roper they thought me for a great ſcho- 
ar of their order; accordingly I was 
put to ſchool, where, thanks to good 


diſcipline, I made ſo great a progreſs 


that at the end of three years I was found 
fit for receiving holy orders, with which 


I was inveſted at the age of twenty-two 


years, agreeable to a privilege granted 
10 ca beben, founded | orobably on 
the ſuppoſition, that piety and -know- 
ledge come to maturity ſooner with 

them than with the reſt of-mankind. 
A As they had raiſed me to the prieſt- 
hood only with a view to make me ſer- 


Viceable 
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viceable to the convent, they immedi- 
ately employed me in preaching. I held 
forth at firſt in the villages and little 
country towns, from thence I went into 
the market towns, and at length exhi- 
bited in the largeſt cities. Nature had 
endowed me with a good aſſurance and 
a ſurpriſing memory; with theſe talents I 
mounted the pulpits of the moſt cele- 
brated preachers with as much boldneſs 
and unconcern, as if J had been accuſ- 


tomed to it all my life, and that my 


ſermons were the moſt eloquent in the 


world. In ſhort, my qualifications, . 
whether real or imaginary, gained me 


ſo much reputation, that the biſhop of 
the dioceſs ſent for me to preach in his 
cathedral. My impudence ſtanding me 
in the ſtead of merit, I made no heſita- 
tion to comply with his requeſt, and 
made my appearance on that grand 


theatre, where I had the honour to 


pleaſe not only the canons, but, without 


vanity be it faid, even the biſhop himſelf, 
who not contented with hearing me in the 
pulpit was deſtrous of ſeeing whether I was 


as deep learnt in reality as I appeared to 


be by my difcourſes; and for that pur- 


poſe aſſigned me an apartment in his 


Palace, Where 1 might be nearer at hand 
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gerouſly ill, ſent to acquaint me with 
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for him to converſe with me now-and- 


then. In the courſe of our conferences 


the worthy prelate was ſo delighted with 


me, that in order to bind me wholly to 


his ſervice, he offered to make me one 
of his grand-vicars, which place how. 
ever I would not accept till I had firk 
obtained the permiſſion of my ſuperiors, 
I acquitted myſelf ſo well to his liking 
in this my new employment, that he 
ſoon after beſtowed that of official on 
me, which I accepted with ſo much the 
greater pleaſure, as it was by far the 
moſt lucrative, notwithſtanding my hav- 


ing made a vow of poverty: the bene. 
factions and gratuities. which I found 


annexed to the ſacerdotal function, made 
fuch an impreſſion on me, that I could 


not forbear fingering a little now-and- 
then to ſupply my own private pleaſures. 


Increaſe of opportunities only ſerved to 
increaſe my avyarice, till at length, by 
overdoing it, I loſt at once my place 
and my profits ; this happened as fol- 
lows : 448 3 FE: 
Among the friends that the place of 
grand-vicar had gained me, was a fat 
prior, who owed the whole of his for- 
tune to me: this man having fallen dan- 


the 


A 


5 „„ . 
the condition he was in, begging at the 
fame time that I would come and ſee 
him; I flew to him upon the firſt fam- 
mons, and put on-an appearance of 
ſuch deep ſorrow, that he himſelf could 
not forbear being affected with, He 
embraced me with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs, and as a proof of his gratitude 
for my friendſhip and the ſervices I had 
done him, made me an offer of reſign- 
ing his living in my favour. I would 
not hear a word of it at firſt, but ſeeing 
him preparing to draw up the deed, I 
yielded to his intreaties, promiſing him 
at the ſame time, that if heaven reſtored 
him to health, which I earneſtly prayed 
for, I would inſtantly reſtore it to him 
again. Alas! poor man, he did not 
give me the trouble, for he died a very 
few days afterwards. This ſudden ac- 
cident would in all probability have 
rendered my ſchemes abortive, had not 
I, from my perfect knowledge of church- 
men, who are always attentive to the 
death of another, when there is a fat 
living in the caſe, reſolved to keep the 
Price's death a ſecret till I could hear 
from Rome; and by the help of ſome. 
money well applied, I prevailed on the 
phyſician and ſervants of the deceaſed . 
Ts. | to 
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to favour the deceit, and give it out 
that he was ſtill alive. 


But, alas! I might have Cared all 


theſe precautions, tor his death was al- 
ready univerſally known, but I thought 


it a ſecret to every one but myſelf. I 


immediately took poſſeſſion of the pri. 


ory, after which 1 returned to my at- 


tendance on my good biſhop, with 


whom I found that ſomebody had been 
tampering not much to my advantage, 
and iortune was now preparing to ſhew 
me a new turn of her wheel; tor at my 


return I found that a. curſed indultery, 


who knew as well as myſelf when the 


prior died, had obtained his living, and 


was gone to put himſelf in poſſeſſion of 


it, when I had made, myſelf the moſt 


ſure of it. Nothing was left now but 
to battle for it; and as charity is not 
one of the moſt prevalent virtues with 
two people. who are at variance with 
each other, this worthy gentleman pub- 


liſhed a memorial, in which he gave a 
detail of my life, with all its attendant 


circumſtances: I had not a ſtock of im- 


pudence great enough to bear up againſt 
facts ſo authenticated, and therefore 
took the reſolution to ads the kingdom 
while I Was well, and retire into or- 
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tugal; and in a good hour I did it, for 


that very day an order was iſſued for 
apprehending me; but my flight did not 


put a ſtop to further proceedings; 
for the affair was carried on with fuch 


eagerneſs, that notwithſtanding my be- 


ing a monk, a prieſt, a grand-vicar, 


and what is more an official; I was 
condemned to be hanged, which ſen- 
tence was executed upon my effigies as 
my perſon was very luckily out of their 
reach. Thus, Sir, continued Cenomanes, 
thus finiſned my glorious career; you 
may eaſily imagine the ſituation I was 
in after ſo dreadful a cataſtrophe. - No- 


thing now remained of all my former 


greatneſs, and I had been inevitably 
ruined, but for that happy ſtock of at- 
ſurance which was the laſt thing to for- 
ſake me. 5 1 


As I had belonged to an order which 


placed its greateſt glory in ſupplying its 


wants by begging or any other means 
that offered, I ſtuck cloſe to my old 
occupation, and fell to exerciſing the 
employment of a paraſite. I firſt be- 


gan by frequenting the tables of wealthy 


citizens, where I kept my poſt for ſome 


time, but unhappily my having been a 
grand-vicar had made me a little too 
Se delicate, 
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delicate, ſo that I left them and went to WM m 
the ſpruce Abbee's, whoſe way ot living di 
1 knew to be ſomewhat better, and put fc 
on all the airs that I thought moſt likely WM 


to ingratiate me with them. Selt-fut- 6 
ficiency, giddineſs, debauchery, eternal t 
prating, and empty noiſe, were qualifi- f 


cations that I knew ſo well how to copy 
from the great originals ſet before me, 
that I ſoon worked myſelf into the 
eſteem and confidence of theſe gentle. 
men, inſomuch that there was not an 
entertainment or a debauch in which ! 
was not made of the party, and con. 
ſidered as the life of the whole; but the 
eateſt part of my patrons dropping of 
galy, hes in. 2 or — 
J ſoon found that inſtead of gaining any 
thing by them, I was every day growing 
poorer and poorer. _ A OY 
I Jaw no appearance of extricating 
myſelf from this miſerable ſituation, 
when chance threw in my way D. Gul- 
man d*Oricalco, one of my country- 
men: we were both of us not a little 
ſurprized at ſuch an unexpected meeting, 
after having been above twelve years 
without ſeeing each other; we embraced 
* very ardently, when D. Guſman, by 
way of renewing our acquaintance, took 
5 ne 


187 
me home to dinner with him: never 
did any thing happen more fortunately 
for me, I not having eat a morſel for 
two days; when we were at table D. 
Guſman aſked me a thouſand queſtions, 


to which I anſwered only by monofyl- 
lables, being wholly intent upon ſatisfy- 


ing the cravings of my appetite. After 
this neceſſary piece of employment was 
over, I found myſelf more at leiſure to 


give and inquire- after news, and began 


by aſking after my wife and children. 
Your children, ſaid he, are all three of 


them dead, and your dear wife thinking 
you ſo too, has married again, and has 


three more children, The match has 
been a very advantageous one to. her, 
the man who. married her being ex- 
tremely rich, therefore I would adviſe 
you, continued he, to return home 
again, where in all probability you will 
find the means of gaining a much bet- 
ter ſituation than that in Which I at pre- 
ſent ſee you. 

My friend Guſman would hardly have 
made me ſuch a propoſal, had he 
known the reaſons that obliged me to 


_ the kingdom of Caſtile. But I 


oon informed him of them, not con- 
cealing the leaſt circumſtance of my _ 
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fince my leaving my family. Upon my 


foul, my dear Cenomanes, ſaid he, 
thy adventures would make an excellent 


romance; there is nothing wanting to 
make it complete, but putting in exe. 


cution a project that is juſt come into 
my head, which I am perſuaded will 


not appear deſpicable to you: have you 


_ Preſerved that fine voice you had when 


I ſaw you laſt? Upon this I began to 
ſing by way of anſwer to his queſtion, in 


which J acquitted myſelf intirely to his 
ſatisfaction. Good God | cried he, is it 


poſſible that with ſuch a talent you 
ſhould be reduced to the ſituation I now 


behold you in? How long ago would! 
have extricated you from it, had I but 
been happy enough to have met with 


you: however it 1s not yet too late, and 


if you will engage in my company, de- 
pend upon it you ſhall have no reaſon to 


repent. This ſpeech and the richneſs of 


his dreſs made me imagine that he was 
in the army, and wanted to inliſt me for 


the ſervice; 1 intimated as much to 


him, he laughed very heartily at my 


miſtake, and after telling me that he 


was manager to the country opera, the 


performers of which were juſt arrived in 
ET: | | © towhh 
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entering into the company. 


Any means of living are acceptable 


when one is deſtitute of all others: this 


was exactly my caſe; ſo that I made no 
heſitation to accept. his offer, and was 
accordingly inrolled - in the company. 


From a capuchin you now ſee me become 
comedian. A few good leſſons in the 
theory of muſic ſoon put me in a ca- 


pacity of playing ſome of the under- 
parts, from whence ! uickly ſucceeded 


to the principal ones. The excellence of 
my voice, and my pleaſing manner of 


declamation, in which I retained nothing 


of the monkiſh - whine, ſoon acquired 


me as many admirers as hearers. In 


ſhort, I wagvery wellpleaſed with my new 


profeſſion, in which I ſhould probably 
have continued the remainder of my 
days, had not our manager thought 


proper one fine morning to decamp with 


our ſtrong box. This untoward accident 


having made it impoſſible for the com- 
pany to ſupport themſelves any longer, we 
were obliged to ſeparate, and every one 
take his chance. As for me I reſolved 


for Liſbon, where I am in hopes that 


the royal err of muſic will do me 
the juſtice and 
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town, he repeated his propoſal of | my 


avour to receive me 


amongſt 
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amongſt them. Tou, Sir, are without 
D acquainted | with ſome of thoſe 
_ gentlemen, and it may be greatly in 
your 2 to aſſiſt me if you would 
intereſt yourſelf in my behalf. 


I did not know which to admire moſt 


in Cenomanes; the oddity of his ad- 
venture, or the imprudence of his con- 
duct. Is it poſſible, thought I to my- 
ſelf while he was ſpeaking, "that a man 
who does not appear to be a fool, 
ſhould be ſo unwile asto truſt a ſtranger 
with ſuch a ſecret as would put it in his 
power to hang him the next hour? But 
heaven knows ſuch a thought was far 
from my mind; on the contrary I found 
myſelf inclinable to do him all the ſer- 
vice. in my power; but I could-by no 
means comply with his laſt demand : 1 
. _ repreſented to him how unworthy the 
- profeſſion he had lately embraced was to 

one of his character or function. Indeed, 
replied I, if you was to deſire me to get 


you admitted into the patriarch's band, 


I might poſſibly uſe my intereſt for you, 


as being an employ more befitting you. 
The mouth of a prieſt ſhould be de- 
dicated wholly. to the praiſes of God; 
whereas you would continue to Prophane 

your's 7 ſinging. thoſe of the devil: 


4 would © 


— 
jwould have continued, but that I found 
my fellow- traveller was by no means 
pleaſed with this piece of morality; ſo 
true is it that devotion frequently meets 
with the greateſt enemies in thoſe who 
have, for their whole lives, been em 
ployed in preaching it to others. 
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Sequel of the ſtory of Don Ce- 
nomanes. Ranucio has another 
encounter. 57881 


ENOMANEES finding that I did 
not enter ſo warmly into his in- 
tereſts as he had flattered himſelf 1 
ſhould, began to be heartily vexed that 
he intruſted me with the knowledge of 
his adventures, and earneſtly begged of 
me that J would not ſpeak of them to 
any one, eſpecially at Liſbon, where the 
inquiſition would aſſuredly lay hold of 
him if ever they came to their ears. 1 
gave him my promiſe of ſecrecy, and 
this made us pretty good friends during 
the reſt of the journey, which by this 
time grew very near to a concluſion, for 
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we were already within ſight of Silveyra, 
where I had reſolved to drop my com- 
panion ; but a freſh encounter ſaved me 
the trouble of taking my leave of him, 
Me were now within leſs than a mile 
of the town, when we found our. 
ſelves on a ſudden accoſted in the 
road by a large body of ſbirri, who 
were conveying one they had in 
_ cuſtody to — their great num- 
ber prevented me at firſt from 
ſeeing what ſort of a perſon it was. As 
for Cenomanes, he was ſtruck with a 
violent panic at the firſt fight of ſuch a 
numerous body of ſoldiers, and think- 
ing no leis than that they were come in 
purſuit of him, he ſet ſpurs to his horſe 
and rode away as if they had been all at 
his heels. As the part of the road 
where I then. happened to be was very 
narrow, I was obliged to wait till the whole 


troop went by me. By their number I 


_ imagined no leſs than that they were 
guarding a large gang of robbers that 
had for ſome time paſt . infeſted the 


country, and after which a diligent 


ſearch had been long made to no pur- 


poſe; but what was my ſurprize, when - 


in the room of thoſe wretches I thought 


to behold, Iſaw only a poor nun mounted 
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on à wretched mule, and ſurrounded by 
this numerous troop ; her veil being 
drawn preyented me from ſeeing her 
face; but the poſture ſhe was in, and the 
ſighs that continually came from her, 
made me conceive that ſhe muſt be in 
great diſtreſs, 5 8 
While I was making ſome reflections 
on a ſight that had ſo moved my com- 
paſſion, I diſcerned in the midſt of the 
ſoldiery a man whom I knew to be one 
Vulpez de Tapino, a commiſſary of the 


holy office, and one who would have 


been an honeſt man enough, but for his 
immoderate love of gain, which put him 
upon ſacrificing every thing to the view 
of making his fortune, not reſpecting 
honeſty itſelf. As I had ſeen him once 
before at a perſon's houſe of my ac- 
quaintance, it was enough to determine 
me to accoſt him, and inquire of him 
whither he was bound? I am going to 
Silveyra, Signor, replied he, and if I 
am not miſtaken you are going thither 
too by the road I met youin; if fol 
ſhould be glad of the favour of your 
company. I was already too much in- 
| tereſted in the fate of his unhappy 
Priſoner, to let ſlip ſo fine an opportunity 
of informing myſelf concerning her, 
„„ Ro However 
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However I could get nothing more out 
of the commiſſary during the time we 
rode together, than that it was a wicked 
huſſy of a nun, whom he had orders to 
carry to a certain convent in Liſbon till 
the inquiſition could call her to her 
trial. CV 
When we got to Silveyra, after having 
reſted ourſelves awhile, I begged the 
favour of him to let me have a ſight of 
his priſoner, which he very complaiſantly 
granted me, not thinking a viſit of this 
nature would be attenged with any con- 


ſequences, and conducted me into the 
room where ſhe was. 1 At my entrance 
I found the poor creature ſo overcome 
with the fatigue and ill uſage ſhe had 
undergone, that ſhe had not ſtrength 
enough left to riſe and return my ſalute; 
but what ſurprized me moſt was, that 
ſhe made no manner of anſwer to the 
compliment of condolance I made her 
on her ſituation. I attributed this at 
firſt to the great dejection of her ſpirits, 
and continued to addreſs her in Portu- 
gueſe, to which ſhe made no other an- 
{wer than by uttering a few words in 
Italian, which gave me to underſtand 
that ſhe was a ſtranger to our language; 
upon which, as I was perfectly Net 


of her's, I repeated in Italian what 1 
had before ſaid to her in Portugueſe. 
She ſeemed deeply ſenſible of my ex- 
preſſions of concern, and replied to them 
in a manner that affected me not a little. 


I made her offers of ſervice, and begged 


her to let me know in what I could be 
uſeful to her. Alas! Sir, replied ſhe, 
with a deep ſigh, why ſhould you intereſt _ 


yourſelf in my misfortunes, or of what 


aſſiſtance can you be to a wretched 
maiden, who has languiſhed out ſeven 
long years inthe moſt dreadful captivity, 
from which ſhe has been lately releaſed, 
only in order to ſuffer, if poſſible, more 
cruel torments? Leave me to endure my 
fate alone, Sir, nor by a too raſh act of 
generoſity and humanity, incur the dan- 
ger of ſharing the ſame miſeries; you 
know. not in whole hands I am, and 
that it is looked upon as an unpardon- 
able crime, even to intercede for the 


_ unhappy wretches that are dragging to 
their tribunal. I am perfectly well ac- 


quainted, Madam, anſwered I, with all 
their acts of injuſtice and oppreſſion'; but 
you are not as yet before them, and Pro- 


vidence may poſſibly raiſe means for 


delivering you from your perſecutors ; 
let me only requeſt of you to inform me 
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of the nature of your misfortunes, and 
I will not leave any poſſible means un- 
tried for reſcuing you from the de- 
plorable ſituation in which I now behold 
you. If nothing more is required to- 
wards that, Sir, ſaid ſhe, than to ac- 
quaint you with the hiſtory of my life, 
it will be an eaſy matter for me to give 
you that ſatisfaction; but prepare your- 
ſelf to hear things which will ſtrike you 
with the greater horror, as they were 
acted againſt me by people who, of all 
others, you would think the leaſt ca- 
pable of ſuch villainy and barbarity. 


1 
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L The ftory of Angelica, and the hor- 


rid perſecutions ſhe underwent. 


„ AM by birth, an Italian, as you 

77 I may perceive by my tongue; 
with which, Sir, you ſeem well ac- 

quainted: I was born at Bologna, of 

parents who were of no ſmall diſtinction 


in the ſtate, and my name is Angelica | 


Virtuoſi: tho' my birth entitled me to 
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hold a conſiderable rank in life, which 
indeed was the wiſh of my parents, yet 
the inclination I found in myſelf to a 
life of religious retirement, outweighed 
all other conſiderations, and at the age 
of twenty years, I received the veil from 
the hands of our archbiſhop. Fatal 
ra! from which I may date all the 
misfortunes of my life. What, Madam, 
ſaid I, interrupting her with ſome warmth, 
do you then repent of having embraced 
that happy ſtate ? God forbid, Sir, re- 
plied, the fair Angelica; on the contrary, 
my only comfort amidſt the evils I have 
endured, is, that I have not merited 
them by any infidelity, either in thought 
or deed, to the heavenly ſpouſe to 
'Wwnom I gave my heart and all its fa- 
culties, at the foot of his holy altar: 
but could it ever have been ſuppoſed 
that the very perſon who received that 
| ſacred oath from me, ſhould be the firſt 
do urge me to a violation of it? and yet 
ſo it happened. Forgive me, Sir, if in 
what I am about to ſay, I ſhould ſome- 
times appear wanting in that reſpect and 
veneration I owe our holy church, by 
| revealing the ſcandalous behaviour of 
her miniſters, but beſides thatſheis in no 
caſe anſwerable for the faul:s of her 
T X 3 children; 
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children; it is a teſtimony I owe to 
truth and my own innocence : yes, Sir, 
the very man who received my vows, 
was the firſt who ſought to make me 
break them, as I ſhall now proceed to 
relate to you. 

As nature had given me ſome little 
ſhare of beauty, the prelate was fo 
itruck with it during his performing the 
ceremony of my admiſſion, that he in- 
ſtantly conceived a violent paſſion for 
me, which he was not long without de- 
claring, for the very next day, under 
pretence of making me a ſpiritual viſit, 
he entertained me all the time with the 
thameleſs avowal of his love; imagine, 

hat mutt have been my aſtoniſh- 
ment at hearing ſuch language from 
the mouth of an archbiſhop z I was 
{truck with ſuch horror at it, that J 
inſtantly flew from his preſence to 
avoid treating him in a manner un- 
becomingthe reſpect due to thefacredcha- 
racter he bore. However, the abruptneſs 
of my behaviour did not prevent him 
from renewing his viſit a few days after- 
wards. I at Hirſt refuſed to come into 
Bis company, but he prevailed with the 
ſuperior to join her intreaties, finding his 
own ineffectual; and was at length 
1 5 WB prevailed. 
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prevailed upon, in the perſuaſion that 
he. would not be indiſcreet enough to 
diſcover. his wicked paſſion before a 
third perſon ; but alas, how was I mi 
taken in him! I no ſooner made my 
appearance than his laſcivious eyes, 
which were eternally fixed on mine, as 
if he could never ſatisfy himſelf enough 
with looking at me, proved but too 
plainly that my refuſal had only ſerved 
to inflame his wicked deſires inſtead of 
damping them. In ſhort, he deſired 
the ſuperior in my hearing, to procure 
him more frequent opportunities of 
ſeeing and converſing with me, with 
which ſhe readily complied, command- 
ing me always to give my attendance 
whenever his grace ſhould think fit. to 
ſend for me, and this in his preſence. 
I had my reaſons for not giving her an 
abſolute refuſal at that time; but upon the 
next viſit the archbiſhop made to me, I 
would by no means go near him. He 
{till continued his viſits and meſſages, 
and I as conſtantly avoided his com- 


pany; at length, tired out with my ob- 


ſtinate refuſal, he fell upon a method 
only worthy of an incenſed churchman, 
which was to accuſe me of a pretended 
new kind of þereſy; and ſending for 
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my ſuperior, charged her to have 2 
ſtrict eye upon me, that I ſhould not in. 
fect the reſt of the ſociety with my anti- 
chriſtian principles, and to that pur. 
poſe deſired her to confine me cloſely to 
my cell for ſome time; after which, if 
they did not perceive a change, other 
meaſures ſhould be taken, 7 

Credulity has been always a prin- 
cipal fault in our ſex, and although the 
ſuperior had never perceived any thing, 
either in my behaviour or diſcourſe, that 
could give her the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect 
me guilty of what was laid to my 
charge, yet the blind deference ſhe 
paid to the prelate made her readily 
 comblly with his ordefs, and I was com- 

mitted cloſe priſoner to my cell for a 
fortnight, at the end of which time the 
fuperior again laid her injunctions 
on me to allow of the prelate's viſits; 
but as I ſtill continued obſtinate in my 
refuſal, I was ordered to be ſhut up in 
the priſon belonging to the monaſtery, 
andi to receive the diſcipline twice a day. 
This treatment I ſuffeted patiently. for 
| ſome time, but finding that my ſuffer- 
ings were not likely to have any mitiga- 
tion, I ventured to aſk the ſuperior one 
day what I had been guilty of 1 de- 

1 ſerve 


* 
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ſerve this treatment? Ah, you know. 


but too well, idle and perverſe girl as 
you are, cried ſhe z and if you was not 
completely hardened in wickedneſs you 
would have ſubmitted, and would own 


your fault long before this. You ima- 


cined, I ſuppoſe, to have drawn away 


the reſt of the ſociety; and for what 


know you might have ſucceeded in your 


wicked deſign, had not his grace had 


the goodneſs to give me notice of it, 
and What, Madam, ſaid I, is it 
by the archbiſhop's orders that I ſuffer 
this treatment? Yes, indeed, is it, re- 
plied ſhe 3 and you are much indebted 


to him for his goodneſs that he did not 


immediately give you up to the holy in- 


quiſition to be burnt alive, as you de- 


ſerve. I have great obligations to him 


truly, ſaid I; but pray, Madam, be ſo 


good to inform his grace from me, that 


if he continues to torment me in this 
manner, I may poſſibly acquaint the 


inquiſition with ſome circumſtances 


which may draw the ſame puniſnment : 


upon him with which he is pleaſed to 
threaten me. e 


My anſwer was ſoon carried to the 


_ archbiſhop, who ſeeing me thus ob- 
ſtinately bent againſt him, in an inſtant 
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found his love converted into fury, and 
vowed to prevent his own. ruin by 
bringing about mine; and to ſucceed 
the better in this deſign, he ſent to Rome 
for a permiſſion to remove me into ano- 
ther houſe of our order at Badajox. 

The biſhop of that place, who had 
been pitched upon by him of Bologna 
to be the miniſter of his vengeance, 
was one of thoſe ignorant people, who 
from a fond and miſtaken zeal are ever 
ready to commit the moſt crying in- 
juſtice. As ſoon. as I arrived in his terri- 
tories he was for ſending me directly to 
the inquiſition, but after a little reflection 
thought it would be beſt to write to his 


© brother of Bologna, to know his will 


upon the ſubject : the archbiſhop fear- 
Ing that if I was brought before the in- 


8 quiſition, I might reveal ſome things 


which he would rather have kept ſe- 
cret, wrote back to him deſiring him by 
no means to think of ſending me thither, 
but that he was at full liberty to make 
me ſuffer in the convent the uſual pu- 
niſhments inflicted on criminals like my- 
ſelf by that tribunal. His. orders were 
ſtrictly obeyed, and I was thrown into 
the priſon of the monaſtery, where I lay 
for ſix months; at the end of which 
48 : r | time, £ 
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time I was taken out to appear before 
the biſhop, who aſked me, if I was a 
little come to myſelf, and would reſolve 
to abjure my heretical opinions? You 
may eaſily imagine how much I was 
aſtoniſhed at ſuch a queſtion. I replied, 
that I had never entertained a thought 
contradictory to the eſtabliſhed tenets of 
our holy church ; his lordſhip did not 
deign to make me any anſwer to this, 
but ordered me back again to my dun- 
geon for ſix months more, with an or- 
der to retrench a certain part of my 
food every week, as the only means to 
cure me ſpeedily and effectually of my 
obſtinacy ; for it is not juſt, added he, 
that a bad ſheep ſhould be as well fed 
as the reſt of the flock that are ſound. 
His orders were ſo punctually com- 
plied with, that before the term of my 
impriſonment was expired, my allow- 
ance was not nearly ſufficient to nou- 
riſh me. When I was again brought 
into the biſhop's preſence, - who thought 
that by this time I ſhould be ſufficiently 
humbled, he read me a long ſermon 
upon the miſerable conſequences of per- 
*- liſting in herefies, and made the ap- 
_ plication to me. If it is being guilty of 
ghaereſies, my lord, replied I, for a 
„ _- _ maiden 
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maiden of Chriſt's holy church to re- 
- tuſe complying with the criminal com- 


mands and deſires of her biſhop, 1 
own myſelf guilty, but for any other 


hereſy Ah! ah! cried the prelate, 
interrupting me, I find you have all the 
exact marks of a real heretic; firſt, a 
contempt for the prieſthood; ſecondly, 
wicked and falſe accuſations in order to 
revile them; thirdly and laſtly, an ob- 
ſtinate perſeverance in theſe fliſhoods 


now after ſo many convincing proots of 
hereſy, do you think it is poſſible for me 


to acquit you ? No, no, you ſtand con- 
feſſed an heretic, and as ſuch I condemn 


you to four years impriſonment, with 


bread and water only for your ſuſtenance, 
and toreceive the diſcipline thrice every 
5 bn ſhort, Sir, I ſhall not take up 
your time by enumerating the variety of 
. ſufferings I underwent for near ſix years, 
which were more than ſufficient to have 
put an end to the life of the ſtrongeſt 
man, had it not pleaſed God for his own 


wiſe ends to enable me to bear up 


againſt them in ſuch a manner that my 
perſecutors were almoſt grown weary of 
tormenting me, when a new and unex- 


pected one aroſe. Don Lorenzo de 


Torrez, 
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Torrez, the grand inquiſitor of Portu- 
gal, having been at Rome, on ſome 
buſineſs relating to his tribunal, in his 
way home paſſed thro* Badajox, where 
he was received with extraordinary fa- 
vours by the . who prevailed 
with him to make a ſtay of a few days 
with him, during which they had fre- 
quent converſations together on the 
pretended hereſies of the times, in 
which they took no ſmall pleaſure to re- 
count the number of perſons they had 
perſecuted for God's ſake. The good 
biſhop reckoned up five hundred that 
he had impriſoned for his ſhare ; but the 
inquiſitor proved that he had ſent above 
a thouſand to the ſtake, tho' he had 
been not above ten years in his office. 
Theſe glorious exploits drew him many 
compliments from the biſhop, who. 
greatly extolled his piety and religious 
zeal, and took occaſion to make men- 
tion of my affair to him. What, ſaid 
the inquiſitor, with an air of ſurprize, 
have you had her ſo long time under 
hand, and have not been able to reduce 
her to reaſon yet? God's grace! if I had 
had the management of ſuch an affair, 
: I would not have given her above as 
x 2 many days to make her abjuration in, 
Er CIR 8 
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or elſe——to the ſtake. The biſhop, 
who was grown heartily weary of per- 
ſecuting me himſelf, aſked the inquiſitor 
if he would take charge of my con- 
verſion, which he readily agreed to; 
but as he could exerciſe no juriſdiction 
in Spain, it was reſolved between them 
that I ſhould be removed into Portugal; 
and it was in conſequence of this re- 
ſolution that I was put into the hands of 
the ſoldiers with whom you met me, 
and who have made me ſuffer during the 
whole journey all forts of ill treatment, 
yet doubtleſs nothing in compariſon 
of what are further reſerved for me; 
but I truſt that the Almighty will afford 
me a ſufficient portion of his grace to 
ſupport them with fortitude, and to lay 
down my life ſooner than fail in the 
fidelity I have vowed to him.? 
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CHAP. M 


Concluſion of An gelica's ſtory. The 
manner in which ſhe is delivered 
by Ranucio. "+ 


NGELICA had juſt finiſhed the 

1 ſtory of her misfortunes, when 
Don Vulpez came into the room where we 
were; he was ſurpriſed at my ſtaying ſo 
long with a perſon whom he thought I 
could not have any concern for; but in 
this he was greatly miſtaken; for no one 
ever felt a more ſincere compaſſion for 
another than I did for this unfortunate 
maiden. Her misfortunes had touched 
my heart, and I ardently wiſhed to be 
the inſtrument of delivering.her out of 
the hands of her perſecutors. While I 
was deliberating on the means, hea- 
ven inſpired me with an expedient 
that had frequently ſucceeded in caſes 
nearly reſembling this, and I im- 
mediately reſolved to put it into ex- 
ecution, after having deſired Angelica 
to take courage. I deſired Don Vul- 
pez to permit us to ſup all three together; 
wy 0 which, 
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which, after ſome little intreaties, he 
granted. I then ſlipped out to give 
ſome orders to my man, put a dozen 
ducats into the landlord's hands to re- 
gale the ſoldiers, and returned back to 
table with the commiſſary and his lovely 
captive. Ambroſe waited upon us, to 
whoſe care I recommended Don Vulpez, 
whom I found to be naturally fond of 
apa: 25: 3 

The vices of men are ſometimes of 
uſe, and are made the means by God of 
anſwering many wiſe and religious pur- 
poſes, as happened in this caſe. The 
healths went round briſkly, and among 
the reſt Don Vulpez drank to his father's; 
at which Angelica cried out on a ſud- 
den, what do I hear? Can it be that 
either of you gentlemen are-acquainted 
with Don Pedro de Aletes? The com- 
miſſary, who underſtood as little of 
Italian as the - greateſt part of our 
prieſts do of Latin, could make nothing 
of this exclamation, but I was charmed 
with it; and anſwered, Yes, Madam, 
I know Don Pedro deAletes, and know 
him as a ſon ought to know a father; and 
if I an——Ah! Signor, cried ſhe, I am 
no longer ſurpriſed: at your intereſting . 
yourſelt ſo warmly in my misfortunes ; 
cob | it 
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it is nature ſpeaks in you, and heaven 
has ſent me a near relation to be my 
comforter : yes, Sir, in me you behold 
the unhappy daughter of Leonora 
de Aletes, your aunt; how happy am J 
to have met with a perſon who ſo truly 
inherits the virtues of his fatnily ! but 
alas, in what a deplorable ſituation do 
you find me, who am your relation! 
but let us take courage; God, who never 
abandons thoſe who are his, has doubt- 
leſs permitted you to meet with me, that 
by your means I might be delivered 
from my enemies; methinks I feel an 
_ enlivening hope that tells me I ſhall yet 
ſee their malice diſappointed. _ 

I The preſence of the commiſſary pre- 
_ vented my giving a looſe to my tranſ- 
ports of joy at finding ſo virtuous a re- 
ation. Ambroſe, who knew that Iwanted 
nothing ſo much as to be rid of Don 
Vulpez, plied him cloſe with bumpers, 
but the old ſinner had been ſo enured 
to the toils of wine, that they had not 
the leaſt effect upon him; at length we 
| were forced to have recourſe to ſome 
ſleepy drugs, which effectually did the 
buſineſs, and laid him faſt. I embraced 
the lucky moment to put my project in 
execution, and turning to Angelica, ar 

Pt PS : deare 


Y 


[20 1 


deareſt couſin, faid I, I have a number 
of things to ſay to you, but time is pre- 
cious, and your ſituation too urgent to 
permit us a long converſation : you ſee 
your Argus is lulled aſleep, the guards 
are employed elſewhere, here is a faith. 
ful fellow on whom I can depend, he 
will conduct you in my name to my 
relations ; every thing now appears fa- 
vourable for us, come in then with me, 
and ſupply yourſelf out of this cloſet, 
with what will effectually baffle the vi- 
gilance of your keepers. 
Angelica, who did not want for pe- 
netration, preſently perceived that ſhe 
Was to put on a diſguiſe, to which her 
nice conſcientiouſneſs at firſt made ſome 
objections, which however I ſoon over- 
ruled by repreſenting to her her preſſing 
_ ſituation, with other arguments which 
naturally. occured on this occaſion ; ac- 
cordingly we made an exchange of 
habits, and while ſhe was retired into 
the cloſet to put on her new dreſs, I ſat 
_ down to write a line to Don Poketos, my 
quondam tutor, recommending Angelica 
ſtrongly to his protection; nor could I 
have made choice of a fitter perſon: 
the perſecutions he himſelf had under- 


gone, during along and Painful 1 80 | 
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had given him a ſympathy for all thoſe 
who ſuffered from the effects of bigotry 
and a blind zeal. 1 
I had but juſt finiſhed my letter when 
Angelica returned into the room. My 
cloaths had ſo completely diſguiſed her, 
that had I not been acquainted with the 
ſcheme, I ſhould never have recollected 
her; her's had the ſame effect on me, 
for the natural freſhneſs of my com- 
plexion, and the almoſt total want of a 
- beard, concurred to favour the deceit. 
I gave her the letter I had written, and 
after exhorting her to make uſe of all 
her reſolution, T embraced her, and 
committed her to the care of the faithful 
Ambroſe, and looking out -of the win- 
dow, had the ſatisfaction to fee them 
paſs unmoleſted thro? the guard, and 
ride clear off. Seeing them thus hap- 
pily out of danger, I began now to 
think of extricating myſelf ; and ac- 
cordingly went into the cloſet in order to 
take a ſuit of cloaths out of my port- 
manteau, but ill fortune would have it 

that at that very inſtant Don Vulpez 

wakened from his trance, Surpriſed at 
not ſeeing me in the room (tho? I ſtood 
before his eyes) he called for me ſeveral 
times, but I took ſpecial care not to 
0 open 


1 
open my lips. One of the guards run. 
ing in upon hearing. his voice, told 
him that I was gone away. Is he ſo, 
cried Don Vulpez, he muſt certain]; 
then have had ſome very urgent bulineſs, 
or he would never have gone away thus 
abruptly, without taking his leave of 
me. However I'll go to bed; here, 
look to your priſoner, and hold your- 
ſelves in readineſs to ſet out early in the 
morning, So ſaying he withdrew, and 


the guards double locked me into the m 
room, leaving me to my private me- W. 
ditations. 1 | de 

This unlucky accident quite diſcon- Ii fr 
certed my ſchemes, and I began to per- d 
ceive all the danger I was expoſed to, h. 
nevertheleſs I found no inclination in al 


myſelf to repent of what I had done for He 


Angelica's deliverance; and without 0! 


fans way to uſeleſs regret, or me- 
| lancholy reflections, I reſolved to put 
my whole truſt in God, whom I was 

perſuaded would not permit me to ſuffer 
tor ſo good a cauſe, In this happy diſ- 
Poſition - J retired to reſt, and the next 
morning when my guards came to call 
me, got on horſeback, and about nine 
o'clock arrived in the. midit of my 
eſcort about a mile diſtant from Liſbon-? 
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Ex AP. vv 


Ranucio is confined in a nunnery by 
the orders of the inquiſitor. His 
treatment there. The lives and 
manners of the Portugueſe nuns. 


E were now, as I ſaid in the fore- 
W going chapter, within a ſhort 
mile of Liſbon, and I imagined we 
were to enter that city in the ſame or- 
der that we had obſerved in our journey 
from Silveyra; but the commiſſary or- 
dered us to halt for a few minutes till he 
had ſent for a litter, into which Iwas put; 
and then diſmiſſing all the ſoldiers, ex- 
1 twelve, which he kept by way 
of retinue, we proceeded for Liſbon, 
where we ſoon arrived; and I was im- 
mediately conducted to the convent, 
which was to be the place of my con- 
finement; and Don Vulpez, after 
having ſhewn the grand inquiſitor's or- 
ders, delivered me up in form to the 
charge of the lady abbeſs, and then, ac- 
cording to the old proverb, the wolf was 
ſhut up in che ſheeptold. 
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As ſoon as D. Vulpez was gone, the 
firſt thing the abbeſs did was to read to 
me the dreadrul orders which had been 
zuſt delivered to her ; by which I was to 
be confined in the priſon of the con- 
vent, without any other ſuſtenance than 
bread and water, and with two diſci— 
plines before each meal. I gave myſelf 
over for loſt when J heard the laſt ar. 
ticle, for reaſons that may eaſily be con- 
ceived. I inſtantly threw myſelf at the 
abbeſs' feet, which I bathed with my 
tears, and ſpeaking in as effeminate 
a tone as I could aſſume, and which! 
kept up during my whole ſtay in the 
convent, I begged her by all that was 
ſoft and tender to omit the diſciplines. 
Happily for me the perſon I had to 
deal with was not above five-and-twenty 
years of age, and was not one of thoſe 
i nperious women who delight in 
making every one under them feel the 
whole weight of their authority by 
rigorouſly ſtraining their orders : ſhe, 
good lady, on the contrary,. compal- 
ſionated my ſufferings, and promiſed to 
render my ſituation more comfortable 
than it had yet been, provided I would 
be tractable and obedient to herſelf and 


the grand inquiſitor. In the circum- 
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ſtances I was then under, I, ſhould rea- 


dily have promiſed impoſlibilities them- 


ſelves to get clear of the dilemma I had 


brought myſelf into; accordingly I. 


feigned ſo much penitence, and repre- 
ſented my reſolution of being ſubject in 
all things to her will and directions, and 


this in ſo pathetic a manner, that I ſoon 


perceived ſhe was greatly affected, 


which I did not ſo much attribute to 


the power of my own eloquence, as to 
the effects of a certain warm ſympathy 


which I thought I had inſpired her with, 


and I was more confirmed in this wien, 


railing my eyes up to her's, I found ſhe 


was bathed in tears: how extraordinary 


2 thing was this, that nature ſhould 


work ſo powerfully in my favour with 
her, notwithſtanding my diſguiſe. In 
a word, ſhe raiſed me from the ground, 


and embracing me tenderly, promifed 
me her protection. I can never believe, 


ſaid ſhe, that a perſon ſuch as you ap- 


pear to me can poſſibly have been guilty 


of what is laid to your charge; I rather 

look upon you to be greatly injured, and 

therefore ſhall, do every thing in my 
wer to ſoften your confinement. - 


enceforward you ſhall have no other 


priſon than my apartment, no other 


jailor 


Oo: os 1 
jailor than myſelf; as to the inquiſitor, 
be under no apprehenſion about him, 
his long abſence has brought about 
many affairs upon his hands, which he 
muſt finiſh before he can have leiſure 
to think of you ; and for our nuns here, 
I ſhall effectually provide againſt any 
little tittle-tattle of theirs, by making 
you paſs for my ſiſter, which will rea- 
dily account for the intimate connection 
between us. | | 

So many and ſuch undeſerved in- 
ſtances of kindneſs tranſported me in 
an inſtant from the deepeſt melancholy 
to an exceſs of joy, which was indeed 
ſo great, that it hurried me away from 
myſelf, and I was on the point of 
throwing my arms round the abbeſs' 
neck, to give her the warmeſt teſtimo- 
nies. of my gratitude, but recollecting 
myſelf inſtantly, I was contented with 
taking her hand, which I kiſſed a thou- 
ſand and a thouſand times. | 
I was now introduced to the ſociety, 

as the abbeſsꝰ ſiſter, in conſequence of 
which I had to receive and return the 
compliments of the whole ſiſterhood, 
and acquitted myſelf extremely well in 
my new character; but what a rep, 
tation was it for a young fellow to lee 
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ſuch a number of beautiful creatures 
aſking leave to ſalute him! however I 
had a ſufficient bridle to keep me with- 
in due bounds, which was the fear of 
being diſcovered. _ . 
I be agreeable life I led, and the 
company of the young abbeſs, afforded 
me the higheſt pleaſure ; ſhe had wit 
and beauty, joined to a very agreeable 
converſation, and beſides all this, 1 
could plainly perceive that I had (per- 
haps unknown to herſelf) made a deep 
impreſſion on her heart. But as ſhe 
was much oftener at the grate than in 
her own apartment, I neceſſarily found 
ſome part of my time lie heavy upon 
my hands for want of employment ; 
this being obſerved by one of the ab- 
beſs' companions, ſhe very obligingly 
undertook to ſupply me with the means 
of employing my idle moments, and 
brought me a work-baſket full of all 
the neceflary implements and utenſils 
for knitting, ſowing, knotting, &c. IT 
could not help ſmiling when theſe little 
knick-knacks were brought to me of 
which I could not poſſibly make any 
uſe, and excuſed myſelf as well as I 
could on the ſhort time I had to ſtay 
Vor. II. L among 
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among them, and the little inclination 
J had to my needle. 7 | 
This anſwer made them imagine that 
I had a diſlike to their convent; and in- 
_ deed the continual apprehenſion I was 
under of being ſent for by the inquiſitor, 
and the impoſſibility I law of making 
my eſcape, while I was never ſuffered 
to be out of the ſight of the abbeſs, or 
one of her companions, had given me 
an air of thoughtfulneſs which it was 
impoſſible to diſguiſe. In order to be 
a little more at liberty, I took the op- 
portunity one day to aſk the. abbets' 
ermiſſion to pay a viſit to the nuns of 
| 8 community. I will grant you this 
with all my heart, replied the abbeſs, 
provided you will give me your promiſe 
to make a prudent uſe of this in- 
dulgence, and always return to me 
again; not that I ſhall be jealous of any 
| little friendſhips you may make amongſt 
them, but all my nuns have not a heart 
Þ tender and fincere as mine; if you 
ſhould open yourſelf to them, depend 
upon it they will conſpire your ruin, 
was it only to give me vexation for it 
is a rule with them to do every thing in 
their power to diſoblige me, accordingly 
| 1 IIe 
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in return I am not wanting on every oc- 
caſion to ſerve them in their on coin. 

I foon found that the abbeſs had told 

me no more than the truth; for I had 
hardly made my appearance amongit 
them, than they all began to murmur at 
her, for having, as they called it, mo- 
nopolized my perſon to herſelf ; every 
one gave it her own particular turn, 
and all in general concurred, to look 
upon it as a great ſlight offered to the 
community, and which ought to be 
properly reſented, The ſtorm was at 
firſt likely to fall upon me, but I ſoon 
found that I had a ſuperior party in my 
favour, accordingly I thought I had no- 
thing to do, but uſe my endeavours to 
make them once more friends with their 

abbeſs; for which I imagined ſhe would 
not be much diſpleaſed with me. 

With this charitable view I made it 
my buſineſs to pay them each a ſeparate 
viſit, and was particularly obſervant to 
thoſe whom I found to be the moſt in- 
veterate againſt her, which were by far 
the greateſt number. When I came to 
inform myſelf of the reaſons that oc- 
caſioned this diſcontent and murmuring, 
J found, to the great ſcandal of re- 
ligion, that their chief cauſe of com- 

ah E plaint 
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= . POR againſt. her, was for having put à 
ſtop to certain gallantries which had 
| paſſed in her convent, and had already 
iven it but a very indifferent character 
in the world. The nuns, in their own 
juſtification, alledged that they did no 
more than what their abbeſs herſelf ſet 
them the example of every day of 
: her life. Had they known me for the 
perſon I really was, they would have 
3 talked in a very different manner; they 
moreover complained, that by being 
their ſuperior, ſhe thought ſhe had a 
* Tight to make them do as ſhe pleaſed, 
and to be ſubject herſelf to no reftraint. 
Indeed this was very nearly the good 
abbeſs* ſentiments, and as ſhe in ge- 
neral acted pretty well up to them, this 
had given occaſion to all the animoſi- 
* ties and heart-burnings that were in her 
3 convent. | 
She had this conſideration however to 
3 comfort her, that they hated one ano- 
ther as heartily as they could poſlibly do 
her. This mutual diſlike frequently 
gave riſe to private enmities, which 
were carried to the greateſt lengths: 
ſometimes, as the mind of woman is. | 
naturally variable, one or other of them | 
would make their peace with the W „ 
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and then that was ſufficient to ſet all the 


reſt againſt them; another grand ſource 


of diſcontent was. the yiolent itch for 


gallantry which ſtill prevailed amongft 


them, in ſpite of the reformation thar 
had been lately attempted on that head; 


this never failed to ſet them together by 


the ears, as often as it came on the 
carpet. Thoſe who received the moſt 
frequent viſits from the gentlemen on 
account of their ſuperior attractions, 
were ſure of becoming the general ob- 
jects of hatred and envy with the others, 
who would revenge themſelves by fly 
inuendo's, ſmart raillery, reproaches, 
abuſe, and every ridiculous word or ac- 
tion that jealous women are capable of 


committing. In ſhort, this. ſpirit of 
hatred and envy prevailed amongſt them 


even to the moſt decrepid and old, 
whom I have frequently ſeen tearing 


© one another's cloaths off their backs 


about their beauty and paſt conqueſts. 
Others again were ſo attached to this or 


that particular confeſſor, that they could 


bear no contradiction on that head, 
and would frequently from words pro- 


ceed to blows. In ſhort, ſo great was. 


the diſorder and confuſion that pre- 
 vailed in this community, that out of 
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an hundred and fifty nuns, of which it 
conſiſted, there were hardly fix of them 
that lived in good terms with each 
other; and, what is ſtill more ſtrange, 
I was aſſured by many of them who had 
paſſed almoſt their whole lives in dif- 
terent communities, that it was the ſame 
thing in all of them. A fine example 
this for thoſe girls who find in them- 
ſelves an inclination to a religious life! 
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Which concludes the adventures of 
Don Ranucio. 


AD I not been induced by the moſt 
1 preſſing motives, to endeavour to 
extricate myſelf from the dilemma into 
which my over great charity had plunged 
me, the ſpirit of confuſion and con- 
tradiction that reigned throughout this 
houſe would have made me deſirous to 
quit it as ſoon as poſſible; accordingly 
my whole thoughts were employed 
about the means of accompliſhing it, 
when luckily the abbeſs, who ſuſpected 
| nothing 
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nothing of my real intention herſelf, 
furniſned me with an opportunity, and 
that in the following manner: it was 
her conſtant cuſtom to go twice a year 
into the country, to drink the waters, 
and take the air; a cuſtom which ſhe 
had entered into, not ſo much from any 
real need ſhe ſtood in of them, as from 
a certain air of gaity, which would not 
permit her to live in conſtant health, 
like a common citizen's wife; and not- 
withſtanding the ruddy bloom of her 
complexion conſtantly gave her the lie, 

ſhe was always complaining of her bad 

ſtate of health; and to give this the 
greater air of truth, ſhe retained a phy- 
fician, an apothecary, and a ſurgeon, 

who were very aſſiduous in their ho- 
norary viſits. Under the favour of 
theſe, and an imaginary malady, ſhe 
got herſelf excuſed from the obſervance 
of the duties of her office, and the 
ſtrict rules by which the reſt of the com- 
munity were governed; and what was 
ſtill more agreeable, it procured her the 
liberty of rambling up and down the 
country as ſhe pleaſed, twice a year 

at leaſt. | : 
The time for her autumnal expedition 
was now approaching, and "ſhe waited 
; L 4 only 
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only for a return of good weather to ſet 
out on her jaunt, when the ſiſter who 
uſed to be her companion in theſe ex- 
curſions, was taken fuddenly and dan- 
gerouſly ill; upon which ſhe made 
choice of me to ſupply her place; and 
accordingly, to my no ſmall ſatisfaction, 
gave me notice of her intention, with 
orders to hold myſelf in readineſs againſt 
the next day; but while I was mak ing 
the neceſſary preparations for obeying 
this pleaſing mandate, ſhe received a 
letter from the grand inquiſitor, in- 
quiring after her priſoner, and ordering 

me to be brought before him the next 
day, to undergo my firſt examination. 
A thunder-ſtroke . would not have con- 
founded me half ſo much as this un- 
Incky letter; the abbeſs ſoon perceived 
my trouble, and endeavoured to en- 
courage me to the utmoſt of her power, 
Fear nothing, my ſweet Angelica, ſaid 
ſhe to me, think not that I have taken 
you under my protection only to aban- 
don you at the very time that you ſtand 

moſt in need of it; my treatment of you 
may alone be ſufficient to ward off ſuch 
- apprehenſions; ceaſe then theſe vain 
1 the examination you ſeem ſo 
much to dread, is no other than mere 
| matter | 
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matter of form; and you have nothing, 
more to do than ſatisfy the grand in- 
quiſitor of your being truly orthodox, 
and the affair is over. | 
I returned the good abbeſs. a thouſand 
thanks for the many tavours. ſhe had 
ſhewn me; requeſting her, at the ſame: 
time, to continue them towards me; but 
I. could not help being terribly fright- 
ned notwithſtanding her fine ſpeeches : 
I had many cauſes of inquietude that 
ſhe never dream'd of, and the thoughts 
of the grand inquiſitor's diſcovering me 
thro' my diſguiſe, gave me more con- 
cern than all the hereſies in the world 
put together. If nature, thought I, 
has been almoſt powerful enough to be- 
tray me to the abbeſs, notwithſtanding 
my diſguiſe, and every other precaution. 
that could. be taken, what may I not 
expect. from the diſcerning eyes of a. 
rigid judge, and one accuſtomed to pe- 
netrate into the profoundeſt ſecrets ? In 
ſhort I ſaw but one way of. getting out 
of this tickliſh fituation, and even that 
was rendered in a manner, impracticable 
by the vigilance of the abbeſs, who 
never ſuffered me out of her ſight all 
day, and at night made me be locked. 
up in one of her own apartments. 
x  & 5  _ 
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Seeing me. ſtill continue uneaſy and me- 
lancholy, ſhe reproved me for giving 
way to ſuch fears, after the aſſurances 
ſhe had ſo lately made me. Do you 
imagine, ſaid ſhe, that if I thought you 
ran the leaſt riſk, the friendſhip and re- 


gard I have for you would not put 


me upon ſome methods of taking you 
out of the inquiſitor's hands? Ceaſe 
then, I ſay, ance more, my deareſt An- 
gelica, to torment yourſelf with ſuch 
idle fears, or 1 ſhall begin to ſuſpect 
that you are in reality guilty of the crimes 
which are laid to your charge. It is 


for the guilty alone to ſtart at the 


thoughts of encountering juſtice, and I 
can never be brought to entertain the 
fmalleſt thought of that kind againſt 
you. You do me great juſtice, Madam, 
replied I, but then the tribunal. before 
which J am to appear, is of ſo dreadful 
a nature, that it might make even in- 
nocence itſelf tremble ; how then can 1 
What pains 


you are at to make yourſelf miſerable, 
replied the abbeſs, and how wretchedly 
are you overſeen in relation to what 
paſſes here, + You will ſoon. ceaſe to be 
thus alarmed, when I ſhall tell you 
that this terrible judge is, of all my 
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yotaries, the one who pays the blindeſt 
ſubmiſſion to my will. This is ſo well 
known a circumſtance, that I perſuaded 
myſelf, that my nuns had already ac- 
quainted you with it. I leave you then 
to judge, if, with my recommendation, 
you have any thing to fear from that 
quarter. 

This piece of news, which the ab- 
beſs thought ſo comfortable for me, 
only ſerved to redouble my apprehen- 
ſions. I now found that I had to do not 
only with an inflexible judge, but with 
a doating jealous lover; who, if he 
once ſhould happen to diſcover me, 
would, if poſſible, make me ſuffer ten 
thouſand deaths. This dreadful thought 
made me ſhudder from head to foot; 
the abbeſs, who was ignorant of the 
true motives, of my uneaſineſs, did her 
utmoſt to diſſipate it; but ſeeing all her 
endeavours ineffectual, ſhe propoſed to. 
me to take a walk with. her in the 
garden, in order to amuſe me. I 
obeyed thro? complaiſance, but we had 
not taken above a turn or two together, 
when word was brought her that the 
count of Azanada was inquiring for 
her, upon which ſhe left me alone to 
repair to the grate, where. that noble- 
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man expected her, and I, glad to get 

rid of her company, continued my 
walk, 

I was fo buried in thought, that 

without knowing whither I was going, 

I wandered till I got into that part of 

the garden. which was. ſet apart for the 

uſe of the boarders to divert themſelves 

in : one of theſe children ſeeing me 

walking in that place, which was ſome- 

thing unuſal, and thinking to get ſome 

ſweetmeats from me, came running up 

to make me her compliments, but 

what was my ſurpriſe and. confuſion 

; when I knew her to be my ſiſter, 

” ' who had been placed there as a boarder 

ſince my having left Liſbon, The child 

was overjoyed at ſeeing me, and began 

to aſk me a thouſand little inconvenient 

queſtions about the reaſon. of my dreſs, 

and how I came thitlier; all which 

were ſo many daggers to me: Lord 

bleſs me ! ſaid ſhe, how could mamma 

ſerve us ſo? ſhe always told. us you was 

gone into the country, and here you. 

have been a nun all the while in this. 

| —— he would have gone on with her 

ittle babble, if I had not made her 2 

fign tobe ſilent, and taking her on one fide 


for fear we ſhould be ſeen together, 
” charged. 
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charged her, on pain of being ſeverely 
diſciplined, not to take the leaſt notice 
of having ſeen me; and then filling her 
pockets with ſome dried ſweetmeats, 


which I always carried about me, ſent 


her back to her companions, % 

After an adventure of this kind, 
which could not long remain a ſecret, I 
found there was nothing left for me but 
a ſpeedy flight; the fear of being diſ- 


covered and ſeized, made me reſolve 


not to return back to the houſe, and 
not thinking myſelf ſufficiently ſafe in 
that part of the garden where I then 


was, I concealed myſelf in a little thicket 


at the further end of it, where I paſſed 


the whole afternoon in the greateſt 
anxiety imaginable, praying heaven to 


give me an happy deliverance. At 
length night came, which I ſuffered to 


be well advanced before I ventured 


from my biding- place, and then went 
to that part of the garden where I knew 
the walls were the loweſt, and by the 
help of an eſpalier, which formed a 
kind of ladder for me, I ſoon got to 
the top, and from thence let myſelf 
down on the other ſide by means of a 
rope which, as good fortune would 
have it, had been left there by ſome of 
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the gardeners. I got no other damage 
in this attempt than a ſlight ſcratch on 
the ſkin from the rope in letting my- 
ſelf down, and I might have been quit 
even for leſs trouble, had I not been ſo 
much in an hurry; tor I was ſcarce got 
to the ground, when I perceived at a 
few paces from me a gentleman climb. 
ing the walls by a ſilken ladder, which 
he would doubtleſs have had the com- 
plaiſance to have lent me. He came 
. down again as ſoon as he ſaw me, but 
preſently diſcovering that I was not the 
perſon he was in {-arch of, he remount- 
ed his ladder, and entered the convent 
in order to ſpend the night very dif- 
ferently from thoſe which I had lately 
„ MOL Ut a rt TR, 
Altho' I was. now got clear of my 
priſon, I was far from being freed from 
my apprehenſions; the fear of er 
into the hands of the patrole in the dreſs 
I was in, made me refolve to throw it 
off immediately, and ſtripping myſelf 
accordingly to my fhirt and drawers, I 
made a bundle of the reſt, which I 
threw over into the garden. This 
proved a very neceſſary precaution, for 
I had ſcarcely made twenty ſteps from 
the place, when I found myſelf attacked 


by 
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by four ſtreet-robbers, who laid hold of 
me with an intention to rob me, but 
ſeeing me in that trim, and thinking 
that ſome of their fraternity had been 
beforehand with them, they let me go 
about my buſineſs. of 23 

Having got clear of them, I ſet out 
as faſt as I could go, and was juſt got 
up to the door of the houſe of an in- 
timate acquaintance, called D. Nunez, 
when I was again ſtopped by the archer 
of the guard, who aſked me who J 
was, and what I was doing ſo late in 
the ſtreets? I made them anſwer that 
I was a young man of family, whom _ 
a preſſing affair had obliged much 
againſt, my will and cuſtom to be 
abroad' at that time of night ; and that 
I had been juſt ſtript. Ay, and you 
are rightly ſerved too, ſaid the officer 
of the watch, it will teach you how to 
be rambling about the ſtreets at ſuch an 
hour as this, and not only fo, but you 
ought to be carried to priſon till it can be 
known whether you tell the truth or 
not, If you want to be convinced of 
that, replied I, without heſitation, you 
have only to go with me to D. Nunez's 
houſe, which is not ten yards from 
hence, where———the name of this 
| Ps _ gentleman 
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gentleman preſently made the grim 
magiſtrate of the night as gentle as a 
lamb, and making a thouſand excuſes 
for his rudeneſs, he left two of his 
people with me to conduct me in ſafet 
to my friend's houſe. e 
When we got there we found the 
whole family faſt aſleep, and had much 
to do before we could get the door 
opened. D. Nuncz was not a little 
ſurpriſed at ſeeing me at that time of 
night, and ſo uncafed; and began to 
aſk me ſeveral queſtions, which I pro- 
miled to anſwer as ſoon as he had got 
me ſome cloaths, and fent for D. Po- 
ketos; both which requeſts he im- 
mediately complied With, and in a very 
little time 1 ſaw the venerable old man 
enter the room; who embracing me 
with great tenderneſs, inquired by what 
lucky adventure he had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing me ſo unexpectedly. I gave him 
an account of what had happened to 
me from the time the virtuous An- 

lica had left me, with my confinement 
in the abbey of **, and my hap- 
py eſcape from thence. After which I 
inquired of him about my family, and 
eſpecially concerning my new couſin, 
He told me that he had ſent her mw 


, 


the country to a lady cf his acquaintance, 
where ſhe was to ſtay till it ſhould be 
ſeen how this adventure was likely to 
turn out. Heavens knows what ma 
be the iſſue of it, ſaid I, but thanks 
God we are at length both of us er li- 
.berty. That is true, replied D. Nu- 
ne, but I am afraid you will not be 
long ſo, unleſs you take great care 
the ſtory of your diſguiſe and eſcape is. 
doubtleſs, by this time, known to the 
grand inquiſitor, whoſe reſentment is ſo 
much the more to be dreaded, as both 
his love and religion are concerned : 
therefore, if you will take my advice, 
we will go all together to a country-ſeat 
of mine, where we will wait to ſee how: 
matters turn out. This propoſal was 
greatly approved of by D. Poketos, and 
it was determined to ſet out as ſoon as it 
was light enough to find our way. 
It ſeemed as if we had acted by in- 
- ſpiration, for one of the ſprings of the 
coach happening to be broke, we were 
obliged to wait ſome time to have it 
repaired, during which we learnt that 
my ſtory was already known in the- 
abbey, and foreſeing that it would not 
be long before it reached the inquiſitor's- 
ears, thro* ſome of the abbeſs' cha- 
ritable 
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ritable friends. D. Nunez immediately 
ſent for another coach, and we ſet out 


in all haſte for Villanuova, an eſtate of 


his, a few miles- diſtant from Setuval; 
there we ſtaid near a month, without 
any one arg the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
our ſtory, but being informed that the 

inquiſitor had ſpies every where abroad 
after me, I conſidered that it would be 
better to leave my native country for 
{ome time than to fall into his hands. 
D. Nunez, to whom I communicated 
my. deſign, was of the ſame opinion ; 


but the greateſt difficulty was to pitch 


upon the place of my retreat. He 
was for having me go to Spain, where 
he offered to ſecure me the moſt power- 
ful protection. In anſwer to this, I 
repreſented to him that it would be 
only flying from one inquiſition to fall 


into another; and that our Portu- 


gueſe ſettlements in the new world ap- 
peared to me the moſt ſecure retreat of 
any; but my friend who had formerly 


made a voyage thither, remarked in his 


turn, that I ſhould run ſtill greater riſk 
there, the inquiſition in that place heing, 
if poſſible, ten times more fevere than 
it was here. 127 940; ” 
4. i ; J ; We 
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We were in this ſtate of irreſolution, 
when my father D. Pedro, who had 
been informed by D. Poketos of the 
dangerous fituation I was in, came to 
ſee me; far from loading me with re- 


proaches, as many fathers would have 


done on a like occaſion, he commended 
my charity, and told me that he had 


fallen upon a method of delivering me 


from the inquiſitor's purſuits, it I could 
prevail upon myſelf to comply with it. 
There is a ſhip, ſaid he, bound to 


Louiſiana, in N. America, and I think 


the opportunity too fair to be loſt. I 


liſtened attentively to what this indul- | 


gent parent ſaid: the beauty of the 
country, the character of the people, 


and above all, the great liberty of 


conſcience which I had been told was per- 
mitted there, determined me to make 


the voyage; and two days afterwards I þ 


embarked on board the ſhip. 
Thus ended the adventures I met 
with in my own country: adventures 


which, indeed, have nothing extraordi- 


nary in them to people well acquainted 
with the world, but which may prove 
of infinite ſervice to thoſe who have 


not yet. entered on that dangerous 


Career. 
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